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: SERMON XII. 


Ezek v. 7. AA Hi 
_ "the Stranger” that THR: in.” | 
\rateth bimſelf from me, 
"bis Heart, and putieth the Stn 
iguity before his Fate, aud com het 10 

zuire of him 3 ne; ty F the l will . 
Hr bm . 1 55 105 


NT HE Ws, EI "$0. WOE SEES 
Exek. Xx. 24 4 Ber bs h, As ad not ex 9 udg- 
ments, "hah deſpiſed my Statutss, and had pollu- 
ted my Sabbaths, and their ITS 1 3 #heir N 
Fathers Haols-- ETOP ks p. t 
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„ter TRI NTT'Y. 


Dan ili. 16, 17, 18. "Shudradh; Mech; 
nego anſwered and ſaid to . the King uthad= 
nexzar, we are not careful to pr. Se thee in this 
matter. If it be ſo, our God whom we ſerve, ir 
able to deliver us from the burning ſieny Furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine Hand, O King. 
But if not, he (it "known unto thee, O King, that 
"ave will not ſerve thy . 88 nor e e Golden Y 
Image which thou haſt ſet up. 0 70 


SERMON XLII. On the Twe 
5 after TRINIT I. 3 
Joel ii. 12, 13. Therefore alſo nom, fath a FSR 
turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning .=<=- 
And rent your Heart, and not your Garments, and 

. Jurn 
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{OTE Sunday after TRINITY. 


n the Twenty-fourth _ 
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overbs xiii. 20. He that walketh with wi Men 
al be wiſe: but 4 Co panion of Fools gens be 
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x Would be debe to Run ei 
. | bi 17 8 Law 2 in the writ- 
8 ( 4 Ur Revxlationg | 
, i which "hs vou kim 2 his Prop 4" 

or by the, O Oracle of the Lanckun Y. — * 4 
0 er, the Prit ane conſult 

. neee 4 W 7 #13 
Now here we are informed in the Hiſtory be- 

. — er God 5 Pro het Samuel, to 
ven this | aa for . 
e domi bas, Amalek their 
from, the 1 gon 2 


of . near he! gy wick ek ene gut | 
= FINE] 19 8885 3 a f 
oh od the ſe ad Month of thei cating out 


of Egypt, when They were in hard circumſtances | 
as being in a barren Whores Barg " 
Rt, theſe Amalckites' ga 
came out of their o ogra ory; and 

dainly upon the POR Tfraclites, at »P! la ke cn 
KNephiuim, artacking them chiefly" in the rere by nd - 
AN ing uch as through faineneſs and weakyel 
eould not keep up with the main body of the 
People. But Iſueh by the prayers of Moſes their 
. the valiant conduct of Felhus their 
1 1 in, obtained: a 'compleat victory „ 
F' this Battel God commands : Moſes. to, * 5 
a particular Record, #%od. xvii. 14. declaring with 


an "Oar that he —_ have continual War with 
A 
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BE Th 
for the {/rachtes did 


juſt With 


name ſhould. e utterly 
"Heavy ven. This . — 
3 . 


0 772555 3 chat 
offer 


4. 


dime, Was, that ti —_— were: . ay rr deleted f 
. evous oppr flion, and had not 
med 7 2. The Amalatitat were not 


. 0 


een 3 == 
Ara War. Eher, not r 
fair barrel, e 


on them like wild — 


off ſuch as eee Feebl ene 


were eparated from their D and in no 
dition to reſiſt them, 4. By, this outrage: chey 
ſhewed their great contempt of God, ha had 
done ſuch wonderful things for Iſrael in Egypt, 
— eres ht them thence with n 3 
threw: Pharaoh in the E Red-Sea hen he 
e „Theſe and more. inftances 


PE e Amalek- mut 


500 


needs Rare heard af N with what & 
their e 


3 thaw: Art 2 
Canaan, and ſecond month of delivemnce from 
y defiance: of N in ee 

4. 42: inn, i l 10, 
'7 ef meer malice, 3 
t of God, attempted to cut off 
branch; and therefore it was but 
„ to have war: with the 


aa, K be l. had * them; and ſo to 


a. . retaliate 


Iſrael root 
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ITY was the 8 of Gas Dales: | 
to Saul, Go, lays . and, ſinite Amalek, and u. 
: _ deftroy all that they have, and-iſpare them wot. 
But ſlay both Man and Wonan, Infant. and Sckling, 
Ox and Sberp, Camel and Afs.. All this Saul under- 
took to perform, and raiſing an Army of two hun- 
dred ten thouſand Soldiers, he made a ſudden 
28 on Amalet, and partly by Sieges, ; partly. 
* pitch "parc ma hort time he deſtroyed their 
Count 


—.— Sx Being og much Libertine 
in hs Principles igion, and 7 tle upling! 
to change che Bast, Text with his own 'C 
| 22 it, his fancy led him to ſpare | 
of the 4malekites; his e Was 
: 15 10 ly followed by che Soldiers, ho made Prey 
f 4 Enemies fatteſt Cattle, and richeſt Goods, 
and burnt N er ape rpg ſmalle 


I value. vo bees #4 bd p E373 4 14 * 15 


% 2 Lhe 


Bur ed Was igbhy dn leaſed, hs boch 
King and People had ſo aceful y tranſgreſſed 

that Law which he had ſo 1 enacted many 
hundred years before, and ſo expreſs x Meſſage 
which he ſent by Sawmel for the preſent execution 
of it. And indeed his .diſple; ſure is verg Juſt. 
For even earthly Kings and Commanders will not 
endure, that thoſe who are under rheir Authority, 
ſhould uſe their own pleaſure in the execution of 
their Orders. This very King Saul, but a little 
before this, would have put his brave 8on Jona- 
than to death, had not the Army withſtood it, 
only for taſting a little Honey contraty to che 
82 command, which Jonathan had never heard 


and therefore. Was not e an n 
againdt it. 3. 


BEwoLD here che Pride and In 1 of man's N 
Heart; full of — if his own — 
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ch ing: repented he had made Sau King, con: 
dering how little he hearkened to God, and how = ml 


* TIN " 35, TE ä 
FEY ; 0 ; | 
te WN 
f God 
0 


His Maker, rl arrogates to himſelf ai für 
ſhare in the Government of the World; - 


"oy he expects, ſhould pay a / deference and re. 
'ord, when at the ſame time he 
"= oo or no reverence to that of the” moſt 5 


gard to his \ 


27 7 4 Tet} EN 171 . F rp : WEL INT” 2 
Sor £ 
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"OR. his vaſes God told the! Prop 


much he 3 1 14 his OW: n Lu 


: Rn Ph yer. to © ; 


he ee e e eee, 


and be nnn to King Saul But Gods: : who 
knew this King's declared et he Was not 
worthy. of his 

Fo of the fault which he had no committe ed. 
ub! ſeems to have no manner of Senſe nor Conſci⸗ 
ence. When Samuel next morning waited on 


him at Gilgal, Saul told him with the greateſt aſſu- 


rance, that he had performed the Commandment 


of the Lord; and when Samuel asked what meant 


the bleating of Sheep: and lowing of Oxen about him 
he anſwered unconcerned, we fared them. out of 
the beſt of the Amalekites Nocts and Herde, for 2 


SFacriſice to the Lord thy God; as if the deſtruction 


of theſe had been no part of his Commiſſion, 


though they were devoted veithy words: hd IN? - 


y- of ke reſt, 
ir, faid the Prophet, | V give me SI to 


©rell you, what God f aid 88 me * night.” EO 
d, be proceeded: thus. When 


Leave being 
vou were 


obſcure 


re and inconſiderable, even in 


© —— own eſteem,” God raiſed b ro be King, 
PI n 0 


4 rn 1 rhich Was 3 altratio 7 
3 RES oh 6 


race can Favourt. 


V e * Rani ns" Himſelf. far above 
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© Why then did you not deſtroy all that beloi 


dite malt, as you were dndered to do? I have, 


aid the King, done my part Z but the People 
would reſerve a Sacrifice gut 5 the things kara 
_ ©ſh6uld have been deſtroyed.” This. was but a 

mean eheuſe, to lay the fault upon the Soldi- 
ers, who were under his command, and durſt not 


have diſobeyed his Orderb: And though after- 


witds he fays he was afraid of reſtraining them 
from taking the Spoil, yet it is plain from the 
Hiſtory that he authorized them to do it by his 
own Example; and it ſeems he never 1 
to do otherwile, as being perſwaded that his good 
intention would more than atone for the QOtnee; 
and” that theſe Spoils would be ſanctified by f 
fering ro God a plentiful Sacrifice out of them. 
TRE Prophet ſaw that this Was wang, 
and hereupon took occaſion to aſſure him, that 
he very much miſtook the Will and Pleaſure of the 
Almighty: For hath the Lord, ſaid he, as great de- 
tight in Burnt-Offering g and Sari ces, as in e 
his Hoist You cannot think ſo, whatever 4 
may pretend: Since no Service can be accept 
cable to him, Which is 7 erformed in contradi "4 
© on to his expreſs Will. © The Sacrifice that is 
© obtained by the breach” of any one of God's 
© Paws; "though never ſo neh and ſumptuous, is 


3 have” incurred his bigh : Dif) 
ringing theſe Spoils before him: -Forhow: 
275 Ink he wilt regard theſe Sabrifices — 
aeisus Eye, which confiſt of ſuch chin 


0 © hi Country, without being 


ther? When you burn theſe upon his Altar you 


0 fell him, rhat FRO Ie mended- the inline 
whic 


een 22 8 eee all his dorm —. | 


«) an abomination to Him. Know therefore that 


Himſe f had doomed to be bunt in the woo 
carried any far- 
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wie ind; beſt org 25 ; 2 
A SAPHy Pim l. 13, 14, 1 
504 ſaying-ro men, Win I eat the f 0% Bulls, 
or drink the hluo bf Geuts? Offer umd God thanks 
Eving, and pay thy vobs unto the moſt High ; "Anil 

Call upon m in ib day of tronblez fo will I adliver 
| ing Prat 2. 92 5 . And in tho follow = 


6] 


"5 


and Succeſſo r. Solomon obſeryes, : Prbv. 


vii. 22. Ged. | 
d ders in the ady tht: I brought 
2 2 mas low, 1 Sacrt | 


s 
. ror re” 


__ chin. Mic 


ee God, mor 4 | Buri . 
e. vi. 7. Al the Led + "pleaſed with 
 Haawſands of Rams ; bee, He hath Rel thee, O n, 


evhat is good, and what he-1 Tequires, viz. To do juſtly, 3 


| and love Mercy, and walk humbly with thy. Gaede: 
+ AND this may ſuffiee to ſhew how: the Sacred 
Writers agree in their ſayings to ſupport this 
Movies which was firſt pronounced by d L, 28 
| eral rule of Divine Worſhip, that God de- 
1 in the Obedience of his Servants = more: than . 
In; wiv Sacrifice. | 
| Ub UE. 2's laying, Licoofele,: ma be w. 
ſtrained to this Fact of Saul which occa LHoned it, 
that whereas he had ſaved the Spoil which he 
ſhould have deſtroyed, and thought it might be 
better expended in a Sacrifice, he was very much 
miſtaken in doing as he did, having no Authorit7 
to make ſuch Commutation: For God had not 
required this Sacrifice at his hand, but on the 
contrary had injoyn'd him to conſume the mat- 
ter of it as a Prophane thi But this might be 
ſaid, withopt depreciating t *- 
were inſtituted by Divine Authority in the Moſaick 
Law, and were thereby made part of the Religi- 
— grip of the 1/7gelites, and conſequently 
7 get or contempt of them Had, been, an act 
10 edience. n „ ele 2 
3 thoſe Sentences: hit. 1 have : 
quoted out of the Pſalms and the Pro 8 plain- 
ly declare, that, upon the compariſon, Obedience | 


ig better than theſe Sacrifices z if by Obedience We 
underſtand, as we very juſtly, may, the pious Af- 
fections and Actions of the Worſhi pers, and by 
Sacrifices the ee. Rite ang. ne 850 —_ 
_— © a el NA . 


IC 


ſe Sacrifices . 7 


Ap therefore wo are not to 
3 the A. 


they vere an accoprable and la udable.p 


7 8 
* LES . 2 
4 724 „„ N — 8 5, 5 . Bei. L 
ligion. by 25 * * : * „ 1 2 43 9 2 8 UE 6 977 25 
3 * * 8 ny 
to 2 1 A 
py 


Samuel, or e the A0 0 3 


ww) parts 20 Rel igionz 
* were Fr ubſervi ient to Piety and. 3 for 
the furthering of which alone they were inſtituted, 
and not for any Merit or Holineſs in themſelves- 
oof thoſe. who offered them, made ſuch account of 
them, as to neglect the weightier points of the 
Law, Juſtice and Mercy, and the Love of God, 
which was the common deluſion of the infatuated 
Jes, God declaimed againſt them by his Pro- 
phets, and thruſt — 5 from his Altar, aſſurin 
them, that while their Hearts were nee "their 
e were an Abomination to him. 197 
- SACRIFICES were inſtituted as helps to Di- 
vine Worſhip, but not ſuch neceſſary conditions 
of it, as that a Man could not worſhip God ac- 
cep tably without them; for in-{ſtae/ the offering 
of them was conſined to. one P ace, even to the 


Temple at Jeruſalem, to which many. good Peo- 


ple could not poſlibly reſort at the ſtated: times, 
who were either in foreign Countries, or bed 
to travel by Sickneſs or other accidents. In fi uch 
caſes we cannot doubt but God accepted of the 
pure and pious Devotions of their Hearts, Wuld 
one theſe external- Oblations. 


Tu E forecited paſſages fally y juſife this Op i- 


nion; and one of them: part in Jer. vii. 22. 
Where he tells his Peo Pe: 1 r the day whey: he 
wy Mes Failr Sypt, be "UC 

; Them 


\ 


Text muſt be 7 en interp? 
it denotes; otherwiſe it may ſeem to contradict 
whole Levitical Law; for it is vertain N God 
ve that Law to [acl during tlie time of their 
"ravels from Egypt to Canaus; but it is as certain, 
that at the time here ſpoken of by Jeremiab, 4. e. 
at that juncture when he delivered them from their 
Egyptian + Slave „ he had not given them any com- 
mands or di: ions about Sacrificing. And the 
force of the Proph her's Argument here, to prove Obe- 
dience better than Sacrifice, is this; that ſeeing 
God was pleaſed to own Iſrael in Egypt for his Peo- 
ple, before he had given them the Law of Sacri- 
fices, and only upon condition that they ſhould 
keep themſelvès from Idols, and ſerve him as their 
God, this proves that this kind of Obedience has 
the precedence of $6 apogee _ is more eſſential 
to true Religion. EL enen 85 e of 
Arp chekefbre⸗ it was an in groui ante cen 
nation which ſome: Jes! in out Saviour's time had 
made upon that Weſtion, commonly debated in 
their Schools, Which 3s the. firft and great' Com. 
mandmnt, that the eommand of ſacrificing was 
the greateſt. Their Anceſtors indeed were apt 
to run into this Notion, as we find by what We 
| have ſeen in the Prophets to this purpoſe. But 
our Lord corrects — when this queſtion was 
to him,” by anfwering; Thar #he Love 7 
was the firſt Commandment and iu Love of "out. 

Neighbour the newt io u, and that" on th % 
— hang all the Lam and the Piopbetti: 
And in this reſolution he was juſtified by ene 
of the Scribes Who heard him, and eried, & is 
_ ſpoken. For to love the Lor our God with all 

| art," and Soul, and Strength, and Mind, ant 
el pd af du ä is nutri than all Bum. 
8 Offerings 


che wm 93 pang comment upon 
£ ill have fem and ee at acts 8 
more pleaſing to God: than all che Ob-. 
ations, which: the //razlites offer upon his Altar, 
we may conclude, that many of the . in their 5 
moſt corrupt Stare, held it better to wo 
in Spirit and in Truth, than to 
and abound in the out ward rites of AG | 
FTE reaſon of this is 0 plain, char the very 
Pagans could not help ſeeing it, through all the 
thick Clouds of their Tdolatry {Themore'e 
derate of their Dhilolop . and learned 1 Men, obs 


Tory 


wich ſuch e . would 
ther have more honeſty, mich leſs expence in their 
Worſhip. © Tis a precept of Menander the ancient 
Greek Poet; When jou Sacrifice 10 Gad, days he, 
bring an honeſt Mind; and do not put on'the white Gar» 
ment for that purpoſe, before your Affection and Man- 


ners bear ſome correſpondence to it. Socrates uſed to 


ſay, That the Gods, uo wanted not the: geods of Men, 
had more regard to the Affection than 6" Riches uf 
their MWorſbippers. For fince the worſt of Men are 
oftentimes the wealthieſt, it would be in vain to 


ſerve the Gods," if the dien Nan by his Preſent 


. could c — cauſe ſt the Poor. Tall, in 


his ſecond Book of the Nature of the Gods, teaches, 


that we — — beſt and moſt grateful ſervite 
to them, when we worſhip them with a pure; upright, 
incorrupt, and ſanctiſied Heart aud. Tongue: Porphyry in 
his ſecond Book againſt the eating of Animals, has 
this paſſage among many others to che like purpoſe, 
The. fureſt way, ſays he, for amy Man 10 become . 
N Pu and , u rode — * ; 

$1] 


— .. 


* actantius, peak pony 82 
way Majeſty: wy D God 10 b. Plutable and gentle, 
full of loving-kindueſs,” and always ready to do god? 
n muſt 'the imagine him to he pleaſed in bis Wor- 
ſhip, not ſo much with the" Blood of OY one 
ol Mind, and an honeſt. Intention. * e 

Tu ER E are many other paſſages of li 
tance in the learned Gentile Phi 
but theſe are enough to ſhew how 888085 Fey 
concur with Sacre. 0" Writ,” in pre erin 
before Sacrifice. e 

Nor HIN G of all this is tncenied' to derogate 
From: the ſuitableneſs of Sacrifices, while their in- 
Nicution laſted, or of any preſent Ceremony or Ob- 
ſervance, which may contribute to- the ſolemnity 
and improvement of divine Worſhip. God knows 
that the Majeſty of Religion Aae well be 
exhibited- to the Eyes of Men, without the ad- 
vantage of ſome external Ornaments to beautific 
and” recommend it; and therefore he found out 
and preſcribed ſuch Ornaments in his Worſhip of 
old. All the danger is, leſt Men ſhould ſo far reſt 
in theſe things, as to perſwade themſelves that to 
be punctual in them is Religion enough, and fo 
take no care chat their Heart be right, and t 
Converſation able to the Will of God. It a 

from what we have quoted on this enn 

on, chat both Je and Gentiles were extremely prone 
to fall into this fatal Miſtake, as finding it much 
more eaſie to put on à cloke and form of Religi 


iS 


on, in muy s of Devotion, than to admit the 
Spirit of it in their Hearts, and its Laws in their 
Lives and Converſations. Which is the reaſon 
why the — Writers abound with ſo 
many 


o r the OL Leon 2 06,6 are, to Jan, 


* tlie N 
that we do not ir d * e 4 lie it n 
terpreting the 8 of «God * tale it in the; 
- natural, and i | 


concern us in ou by i elect Cl ing 
ate conceived in ſuch Words 3.28 WC; may eaſily un- 
derſtand them, an muſt be very perverſe and fro 
Ward, if We Will not Fine e Aue ee and 
meaning of them. 0 3 . 45 el * 
W bg ar could make this Commiſion 0 8 
more pl un 
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to make Aadreſſes to God for che le 
Will; and the King was to put tl 


had the commiſſion proceeded ren 
himſelf and his own wa e WK. 
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y the means of his own: 
The Sons o Aaron were conſe rated 


n upon man 
ſuch Addreſſes, when the n of Affairs 
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wards „ and compaſſionate tdwards his Peo- 


When bad years were repeated, and the 


amine grew | very grievous, he no longer conſi- 


— it as a \ natural event, that-migh! 


judgment, 
2 them — pablick Provocation! 
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Calamities were his Scourges, wherewith he would: 
chaſtize them when they rebelled againſt him. 
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ons in the World; who were ever perſwaded that 


conſiderate men of all Nations and Religi- 


publick Judgments were the vials of Divine wrath 
ponred out upon men for ſome crying Sin. We 
are told by the moſt ancient and celebrated of 


their 


Writers, that when the Grecian Army lying 


| befote Troy were conſumed by a devouring Peſti- 


lence, 


their great Champion Achilles imployed the 


Prop 


het Chalcas to enquire of the Deity What it 
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| to interpret publick Calamities as C 
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will be uſeleſs: and IS no importance in a future 
State. An therefore. * Juſtice is con- 
cerned to render a recompence to the execution of 
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recompence .according, to their works; and there» 
fore their reſpective. Portions here may be much 
better or worſe than really deſerve, without 


any imputation on the juſtice of God, WhO will 


then rectifie all theſe feming. irregularities, ., 


the, preſent. Nations and Societies of men will then 
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of his Anger. And therefore they aſcribe all events 
to Nature and Fortune and abel Neceſſity, and 
would ghdly have all men to be perſwaded, that 
the State and Condition of things will be the 
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*"*Fxs three years Famine Which 2 
| might Faves continued much 8 ru on 
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it, had no David's Piety moved him to enquire of 
God abo it, and implore the bleſſt of a fruit- 


his Vifttations of this' Kind, is, to bring 8 inners to 
the acknowledgement of ſome ci Tying Sin, t to oblige 
them to put it away, LY ma E ronement 
. For it by à ſerious Sk op if this end be not 
obtained, he turns ey from his Anger, but his 
afflicting Hand will be ſtretched out fl until the 
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ed them, and hone but. Doeg was: s hardy enough 40 7 
execute it. I conclude therefore, that it was not 
now, or at any one. time, but NICE and upon 
yarious Occaſions, that Saul attempted to D 
Pers the 8 from am ang his own Peop Wit 9 
Vo make a juſt eſtimate he grearnls of is | 
Sim in {o doing, we muſt look back to the einc 
Chapter of Taſbua, where we find that the Inha- 
bitants of Gibeon, having heard how: eaſily the I. 
raalites had reduced the ſtrong Cities of Jericho 
and , and knowing themſelves that they were 
art of the devoted Nations that were to be de- 
1 without Mercy; they conſulted together 
hey might ſave 8 by a Stratagem 3 
which, was this; they choſe out ſeveral of the 
and wiſeſt of their men, and ſent them 
as Ambaſſadors to:Gileal, to treat an Alliance with 
| Joſhua and his People: They were to pretend, 
5 that Car they came from a Country v Ty remote from 
rs of Canaan; and that they might in- 
boat the 1/raelites to believe them, they were fur- 
niſned out with every thing that was old and ſtale, 
as 4 8. and mouldy Bread, old Wine- bottles, clout- 
: oes, . tattered Coats, and the like. In this 
Equipage they arrived in the Jewiſh Camp, and 
being brought before Jh, and che Governors 
hey declared their buſineſs, viz. How the Gib 
a 2 * diſtant Nation, having heard of the 
onderful thi aings which God had done for Aftael, 
og in Egypt and in their way to G aud 
how hg; had given them this Land for an Inheri- 
tance, they much rejoyced at it, and deſired to 
be received as. their Confederates. The {/raelires 
examined them about their Country, and told 
them that perhaps they were Canaanites, and then 
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it. But before we gan make à due. cf 
8 2 — —— & We 


promiſſory, Oath 
| bind: him ene it, 1 obtained b 
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Vorld cheats u 
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| of God's. name. The Princes of oY 
knew very well that they had been circumvented 
Pp by che Gibeonites-- ſtratagem, to their own diſad- 
| | vantagez but they told their People they had — 
1 wer to touch them, becauſe, ſaid they, u 
ve ſworn to them by the Lord God of Iſrael. 
To the ſecond Exception, That this Oath ſeems 
- _ gullapdaoid by ire of a former Law which God 
_ gave to //rae!,. that they ſhould make no league 
With any of the old Inha itants of Canaan; I con- 
fel there are ſeveral 7 pling in che Books of Mor 
A Which ſpeak very oy to this purpoſey 
. and if they prove abſolu mmands, e | 
* leſs than a new Revehrion or ** hon 
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Peace to ity was to be 9 towards Canaanite 1 
as well as others ; though ſome Jews are of a di.. 
2 e eee this is moſt 3 . Il 
held ib lavſul to ſpate. i 


as we are certified: A 


& inthe ale ot Rabab the b 
8 9 f Solomon, whom that King would. 
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this Gergeſites yore . 
fer «Es . — into > Cater, > 


as |; much'as 


| tended to their Potty; otherwi 
have been worth their Site eo have ſol cared _ 
xl complied with the aforeſaid League. 
"AND thus we have found that Foſbua: had po 


> it ar dot 


to make a League with the Gibeonizes, and — 2 


with an Oath; aid that the ſame League and Oath 


were equall binding to Saul, as they were to Joſhua, 


And therefore we conclude, that Saul, by ſlaying 
and labouring to extirpate the Gibeonites, involve 
himſelf any hs hah: or in the . of. Perjury 
Murder. 1 


AND it was ſo W che: more Siuturufable-i in % 
Faul to commit this Violence, becauſe it lookt as 
if he were reſolved in all things to contradict the 
Sacred Law. When he was commanded utterly to 
deſtroy Amalek, he ſpared. their King /and their 


Oattle, which he ſhould have deſtroyed. - 
he was forbidden to ſlay the Gibeonites, he implo 


ed all the power he had, to extinguiſh them. by 


which hardineſs and 'contempt of God's Word, he 


left a heavy reckoning to be ſatisfied. by his own. 


When 


ny as we ſhall "now fee, _ con iering in 


111% and laſt bier; ah — which B David uſed: ; 
for the removal of the Famine. He delivered two 
of  Saul's Sons and five of his Grandſons into the 
Hands of the Gibeonites, who hanged them up unto 


the Lord, i. e. to appeaſe his Anger, and vindicate 
his Honour, in Gibeah of Saul, i. e. his hereditary. 


Town, te aggravate the onen and ere of 


| their Sufferings. 
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No w here it with baun be be demanded; Where | 


is the juſtice of hanging up the Children for the 
iniquity of their Parents, ſo expreſly contrary to 


the Fews' Law, Deut. xxiv. 16. where it is ſaid, 
The” Fathers ſhall not be put to death for the Childran, be: 


WY 11 the — * 1285 to death for the Far, 
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7 s King of 3 * bs "when — — - 
nts, 5 — had Angel King Jeboaſb rs 5 


ſpared their Childten'; in reyerence to this 

ings xiv. K... 16d t 155 "Y apts 3 

ON py — it, is 38 e lie t $ objection as to 
make it: For this Law was enacted to regulate t he 

proceedings in the ordinar 


dinary; Caſes. It was very da ſona 15 that bounds 
ſhould be ſet, to human. Paſſions, and that Men, 
ſhould not carry their revenge. farther. than the per- 


ſon of the Offender; z but God, Who is the ſupreme _ I 
Legiſlator,--is-free-to/make. the exception 1 3 


pleaſes, according to that prerggative which he has 
reſerved to himlelf of viſiting the iniquities of the 


Fathers upon the Children. And this Execution 


of Saul's Sons by the Gibeonites being directed by 
him, is a matter of ſpecial Revelation, and there- 


fore. a juſt exception from the general rule 5 


ſaid. 


Lconſeß the Nc f tho See Tens bas nas 
thing of God's Direction about this EET Eg q — 9 


only that David delivered ſeven of Saul's "be to 
the Gibeonites, upon their demand of that Number. 
But I think we may fairly collect from the (cops 


of the Words, that God directed the whole. / 


For as ſoon as David returned from enquiri W ' of ; 


God, he preſently called the Gibeonites, and askt t them 
What would ſatisſie them ſo far, that they would 


forgive his People, and pray for them. In which - 
we cannot doubt but he followed the inſtructionng 
which God had given him, otherwiſe it would 
. have been ſtrange to leave it to them to take what 


Revenge they ſaw fit. Foſephus ſays reſly, 
that God commanded David to refer this to the by 


| niger! 1 if ſo, I WI 


* to add, that he ya 1 
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Now the —— Which wre are moſt na- 
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| pn he it may not only be awful, but likewiſs | 
— for ts, that ſo we may be under no Tem- 
Le how of breaking Faith, or performing leſs than 

we have promiſed. "The happy y circumſtances 'of 
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de we are called to give the welpe hk 
in a lawful Matter, which is in our * to 5 per 
form 4 508. rig ſhould afterward; Alcover g. ent 
hardſhi Which we have brought upon our ſelves, - 
either through our own inadverteticy* to the terms 
| of i it, or the unfair dealing of thoſe: to whom it is 


t let us pay that honour and reverence to 
the awful name of G A whick we called upon, as 
for his 2 to keep imoceney, and take heed to 


the thing that is right, nn by 

our own loſs and ur Adverſary's gain, to make 

'  ſhipwreck'of that whieh is die onhy kur comfort 
of Life, I mean, a god Conſeiencc z which wien 
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dc have loſt, we atecontimyi yodnoxions to God's 
82 who if he ſhoule ſpare us in our own 
ons, yer be can Puriſ us, zs he did Saul, in 2 
our Poſterity; for this, we ſee, is one of the Lins 
of Parents which God viſits upon their Children. 
And therefore as we tender the \ elfare of our | — 
ſent” and future Deſcendents, let us abſtain from 
Falſhood and Wro 8 doing violence to no Man 
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2 though he was a Prince of in- 
nd Learning, yet he committed 


much leſſened him in the eſteem and love of God 


and Man; one was, that he married many Wives 


out of ſtrang e idolatrous Nations, which was.ex+ 


fe . Barbie by the Law of Moſes, for re 


ch marriages ſhould bring in idolatry, as 


in they did very groſsly in this caſe. For $0- 
| Toon vg: more concerned to a his Wives 


than 


them in it, me 2 t K; though if he did but 
"iow them, this was enough to proyoke God, ae 
beng a notorious: contempt. of his Law, in à Caf 3 
8 honour was moſt highly concerned. 
2dly, Proviſion for theſe Wives obli Ar the King 
to burden many of his People with ſuch»work 
and ſervice as they thought fit to See of them, 
ne to, load others with 7 T 7 


grew weary of his 1 N were Fo 
5 to 5 585 him, and to follow any new 
* „ Who would undertake „ upon "Ons: 
grounds, to be their Deliyerer. 
Sucn were. Solomon's Errors in 2 
fuch as loſt him the Love of God and his Peo- 
e, and made way for the revolt of 1/rael from 
* Family. For as ſoon as ever bis reign Was 
ended, 1 was reſolved to treat with his ſuc» 
ceſſor for better uſage, and made their humble 
application to him, that he would remit of their 
hard ſervice, and ob. oh: the heavy yoke. which 
| Solomon had put upon their necks... But when 
| Rehoboam abſolutely. refuſed to alleviate any; thing 
of former Impoſitions, all 7a! with one. voice 
renounced their allegiance to him, and choſe 9e 
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. we are ſpeaking of, kindled the wood upon the 
Altar, and conſumed his ſacrifice. | Lafily, When 
Solomon, at the Conſecration of his Temple, had 
made an end of praying, 2 Chr. vii. fire came down 
from Heaven, and conſumed the offerings and ſacrifices 
"bich lay ready upon the Altar; and the glory of the 
Lord filled the Houſe, ſo that the Hrieſts could not 
enter into it. And when all the Children of ae! 
ſaw how the fire came down, and the glory of 
the Lord upon the Houſe, they bowed: them- 
ſelves with their faces to the ground, and wor- 
ſhipped and praiſed the Lora. 
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preſence, and approbation of what was done. 
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God, and the former. difpenſations of his -Provi- 
dence. And now having the unanimous conſent 
of the People to proceed in it, he recommended 
it to Baal's Prophets to go before him in raiſing 
their Altar, and ordering their facrifice according 
to the terms agreed upon. They did ſo, and fell 
to their invocations of Baal, which they continu- 
ed *till noon, but without obtaining any other 
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to build an Altar with twelve ſtònes, accord- 
ing to the number of the Tribes of the. Sons of 
Jacob. The Altar being raiſed, he laid his wood 
and his bullock for ſacriſice upon it, and made a 
trench about it, which he Alled with many oy 
rels of Water, till his Sacrifice floated in it. 
HAvixe put things in ſuch order as he would 
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ham, Iſaac and Nass, beſeeching ki to declate 
himſelf to be the God of /7ael, and to own his 
Prophet upon this occaſion, and convert e hearts 
of his People who had erred and ftray'd from his 
ways. Scarce had he finiſhed'this: ſhert ſupplicz- 
tion, when fire fell down from the Lord out of 
Heaven with ſuch a force, that it conſumed not 
only the fleſh of the Bullock and the Wood, but 
the very ſtones and materials of the Altar, and 
dried up the Water that had been poured out 
there in great abundance. This amazing mani- 
feſtation of the Divine Power ſtruck all the Peo- 
ple with ſuch irreſiſtible conviction, that they fell 
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way to give proof of his own prion, Powers. i 


Ap therefore with good reaſon, and Ie a 
gurhful ſervant of God, Elijab ſtruck in Tuck d 
Peoples: zeal, and while the im of the 
Miracle were ſtrong upon their minds, . 

them to fall on and —— the Prop hets. of Bal; 
| For his God, who had 295 now — his 


— 


Vi ain. 


_  ' old, cuadted a politive Law, Dewe. Kills, vt or 22 

rs and Stduters fo 4 falſe Religion. Ad be. oy to 
' death ait hots: mercy... ; | 

con whi h more vehementiy talled for thee exe . 
Cution of this Law. For theſt Men had'n 


done the pre meſs injury and d 
by i invading th ber of Bis .own Inh 


hand Whieh be 4 choſen to preſerve this name 
| and w worthip.; i og op but they R 3 ke wise fille 
this. Lad d with . dente > Beep) 15 
there: Imp ety mig Wo Rank, 
ated his * . dee. 13 15 ad 
is Prophets with the Mord, Juſt and right: 
—. it Was, that the nene Wllieh they 
1 e to others; ſhould he fezured upen xheir 
e of, God: = far fa⸗ 


to Abe 8 e be ju 2 

troubled Jhrael, but yon and your father 's buſes. "is | 

that ye have forſaken the Commandments of the l 

and addified TREO and Jeu. HOY to the worſhip | 
of. frange Got. by. 1 

Fox a native of Thaely [defer Et om 8 

hams as Alu wis; to er the 2 af. - 


and pore the t 5 
| ur F 
who is God's V jccgeret __ 

his Maker, and violate” 15 5 Divine Laws, while: 

he exatts obediende to lis 6wi? Commands; what 


i We contrary. to the deſigi of n, 4 1 


4, OE... 


x a 


£ 


and Habitations of ſuch Offenders. - Fort 
that none but God had power enough 1 Ponif 
over 


ſons or 
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to the power e hi was” invent bed, and 


e 
7 I te in of lde will abuſe theſe 


ſublime honour | and authority 


to the ſervice of Baal, the God of 'T/raet will 
rſake him, and leave him to famith ; and be mi 
ſerable with his helpleſs dumb Idols. 
Tux Profaneneſs, Blaſphemy, and Idolatry o of 
Governors, was always matter of ſad conſideration 


to the holy 1 hets aa ſervants of God, not on- 


ly becauſe Majeſty was thereby pub- 
lickly ace but — they ſaw national 
calamities gathering like a tempeſt over the — 


them; and they conſidered that ande ſuch 

nors would ſeverely animadvert upon any of their 

2 Subjects, who ſhould rebel againſt their Per- 
8 3 how much more reaſonable 

was it for their great Maſter in Heaven, who is in- 

finitely jealons of his honour, to puniſh ſuch of 


his miniſters upon earth, as neglected to ſerve him 


in the ſtations wherein he had placed them, but a- 
buſed the charge which he had given them, and 


E his ifts to the 2 of their own 


wag! 3 as if they, had not recely them at his - 

_— HALL the Petſons of earthly Potentates be 
held ſo facred, that none of Hows Subjects ſhall 
be ſuffered to live who lift-up their — 5 or ſnarp- 
en their tongue againſt them ? and ſhall the ſame 
Potentates Fa heme T ſuffer to be blaſphemed, a 
that glorious Majeſty. by whom and for whom they 
reign, and conſpire lay reak his Laws, and baniſh 
his fear and worſhip out of the World, who. crea- 
ted it that he might be feared and obeyed and wor- 
ay; in it? 


ERTAINLY God who al the World, 3 


: been preſerves it, has more right to be obey⸗ 


cd 


peg ſenſe and reverend awe of his Divine Mae 4 
jeſty, that they may ſeek his Glory, and cauſe his 
ame to be Sanctified in the firſt ce; that our 
ion may be purified from Atheiſm, Hereſie, 2 
and Profaneneſsz that we may ſerve him in true a 


Holineſs and 
m praiſe him. This is the only ſure way to 
e 


. earthly” Governments, and to fit and . | 
them for the Inherirance of God's Heavenly 

dom, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lon, — 
who there liveth and reig 
rhe Wee Ghoſt ever one 


* 


in it, 
2 and worthy. of the Sons « f men, who 3 


Sreatures; and depend A bark the 


Governors 8 with. ſuch a 1+, 


htcouſneſs, and all the People 


8 


both Rulers and Subjects Rppr in their 


I 
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the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 
 Tiſhbite, aying: Seeft thou bow Ahab hum 
bGleth himſelf before me? Becauſe he hum- 
 bleth himſelf before me, I will not bring the 
Evil in bis days; but in his Son's days will 
I bring the Evil upon his Houſe. 


8 8 , x * * 
= MED ad ae 
2 * 


words, we muſt take a 
matter of Fact which oc: 
se had a mind to à Vine 
dee Naboth the Yezreelite, | 


view of the 
King of //rael 
ard of one of his 
zauſe it lay hard 


— 


is Palace, and would ſerve him very conve- © 
nientliy for a Garden. In order to procure it, he 
ſpeaks to Naboth about it, offering him either a 
better in exchange for it, or the full value of it 
in ready money. Naboth gives him a peremptory, 
end in appegrance too blunt a denyal. But indeed 
. | 1 * 


unde nds Lan which! pro ited © 
_ the alienation of d patrimony frota og Erbe ot 
5 Family. to araber z Except in gabe o 


CC! $01 8 de — that is he. 
wal big 3 — to gratiſie the Ki 

made part of the — eat and f : ſhoukd-never 
recover it again. s N Os 
by uf 9 0 not de deried a thing, bad hs 
- much ſer, his Heart upon, withotit-reſent+ 
ing it very grievouſſy, and loſing his Reſt and his 
e With the vewation of it. His Wite 5 
r the cauſe of his diſorder, 

5 Hine nth a yo, —— aaf * 


K © cording to your _ x 6 
© (wall à matter as this? 


em with the 8 zignet, e dem 
| full Authority, and. chen diſp atches them away to 
where Nalulb dwelt, « 
firſt place to im u Fe 


Magiſtrates and Goveroars of -Fezree!, the City -_ 
ing 


them in the 
0 alarm ; 


the Peoples winds with ſome horrid eee q 


ſpiracy: and then on the Faſt- day, when they were 
aſſembled together, do ſet Natur? in he al. of 
them, and procure two wirneſſes, ſuborned and in- 
ſtructed 4 to ſwear: Blaſphemy and Frea- 
ſon againſt. him. Either of which was a = 
n bat ſhe put them together, to make = 
| |; | 1 7 
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ins That Fg 0 Blak Chan againſt God the le 
People might riſe up with the greater indignation, ' 
and ſtone him; and for his Treaſon” againſt the 
King his Eſtate might be forfeited to him, agai ſt 
whoſe: Crown why, Dignity he had offended. bet: 
AI this was ſpee ly cxcuro, a5 Treat had 
contrived. Her — met with a ready 
Obedience from a profligate ſet of Officers. And 
in a few days ſhe congratulated Ahab. upon the 
News from Fezreel, that Naboth had been ſtoned 
to death there for Blaſphemy and Treaſon, and 
that he had now nothing elſe to do, but go and 
take poſſeſſion of the Vineyard, which was be- 
come his own by right of Confiſcation. 
Ho far hal was privyto this villainous con 
trivance of his Wite, it doth not full 818 I 


ſiome think he was wholly. ignorant 'of But 


the contrary ſeems to be ſufficiently intim ated by 
what follows. For the Prophet Elijab, by a os 
cial Commiſſion from God, gives him the meetin 
within the walls of his newfiy- acquired ineyar 
and accoſts him with theſe words; Haſt thou tilled, 
and alſo taken poſſeſſion ? In the place where dogs 7 
ed the Blood f Naboth, ſhall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine. Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will 
tate away thy Poſterity, and will cut off | from Abab 
him that pifſeth againſt the wall, and him that is ſhut 
wp and left in * rael. And I will mate thy Houſe 
E he the Ho 3 the Son of Nebat, and 
like the Hoſt ſha the ſon of Abijah, for the 
e 1 thou haſt provoked me to An 
and made Iſrael to fin. And of Jezabel alſo pate 
the Lord, | ſaying, ? e dogs. ſhall eat Jezabel by the 
Wall of Jeareel. — dies of Ahab in the City, 
the dogs ſhall eat; and bim that dies in the Feld frald 
the fowls of the Air ent. 
How could Abab bear all = in the preſence | 
of his gear Officers, from an old man in a doth 
1 5 U 
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cothvacid u labern, Agne . . had ie incu 
Bis diſpleaſure by the Slaughrei Baabs Prieſts. 
and was fled for ir; and now-the-irſt e be. ap- 
pears in his preſence, devotes every limb of s 
Family to che Brutes? Abaß ſtormed at firſt, and 
began to pour out fierce L 3 Ha thou 
found me, O mine Enemy! But when the Fro phet 


was: not in the leaſt abaſhed with his looks or 


words, but leiſurely and g ve 


1 the 
dreadful Sentence -of - 1 | 


(Garments, put on hair-cloth in their ſtead; 
made his bed:of the ſame, forbid any Table to 

be ſpread for him as uſual, and. * dave” _—_ the 
_ coarſeſt Food and that very ſparinglys ti 


reduced to a Skeleton, and grown 10 — — 


he could ſcarce ſet one foot before another, and 
had no manner of Heart to go about any buſineſs. 


Then the wird of the Lord tame to Elijah, n, | 


Seeft thou how” Abab bumbleth' —_— before me 
| Becauſe he humble himſelf "before 


T bring the Evil 8 11 %% 13612 


IN diſcourſing upon which Words] 1 "ſhall | 


conkider, 8 rr Mind 4g; Wm bot 


I. Tux heinouſneſs of Ahal's Sin. 0 


II. H1s Humiliation for it. aan wi mY 


III. Tx effects of his ame Au pre- 
vailed with God in ſome meaſure to nn 
puniſhment, by deferring it for ſome time. 


TV- T'wzUles' which we. mould make « 


an this: „ ef 1 8 
Ax firſt of all, Abal's Sin (for 1. we may 


warrantably call it, "ſince the Prophet has charged _ 
ir ſo peremptorily upon him) was A "_ 


ow monſtrous aggravations. . 
„Ix the extent of it. We do not: wei 
11 by to the bottom of this Blood. But look 


Spirits ſunk, he was! ſtruck dumb, he tore off his 7 


Bring the Evil in his days; but in his Sow's 5 days 40 6 


Crcnatien of Wigeſſes. 


8 with bis 
d, * — ente Laus of 


| puni ment of bein Pur ts. 
the Divine Law has excepted, and d pee ho 
Deut. xiv. 16. De Fathers ſhuli 2 nut to death 
fen ibe Obildren, nor the Children fur the Fathers. 
Avery man ſhall be put to dgath for hit o Sin. 
Why then is abs Poſterity conſigned to des 
ſtrustion on account of this Maſſacre? why, by 
the Sentence df God, who has reſerved to Him- 
mas, Thar Porcine nigh — 
menſurate to his Sin; and hig Deſtructi otoporti- 
Onable to what: he dad inflicted, root branch. 
e T HE: f compaſſing Naboth's de- 
ſruction was date . It was by the corrup- 
tion of a Whole Coutt of Judicature, and by Sub- 
And ſo all the 


1. 
Jer, at the inſtigation — Ahad's 


ſtrates of 
Wife, — _ —.— his — pus 1 Be were 
drawn into oxridle gui vil 

and * Murder. ws ae 
Z ah, Ir was a Sin of 'pernidiov Exarople, and 
; e of all Law and ſuſtiee. For What 
Judge would keep his hands len from Outs? 
— Witneſſes would be afraid of Perjury? wha 


— would ſtick at proſecuting his 

5 Honour, Rex "gr 1g % Or the like, | | 

: bes nog and. — 7a cer King le _— whats all 
Hae] ſhould hear that their King both practiſed 


dceed: ings den Courts 2 


and rewarded ſuch 5 
And therefore with great 
braids him, that not content ariths his own Pers! 
ſonal provocations of God, he made 4/720] to Sin; 
a! hived — to it * Bribes, m— 
them 


e Dix ine afliſta 


: bs hed Wow hemed. «| be great. . 


ge 85 Heaviny 
big K Vall are „ and ragt 5 : 73p 


where Villanies are hat 
up; and wankaſted. nader ae eCiqus. colour of 
Leal and Devetiom! Odious 
baſeſt of bymap race, but much mpre in a, King, 
who, PUBIIES, with death; the; counterfeiting h 


Seal, and abuſing his Image and 7 80 erſcriptioan 
lent purpoſe, as bei hyghly dee ee 


any fraud 
able to him; and; yor is not aſhamed to co 


| ow: the 3 ll 0 1 and grofanoche moſt 5 


to Se Authority 


Inne Machi —.— 105 9 


Sv GH; was Abah's Sin, ſo- circumſtantiared;and_ 


rendred. exceeding. ſinful. - Let us ſee, in che bes 3 
Places how he. hurabled. himſelf for i K. „ 7 
His Humiliation; was extreamly; rigorous The 4 


—.—. exg reſſions o 
and it certainly proceeded: fm a mighty; Tem- 
pe eſt of Conſu 


part of the Prophe 
a Thunderbolt 


te him, as thus; to aſtoniſh him? 


It was the Guilt of Nabatb's innocent blood charg- 
ed home upon him; which thus avenwhelmed; ang 
e e ck „ d 
an But was he — in. a ſenſe of, the. 4 


Contempt 


ſunk; his Spirits; a guih 
elevated and — Mind with Furies and 


in t. were. en aging upon, n 1 
the firt An 3 pk „ hey rage ation Mas, * 7 


ypocrilig;.in the 


At could not be exceeded > : 


Grief, and Horror in his Breaſt = 
ut what: Was it chat rayſed. this Tempeſt;?; what | 
8 diſcourſe had proved ſuch” 


* 


Pfalm 'or Prayer, deploring his Cri | 
ing mightily to God for Pardon and Reconcilia- 
tion: Some Edict or Proclamation iſſued out to 
ſuppreſs the Idolatries, and rectify the Corruptions 
which had grown to a prodigious ſize under his 
Reign. He who had thrown down God's Altars, 
and flain his Prophets with - the Sword, would 
now have imployed all hands to repair thoſe Al- 
tars, and have publiſhed his Royal Protection and 
Favour to the Brethren ore Sons of thoſe Pro- 
hets. But not a word of all this: No ſuch Re- 
ormation ever entred into the thoughts of Abab. 
And therefore his Faſting and Mournihg was not 
the fruit of any ſincere Repentance, or abhorrence 
of Sin, but the reſult of ſome other Conſideration. 
_ Wnar that other Conſideration was, is plain 
from theſe words of the Prophet: Thine, and 
thy Wife Jezabel's Blood ſhall be poured out 
© to the dogs in this very Vineyard which thou 
© haſt defiled with the Blood of its righteous 
Owner; and the fleſh of thy Poſterity ſhall ' be 
© thrown about as Carrion upon the face of the 
Earth: And thy name ſhall be blotted out, like 
© thy wicked Predeceſſors, Feroboam and Baaſha, 
© whom I have utterly extirpated.“ This, this is 
that which cut Abab to the Heart; to have ſuch a 
ghaſtly picture of his own and his Children's ine- 
vitable ruin preſented to his Eyes. Had he heard 
nothing but. a Declamation againſt his Sins, he 
could have born it as he had done before, with- 
| V 


or eres e the pinto of bs Royal Table. 
But when it was told him, of what direful conſe- 
quence his Sin would ſhortly prove to himſelf and 
his whole Family, he is ſtruck dead with the fright» 
ful apprehenſions of it. This is _ true neee 
and reaſon of Abab's Humilistion. 5 

I proceed in the IIId place to 'confides the 
effect of his Humiliation ; and how it prevailed 
with God in ſome meaſure to rote his | epmepalf 
ment. 

WW H 4 B's borrow, as is befors declared; | was 
not of the right ſort. It was only for his Suffer- 
ings, not for his Sin; or for the Conſequences of 
his Sin, not for the Matter of it. But however, 
by this defective and partial Humiliation he thus 
far gave Glory to God, that he owned he be- 
lieved his Word, and conſequently acknowledged 
his Power, t that he was higher than the higheſt 
upon Earth; his Omniſcience, that he had ſeen 
through all "the dark Plot which they had been 
carrying on; his Juſtice, that he would not ſuffer 
ſo much violence to paſs unpuniſhed; and his 
Vengeance, t that he would retaliate the horrid Mur- 
der in all its circumſtances , body for body, 
houſe for ein root for fours ar Wr for 
branch. 

ALL theſe: Attributes of God Abab acknow | 
| ledged and glorified, by his Humiliation. Which 
neither Jeroboam nor Baaſha had done before him. 
For they hardened their Faces againſt the Prophets 
when they paſſed the ſame doom upon chem, and | 
took no farther notice of it. = 

AND therefore God looked upon Abab's Snoks 
cloth and macerated Body with a 4 aſſion, which 
moved him to revoke ſomething of. the Pumith- 
ment which he had intended for him. I will not 
* the Evil in his days, but in his Son's days wi 4 

bring 
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; my s which, by virtue of his n tig 


| Gghting 


- - ſtances the e Propher 8 rtk denunciation was execu- 


ought to malen af the foregai: 


—— Link. e eee, 
. e Wo. 


ed till after his death; and-,wheateas he W 
have expiated Innocent blood with the; ſheddi $ 
of his own-in Naboth's Vineyard, he had the a- 
your: to die honourably. in che Field of Bartel, 
againſt the | Syrians... In. other eircum- 


ted to aitittle. ', Ahab being lain. at Ramoth-Giltad, 


his Body was brought home in his Chariot; which. 
when aus waſhed in the Pool of Samaria, the dogs 


were obſenvad, contrary to cuſtom, 10 dick ap the 


Blood. His Son Jehoram and his Wife Jezabel 
were ſlain in the Vineyard ad Jegroel. And how: - 


the reſt of his Family were a Hm we ma ea * 
at large 2 Kings . e 
Ado here I cannot enter upon te Jifun — 
zing paſſages better, 
than with admiring both the, Goodneſs and Severity. 


of C * in the . now before us. 


N firſt I obſerve God's ſs and tender 


regard of our ſorrow for Sin, even where it i 
but ſelfiſh, and terminates in à ſenſe of our . nn 


Sufferings. A Goodneſs ſo unmeaſurable, that ſome 
have imagined God would rather ſuffer ſome 
diminution in his Attributes of Veracity, Juſtice, 


and Holineſs, than not give full ſcope and latitude 
to his Mercy. But. in cell all 55 Attributes are 
very conſiſtent. For all his; 1 


eatnings: are con - 
ditional, and he may, with ſafety. to his unchange- 
able perfections, forbear the execution of them, 
when the condition is fulfilled; and that accord- 
ing to his own rule, Ezek. xviii. I ben the wicked: 
man turneth away from his wickedneſs that he hath- 


_ and doth. ute E 10% 15 ful. n rights. 


2 0 
7 Far ITE; AT. * 
. " 

EF 1 
3 e 
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10 ve. the Te erm ; 5 — _—_—— . 
are e lie ſame nes | 
2 end en c Impen 


en —— | 
Ae! ones { —— — for it: a ſuſpenſion per- 
haps of Judgment, or an abatement in one circum: 
ſtance e 3 ee 5H ee of the puniſtu- 


4% 
he is no verbs of Perkin 
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5 py che three former Kings, e bis o Sons, 
to the grearoffence of Almighty God, 9 
to the ruin and extirpation of his true Religion 
Or Abab it is ſaid, that in high comempr of 
"the Dir Law, which ſeyerely prohibited ſu cg 
Audolatrous Mixtures he took to Wife Jezebel the po 
Daughter of £tbbaaly whom other Hiſtorians gal! 
Itholalus. And with her he eſpouſed the worſhip 
of Baal, the common Idol of all Phenicia, and for- 


 merly of all Paleſtine toe al Joſbua ae. 
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mf 1 - e e. 57 al 
| Es. 5 — faficied it was a divine intel 
VI = 7 the fo Inſpector and Governor of 


| d 
Wies 8e A arv 1 5 Aar NETIC. 


;nflaence upon all the Elements and every 2 
ſo that they invocated and prayed to it, and magnified 


it with the 85 ene their Language 
would afford, — . Heaven, Moloch 
and Melchom' oof Retven! d by ther Titles, 
according to 5 JS >a of the hee Ber- 
e 0 Toys ern.Languages.” They 
ed Sac 3 .and ork Sis. all. 96 5 2 — 


| Rites and NY 18 the Sun, as” to à God. 
Particularly they kept a Sacred Fire continual - 
burning in honour of it, as being the fountain 
of Heat ek Light zcand had à peculiar way of 
dedicating cheir G Ohlidren to it, -by paſſing 


them 

either chrough the Flame, or between wo 19 9775 
Hearths or Alkars of this hallowed Fire; 3 though 
ſometimes they even burnt them to death in it 

ay of! Sacrifice; as Holy Seripture aſſures us. 

Ap by another cuſtom; very frequent: in theſe 

Countries, about Carthage, thre, and: Sidon, they 

' dignified their Kings; famous Heroes and Benefic- 

Fe with the name of their God Baal, either ſin- 

5 ht iy it ſelf, or in com poſition with ſome other 

1 Hence Baal, Bel, or Belus, (for tis the 

Lame) is the namè of an ancient King of Bre. And 

- " e ene Uo n and Jezebel; 2 in 
N „ * 


Hannibal, Acc, bal, | Adberhal, and ke 15 exc þ 
Na pak 18 We meet with in 9 5 . ; 
ſhews. how devo red th 


fa. 


Am, whichis thop 4 55 N 7 58 01 F 
Hoe o FIdolatry » was practiſed in J, Trae 1 5 5 Ne 
the 24 19 m the Sacred Hiſtories and in 5 Pro-: : 

ts. f | 8 
In 1 8. | Imp iery, Bu ged out. b. F 7 the "mer 
b , nfligate: 5 5 Zeal, 

ec as. he. 


replant. N 
th the bare 1 of it, Pas 55 ors; 3 
2 the only Re 58 of his King op 
rogat ed the Law of the Lord, demeibel : 
his 5 "and killed and Lanithed 95 ftaryed tas.  - 
Propt ets, and obliged his People, who were but 
too forward of their own. accord, to acquieſce 1 
in and conform:to this Eſtabliiment. Tbere Was . = 
but one Man who durſt reproye hab to his face, 
with that ſeverity which his Enormities e 5. 
and That was the. great, rb Elijabs, who, Was 
ſo eminent for his f and his 
power to call 45 015 5 einge Wand Ju. | ments 
Tom Heaven, that the King, e exaſperated = 
againſt him, yet durſt not lay hands on him to hurt = 
him. This Prophet made, a.brave attempt to ruin 
the credit of Baal's Prophets, and ſubmitted Reli- 
gion to be try d in their,own way; that ſince they 5 
Profeſs d themſelves the Prieſts of the God of Fire, 
© Let us, ſays he, lay Sacrifices.on our 78] &ive / 
« Altars, but put no fire under them, and the God 
© that being called upon, ſends, re to conſume the 
Sacrifice, let him be Code? he Sacrifices were 
br accordingly; and the event you. well 
now; which though it Was ſo e that 


it eee convinced the Spectators that the 
iy © FT. "Mob truth 


5 — a e 17 ier 12 5 525 5 18 5 
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ranks vas Un i Bj ide, and animated chem, at 
his Command, to ſtöne the Tackiters Abena - n 
the Law of Nh/es, even while their Kivg "ard Þ 
tron ſtobd byʒ 3 Jet did it nor reclait 5 
fatal Extvrs nor Was he: | Eclai) 
which this Prophet. after) rds denounced again 
him, twin the Mouth of — 1018. 80 that it 
betatne'nicceflary for the honour and puer Cech 
to execute, as be pine does his long-c ſpiſed and 
ineffe&yal Threatn And 5 2 . 
the Captain of Aab Eivevaliant 
Man, was by the ſpeci God | 
128 | 1 ee wy 7 Tach 'y 


Fond 8 0 aalen wh hole ; 
as à juſt vengeance Fr che Blog 6 | | en 
and other Servants of the Lord, Nu Eh pat 
cular, ' he had cruelly ſhed. ee n ; 
Tus charge Jehy executed wich rigpur upon 
Jezebel,” Abaßs Relict, his Son Jeboram, a 5 5 
Grad leren, infomuch that Abaviab King 0 
Judah, who Was an Idolater, and à deſcend: | 
Be . the. Motters fide, was e in "the 
e FAD . ; 4 E907, | IF 
AN p the awine Con miſſion fully fuſtific i him, 
and cleared him in afl this Execution. Fer other- 
wiſe we could not have read ſo deep. a Tragedy, 
without an abhorrence of the Executioner, n 
withſtanding the Demerits of the St vieh, 
dut this, every act of Yehu a aint the Houſe of 
Aab had De Treaſon and Murder. For the ge- 
neral and eſtabliſhed Law of pre} _ Subjects 
ro a patient enduring of their Sovereign's A 


. a 


be 1 Jo of what nature they will. ſhall flretch 

is band againft the” Lord's e and be 
2e, faid Daz when he had Saul in his Power, 
and the greateſt human 23 > ama to * gre 
ur 


; the: Prophet Jeu, (for 7. 7 a Pro»: 
2 — of that Name) that be wonld cut off bis 


Reruys and that him that died of his Houle :4 


the Fiat the: Tout of the Air ond eats, jut dle 
ſame as Elijab den denounged againſt Gbal, Now 
Zimri being an ambitious. 15055 „ and taking it is 
N this Prophecy for hi Warrant, affaflinated 
his Maſe wi 9g at an Engtertain- 
ment 4 gay qo 2 Here now Was a 
Family like Abab's, devoted to utter Exciſion by 


2 known. Prophecy: and Zinri is wy to 


TO — 1 pe chem, Fr 


Tpecial Go 


r of 15 


* ſpecial | 25 5 8 90 whach 
| Jeb ad, a, 


Bur | Coma in 325 | caſc 2 0 us, 
dolear and. full ande fri whos bg did, He 
Was N Kin Lee by immediag Reve- 


engrance upon. A ne of bab, aud 
—.—. 9 . 0 about pe babe g 
Quite 4 ter ondition toget er With that 
tus Duty. He now ow'd Jeboran no farther | le- 


to King xyi. lere WE. nd Zim in all the. 

_ Cirgumitanges of abu, except the Divine Com» 

men. He was Captain of the Chariots to Ha, 

wicked Son and, Succeſſor of a very bad Father: 
aft whom the Word of the Lord 


in | 
the Gity, the; Dogs ſhould gat; and him that aied in . 
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: Captain, Fo r he was row the ae, ſoke- 
Kings -of Thrael, and Jehvwam's egal authority v 
. wholly. abrogated; the Sword: et | 
Febu's Chet Pak he had Poles tee year tir 
Fehoram and every | body elſe, according as he 
mould receive Orders from God, the fupream 228 
giflator, 'of all the World. 
Fox God indeed may wake en Excef Win 
he, pleaſes from his own neral Laws) And it 
is 25 juſt for him to cut off Sinners by the Sword; 
as by a natural Death. „Bur becauſe the Sword 
cannot act, but as it is apply -d by the Hands of 
Men, who are accountable to Go ene 
of it; therefore they. maſt” never uſt it contrary 
to his known and general Laws, exeept che thave 4 
ſpecial Revelation from hi ire ther others. 
wiſe : Which I think is not pretetided't g in theſe 
latter Days by the fober and ſerious part of Man- 
kind; tho it was common in Ifrael, ho, not with - 
ſanding + their Andi Sit = under a Theo- 
cracy, or immediate D ection o Goc by his Pro- 
phets in ſpecial Caſes; is by virtue thereof made 
what Revolutions and extraordinary Changes of 
Government he ſaw fit Which, this before 
us was certainly of his making. For as he firſt 
directed it, ſo when it was accoempliſhed; he gives 
tb an ample Commendation for what he had 
done, and promiſes him; that for this very Ser- 
vice his 8 mould reign to the BN Genes 
ration. = i 0p 7 
. bs 5 8 they did in ke; And taight ht have rei gned 
muc longer, if this new Royal Family pad not 
continued a groſs deep in hap Religion 
hich they were Taiſed' hs ko. reform. What 800 
Was 2 Text informs u WA took - 1 et 10 
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Word and Deed; for che Hit 


| whet we were rea this P e 
who had ſo digtely: 3 cdrhi = ork dy. 
the Prieſts of Baah, whom he cut to nl} 
türned their Temple into a Dun S 
that Idolatry out of che Kingdonr for ever. WN 
could not ſo active a Reformer have compleated 
nis work, "by! correcting the Sin of Jeraboum 5 
oſten branded and deteſted? The reaſon WI. 
did not do this, we ſhall underſtanc * proſendyg | 
When we have ſeen what this Sin was, alk "the 
and T. mptations Te it? 
"WHEN thro” the juſt Wrath of Hul ber che 
Adelatries of King — the 
| Tfrael revolted from his Son, and made Feroboam 
| their King; this new Prince conſider 
According to Law and conſtant e 
mould gõ up to Fern/alem to ſacrifice — T—— 
le, the Magnificence of that holy Place, the 1. 
ple the Magn that it was 2 "built by their fa» 
mous King Solomon a the light they wound 
there have of his Son and Sucteſſor, might make 
their Hearts relent, and bring them to re- unite a- 
F. in with Judah, to. Jeroboam 's utter Deſtruction; 
the refore he reſ6lved: at / any rate to keep his Peo- 
ple far enough from Jeruſalem ; and having ad- 
viſed wirh hi Politicians, he cauſed two gölden 
Calves 3 be caſt, and ut them in two Temples 
which he built; the one in Bethel; the northern 
Border, and the otlier in Day, the moſt ſouthern 
— of Ifracl; and then calling the chief of the 
- e together, he told them (in the Language 
of all Schiſmaticks) that God is in all Places, and 
hears and / refpe@s? all Men every where alike, 
10 ſerve ine with a true Heart and W Af- 
| ion: 


Pen Tribes of 


d, that if, 1 
— 


be A F > VB £ þ k 1 Win f 4 
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« ; well 2 are, * chow. 10-go. to perigrm | 


that which reſt ICatIons 2; 
that for their Prieſthood, they would be —.— 
— 5h tothe Tribe of Leui, but Men off 


= ry Tribe ſhould be capable of it, and ſo; th 
5 — — would he the mor —_— 2 
verſal; and Begins upon a good foot in tus 


a9 it Was in Juda 

B yr hence came Jerw ag to. A 

Schiſm, with the making of t]yo Calves? Why ; 

Mould he think his Temples -the more facted an 

inviting to the Worſhippers, lar Ans Preſence af 

uch. Figures In them? Ct Ty" 1 4: hag = 5 

i SOME learned Men will od, 7 its th 

be made in Imitation of that which Aaron call. — 

the People, out of their golden Earring, ii 1 | the 

Wilderne6 of Sin. 

Bur it is ingredible that this new. King and 

his Counſellors, however abandon d in other ge- 

ſpe&s, ſhould awwedly imitate and copy 8 - =: 

that Piece, which was known to have colt cher 

Anceſtors ſo very, dear, and for which. hey til 

did Penance every Year, by a ſolemn Faſt. kept 

up among them. If ST d. the Nen 

their Calves, they wo ſure. os Kane 

reaſon for them. | 

Ix is extreamly imprehable: that he ſhould. 10. 

tend flat Idolatry by theſe Figures, ſince he well 

knew, and God's Prophet had aſſured him, when 

he rent his Mantle in twelve Pieces, and gave 

FE him ten, that it was for the Idolatries of 4 

. non, that ten Tribes were en rom | the Houlc 

of un and given to him. 4 "= 
Jis 


n 


2 


— 


and! to Alter a Zircumſtances che pie 
8 Prieſtnood as he appiehended would 

0 3 to his Government. 

Wa ay 1 of -e 2 


Rader Onen that ſupported 2 great brizen Lover, 
he held it both lawful -and-expedient to place. 
foine Hgnificant Figure. in his new Temples: and 
he choſe that of the Calves for two Ends. 

-> Ons was; becauſe ir was a proper Eble of 
& Sacrifice: So that when his 
were dedicated together, he e to the Peo» 
ple 5 Now here is a auch” of the Divine Pre- 
6 ſence and Reſidence as at Jeruſalem; and it is 


© pr lawful for”/uel- to offer Sacrifice here, as it 


s for Judab to do it chere. So: thoſe Words 


* his, Theſe. be thy Gods, O Iſrael, are comment 


ed u For no body imagines he meant to 
1 x them, that theſe Figures of the Calves 
were Deities; bur that the Divine Majeſt 
__ — conſecrated! to him, was as 
ready ro 'bleſs [rae] there, a 
Worthippers in Solomon's Temple. As to the 
Word Code, being in the plural number, it i; 
commonly o in the ſacred Language, when me 
ef no more than the one God. 


as he es ths 


His other End in ſetting up theſe Figives' 


might be, to make'the'Breach between the two 


Kingdoms irreconcileable,” 4 For though he might 


recommend them to his on People, yet he cared 
not how they were to L And here- 


in 


Temples and Calves 
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Sf and cancelled: 


Ecruah, DoreGaon-upon,this acc 1:12» 
Lt n no leh ary Was — n Kon ir. 


— pr —.— ra Ang 


tramp led upon. His moſt ſolemn; Prohibitions s 


build Altars, and offer Sacrifices any where but 
in the Temple at Jeraſalem; Mis Injunctions tom all 
rat, to appear there annually at the three, great 
eftivalsz - His Limitations of the Prieſtheod, to 
the Houſe of Aaron, and other Sacred Miniftratis 
ons to the Tribe of Laus * "Rn all. Utterly tank | 
_ 4700 1 943 2s ut 
No Jehu;departed; not * theſe Sins of Fes 
e to wit, the golden Calves in Bethel and in 
Dan. We now ſee the Reaſon. why he departed 
not from them; the very ſame; Which indueed his 
2 Jeroboam to ſet them up; leſt the 
1 9 going up ko Jeruſalem. #0\werthip, mould 
reconciling themſelves to their former 
Sovereign of the Houſe of David. Jebu could be 
very religious, ſo far as it ſuited with human Po- 
licy. He could let looſe all his Fury upon the 
orſhippers of Baal, and the Houſe of Aab, 
ond. called out to his. Friends to bear witneſs.of 
his Zeal for the Lord, while he was about this 
Work. Why? Becauſe he was doing 32 Own 
Work at the ſame time, and am is own 
Royalty by the Deſtruction of his great Enemies 
and Competitors. But to think of healing the 
old inveterate Schiſm in Religion, and reſtore the 
Laws relating to the Prieſthood and Temple: 
worſhip, was to run a riſque which none — his 
Predeceſſors would mee upon, ſince the Divir 
fan of the two Kingdoms. It 1s true, God had 


pr O 


| promiſed es cen Uh that King in 
| yerihe word hat, mould keep, 


eve; him, wr the 
— ne * he bad fox ne for him: I IE eg. 
| ſure ee I Ic 
Altars was  NOrofiOuS, bur Fehu WY to atone 
for chat, by an over- flowing Zeal agaigft Baal. 
Him he was reſolved, to exterminate, colt what 
it would; and that Task ſhould be TR excuſe fo! 4 
| mor. 9 She, her, Enormity. 
Tus Jehu went but half way in his Refor- 
on, 4 is Religion was but human Policy . 
in the bottom: He 70 more careful of his own 
Intereſts than God s Hon ur, and us Sreat Li 
ended in Selfrlev ee 9 
How much better aReformer was \ Heeakiah 5 in 
his Kingdom of Judab, whogor: only aboliſhed Ido- 
. Hide but Schiſm too, by ſuppreſſing thoſe High- 
places we read of, Which the People had ſet. up 
as ſo many private Altars, to offer part at leaſt g 
their W ces in, and that in prejudice to the 
Prieſts, and in derogation to the Temple and Al- 
ter at Jeruſalem. And this he. did at time W 
he had dangerous Enemies of the A rian and 
Pjpdiliſtines, and When it might be thought Very 
unſraſonable and unpolitick to give any diſguſt. to 
- .his-own People: But this Prince. was no Secular | 
© Politician, but indeed a much wiſer man; for he 
truſted God farther than any of his Predeceſſors, | 


ſince the diviſion of the Ba Kingdoms; And the 


. wiſdom. of this truſt was fully juſtified, by, thoſe © 
continued Succeſſes. and W ors Deliverances 
which God vouchſafed; him. And therefore from 
the whole we may conclude, that it is you trug 
Policy and Intereſt to be chorough and impaytial 
Servants of God; to obey him in his own. 12 
1 Ge way, without reſerve. Ando not to be 14 
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ment to hope for God's Bl 


ſteddily auen 


3 diff 
"Zards 10 
ot ft x 


N iſſue 6 


Ws not. 5 of 1 1g" 
zealous a — 95 if we ſacr 
mand of God to àny Imagination, any fe 
tereſt or Honour, ati love or 2 of Nene —.— 
By er z as effectually : e hid 
man re us; e 95580 3 — 
Hot m ee, have wh known und heard 
of among vurſelye, violent for eme dig an 
Religion which have promoted their Affairs, and 
meer Libertines in all the reſt? who While they 
have abhorred Idols, have run witli a flaming Zeal 
to the commiſſion of Sacrilege, and have made 
no ſcruple, or rather have pleaded Conſcience for | 
perverting the plain genuine Senſe of as m 
bc of God's word, as have been urged a in 
hem, and oppoſed at an time to their evil w 
. Wn at reward can ſuch men hope for, 
uſe Religion for ſuch à eloak of Hypocriſie, and 
While with 7ehz they make Oſtentation of Teal 
for ( fit down with him in the known and 
P reach of his moſt faered Laws? They 
may poſſibly be as ſucceſsful as he was, in gain- 
ing fo dme teinporal Advantages by ſuch a Conduct; 
but from his Example they have no Encourage- 
| long with them, 
On the contrary, they will find that his moſt me- 


ritorious Service, which he is applauded for in 
this chapter, is afterwards put to he Account of 


his Sins, and threatned wich the Divine Vengeance. 


1 will, ſays God by the Prophet ' Hoſea, chap.” i. 


yer. . 7 will — 'e the Blood of eure upon be 
© Houſe of Jebu. ich at firſt hearing muſt ſound 
nw 


- , than to * 
for it. Was ver 


e and glorific God: 
fit tht” he ſhould | 
, which nothing but an expreſs Re- 

' velichin could diſchar e him f, as I noted before, 
ſinee Re had: 16 «| 


to the Wine 
God in this extraordina iſpenſation. This 


* how the leaven of Selk love and el. 


at 
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LEX us then, in concluf Ong 
* is our trueſt intereſt to ſerve. 


due 


and EEE 
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through bis Merits, 
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And. f . ; be was wor ſhipping. in 
the: houſe 107 4 1 poof his God, that Auram- 
me lech and — his Son ſnnote hin 

h the Sword": And they eſcaped imo 


e Lit f 2 farvadder'” "the A 


menia; and” 
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8 5 th ragical end, of 5 a Ka 
72 > Þ 15 1 pr 11 to his own. ruin; 
do intoxicated with the ſucceſs, off 
. own and his Pro geriitors Arms, "AS tc 
fancy that all che powers of Heaye | 
and. Earth . were chained to his Chariot wheels. | 
Hiſtory abounds with the great Actions of the 
Aſſyrian Emperors. Hezekiah, in his Prayer to 
God upon this occaſion, confeſſes that they had 
rendred themſelves formidable; by deſtroying the 

Nations and their Lands. 
To trace them up to their fountain head, they 
were deſeended from Aſur * Son of Shems who 
„ J went 


p Re 8 


£ not Aria, that great Country in the 2 


ers in the Conſpiracy, Belæſis and Arbaces, divided 
| Joy, Calles ane Finds: * 1 | 


he laid Siege to his Metropolis Beuge — 4 | 


| the Son and Succeſſor of. this: 27 lath Pileſer, ca 
up againſt Samaria, the head City of the King- 
dom of frael, and took it, and carried away the 
ten Tribes of 1/7ael Captive, and diſperſed them 


of Samaria, | Hezekiah; who was now upon the 1 
Throne of Judab, took the Opportunity io es. 


Era at this day called [7 os an 
_ wholly under the BD of the 75 urks,; which 
| they ſo name from Ereat, one of the - Primitive. , 

. Cities of that Country, mentioned Gen. x. 10. 7 
T uE City of Nineveh, fituate on the Weſt⸗ 
fide of the 


-reign of his Father Abaz: And when the Af 


ent out from his Wes, wa built:Nineveh, as 
dens . and from him Was denen 17 


ded with Armenia, Mea 


eſopot 


"> at. 

A * : 0 n 4 
. 
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River Tigris, was the flouriſhing Seat 
of the A Hrian Emperors, for above thirteen Cen- 
turies, till the time of Sardanapalus, who proved. 
ſuch an effeminate Prince, that his Captains gon 4 
ſpired againſt him, and the two principal Lead. 


his Dominions between them bob BORE: 76 hed Fn of 75 


Ty | Jorg of Eh mt, 2 to diy 


it, Mew the King, and carried the peop e Captiye. + 
IN the next hap ter we read, how e = 


in ſeveral Cities of the AHrians and Medes. ; 1 2 f | 
 W m1L x Salmanaſer was engaged in ax LC LA 4 


ver what had been loſt from his Kingdom in the 


rian ſent to him to demand the Tribute Which 
. had * to pay 1 0 to Ay Pleſe 
V 5 L. I 7 


yet our Trunſlarors did not a 
2 — wo' but e 


2095s, nien I — all 
I as is ſufficient] 
os . yy 
. 


to dence that this 
* him 


the i Rebellion that is 
Re Ul Allowed hie deppen. r — 
reformed thoſs abuſes and. 


Hi e — — the 
3 — i ihr idolatrous vec, mg and 
2 ul! rly chat of the Brazen Serpent, becauſt 
"the People treated it with a religious regardz by 

ng Incenſe — . In wy — Gods Cam- 
5 the Moſaieæ an t 8 
2 eee eee . 
1 che ben 8 
upon God for His Protector, who had made ma- 
ny expreſs aud gracious Promiſes to his People 


r om all their — wat „. 
The truth er "theſe Promiſes they 21 often ex- 


Ar r preſent Hitoiah was fake Bom rhe vegent⸗ 
merits of Salmanaſer, whoſe Arms were providen- 
? tally reſtrained from — by « War 5 18 

; 1141ͤ 32 0 4 


und in the World to depend 


e Then, hens? kept his e | bis 
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offyrians dhould advance da fir 2 te te Ey: 
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x diſtreſs chem with want of Water. 
49 aged gho Gity-wallsof e 
crefted a new outer wall 


Wa 


885 The King allo * provided 
Teide in abr and 4 
of a gate of the ee and — — . 4 


ll the myers, that is with uin 
with ur thaw "with him. "With: _ i 
2 usiis the Lord bur God,” 
Barrels. Aud 5 ro 
"= the 2 + Heatkinh. 


an Arm 
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Boney uo tir ſuch a firong and pop x1 
grew 1nclinable to hearken, to terms of 
modation, and ty 

from ZÞzekiah as were lac ryto h 
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in all to near three hundred and fifty thou! 
Pounds of our money, and to make 


of Silver, and thirty Talents of Gold, 


-PUNCTUAL _ 
ment of the Tribute demanded: for the future. 


This compoſition, I ſuppoſe, Hezobiab did not 


make of his own will, but at the inſtance of his 


People. For to raiſe the Sum preſently to be paid, 
he was forced to cut off a great deal — 


the Doors and Pillars of the Temple; which was 


indeed better than to ſuffer it to fall into the yn 
mies hands; though I believe, if he had been left 
to himſelf; and not over-p exforaded by his: Coun- 


ſellors, he would have cue God for his Deli- 


method 


ar Was 


verance, without taking this extraordinar 
for it. And I doubt not but when the 


ended, he reſtored what he had thus borrowed: Io 


| mcany his Peace, e he was clicared* 


4 * 5 " \ 
« : 28 + . * \ dz gory 


Fe O ene having 18 g roveived: the x money he 


demanded, made an expedition into Egypt, 3 


oned by Herodotus and others, as well as our Sa- 
cred Writer: where being baffled at the Siege of 
Peluſium, the entrance into Egypt, and otherwiſe 
weakened; (Herodotus ſays, that the Bow-ſtrings - 


and Quivers of his Archers and Shields of his Sol- 


diers were are all gnaw'd to pieces in one night, 


by a miraculous Army of Rats and Mice:) return- 


ing into Paleſtine, he renewed his quarrel with 
Hezekiah, upon pretence wm he Was a Confede- 
rate wich che King of Eg IT 

Io upbraid him with dis, and to „ Arge bim! in 
the face of his own. People, he ſent three of his 
chief Officers to Jeruſalem, to make an Oration to 
the People againſt their King, which was pro- 


nounced by Naſbateb, becauſe he underſtood the 


Hebrew tongue; for which reaſon ſome of the 
9 Rabbies have fancied that he was a Rene - 


i 8 Sade 


=> 


crifices 


g Sabel beck . Religion R's #00 Ig ” the 
; Afri. But if the Speech which, he ſpoke on 


this Occaſion, was of his own compoling, he be- 
trays much ignorance in the Jewiſh Religion, when 
| he has es Fatih with Impiety, for 3 
the Hig Places, and Altars erected in them, . 
_oblig all the Jeus to come and offer their Sa- 
ces at Jeruſalom. For this act of his was ſtrict . 
agreeable to the divine Law, and a height * 
zeal for the worſhip of God, to Which few King 
beſides himſelf arrived. It being obſerved in th 
lives of otherwiſe good Kings, as an Alloy of their 
_ _— Character, thatithe Hi gh e not 


taken away. in their Reigns tn, 


i 


TAuESE High Places were e eminencies of 
Hills ſhaded with Groves of Trees, and furniſhed 
with Altars and other conveniences for reli ou: 
Worſhip. They had commonly à fence ab 
them, to keep out Cattle and wild Beaſts from © 
filing them, but no other Covering at top, be- 
ſides what the heads of the Trees made. Such 
ſhades were pleaſant in thoſe hot Countries, and ge- 
nerally a ſufficient covering where it ſeldom rain- 
ed, and by their retirement conduced much to the 
Solemnity of Religion. There was one reaſon for 
theſe High Places, and ſeveral againſt them. The 
reaſon for them was, that they were like Chappels 
of Eaſe to the Mother Church, where the people 


could offer their Sacrifices and other Devotions, og 


without taking a long journey-to. Feru/alem. The 
reaſons agai 


by the He then, and that che Tſraelites who fre- 
quented them, were in danger of falling into Ido- 


latry, or at leaſt into Schiſm, and that they detain - 4 4 


ed Men from going up at the appointed times to Je- 
ruſalem, as N bad expreſl „ them. 


And rherefore it Was: a N ” Qlander in R 


— 


them were, that they were erefted/ | 


did Aberwards rep ed onian, Sham ſlarianc bim 
this very Place; but he could not Jay ſo to 
Sennacherib upon the occafion of this Expedition, 
becauſe he ſays the very contrary by Halah, That 
be ſhould me br ——— 22 the event 
proyed this to be à true Prophecy; but the Ora- 
cles of God cannot contraditt one another; There- 
Fi that which ee Nee b en, aner 
| Ion i n IS Tt 
340 K 4 BSHAK E is Infruticncafterwabds 
* are nt with What he ſays herd. 
5 For what nee was there to Plead the authority of 
the God of J#429/for this Vndertaking, when after- 
wards he challenges even thisGod to ddtrar him, ma- 
king no more account of him, 8 of - 
the Gentiles, 9 1 s rhur ſhould haue 
fenden the Countries which my Maſter has tonguer eu? 
un who i your Lord, that he ſhould deliver ' your e- 
uſalemont of my hands? His Maſter's Letter which 
e ſent to Hzetiah, is full of the ſame . 
Let unt thy Gad, Lans he, in -m thuu truſirſt, do- 
ceive thee; ſaying, Feruſadem ſhall not be delleeredin- 
6 the hand by rhe King of — an 8 3 
counts 0 eat | 
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green H 4 gelt . „ 
Fer © mm ern Aale ge ag * ww 
4 ut I bau-] thy, _ and thy going aut, and AY 
coming in, and thy rage againſf mt. Becaul e 
ainſi. me, and thy tumult 5s. come. am into mine early 
3 erefore 1 will put my hook in thy noſe, and m bris 
die in thy lips, aud with ary 1 & by tbe, Way u | 
abi ch tha mt... yz 1 
ALL this was executed. ypon. Sennacherib bobs | 
; he Was able to p erform any. action ageinſt Fer We 
2. In that night, lays. the Text, the Ange K the 
115 7 We 04 e UTR he ſame 
ſome, that Hezekiah received Sennacherit's me 
fe: etter: The Taimudiſts ſay, it Was the 
Ni Night that the Army of che 4/rians ate 
5 before Feru/alem, but were ſo weary that they 
_ for-the preſent attempt nothing ainſt it. 1 
This is very probable, and both theſe Interpreters " of 
may well be underſtogd of one and the ſame line. 
THE Angel of the Lord {mote #hems,. with a peſti- = 
joey jal 255 ale, ſays Jaſenpbus; with Lightning, 
1 — with 4a her Wind, ſay chen 
which is very frequent in thoſe Parts, and often de- 
ſtroys n in a Moment. +0: of theſe 
wa 4 ſuit well with God” $ 'Threa that be 
eee them, and make them as mi, 
; tres $a or Hed Gon. Bur who gs che y 5 


7 


ee eee hinge, ing at z 
1 doubt not but it was purely lou BY 
God might the more illuſtrate his Power, To the 
ypnaccountableneſs of this laughter. N | 
© SENNACHERIE, I take it for "granted, was not * 
5 2 in the Army which was thus deſtroyed: It 
| as headed by Rabſhakeh and the other two Officers 
And their Maſter was upon the Road from Lbrab 
_ with Forces, in order to joyn them. But when he 
heard of the Hand of God upon his Army at Jeru- 
alem, he turned in Amazement, and ms ſe the beſt 
ol his way home to Nine ueb. This agrees well with 
the Texts which ſay, He ſhall not come before this City, 
but ſhall hear a — and ſhall return into his own 
Land, and I will cauſe him ee the Sword in bis - q 
| 0” Land. ne NS 3 
Gp had reſerved him for a more durable 
8 bloody Death. The loſs of his Army ONE 
ed him ſo, that he fell into contempt amon 
Subjects. Several of his Provinces 'revolted 
him, particularly Media, which Was the largeſt and 
moſt Lonſiderab ble of them all. For the Medes, 
when they heard in how low a Condition he was 
returned to Nineveh, immediately ſhook off 10 I 
Yoke, and formed themſelves into a kind of 3 
pular Government or Commonwealth. But ſoon 
growing ſick of the confuſions which this cules - 
among them, they were forced to have recourſe to 
Monarchy for the Remedy, and the next Year they 
choſe Deioces for their King, whom they had for- 
merly made great uſe of, as a happy e of 
their differences; and for the great proof which he 
had given of his juſtice and abilities on ſuch Occa- 
fions, they advanced him to this Dignit y. 
SENNAGHERIB was not only grown con- 
temptible to his Subjects, but odious and intole- 
rable to his own Family; for, like a diſappointed 
—— he vented his lavage Humours upon all that 


1 9 he IF 9 him with t he 


| faflines made their — 4 
into 2 


him, reigned with great Felicity thirty nine Vears, 


and added Babylon and its ee his Domis 1 


. nions. 


; cauſe 1 in his diftreſs he had vowed: to offer them up 
in Sacrifice to his God. And though there appear 


it is the well-known perſwaſion of e People, 
that when they were in imminent danger, the laſt 
remedy they had to extricate themſelves, was to 
vow, and ſometimes preſently to offer up the dear- 

eſt thing that they had in Sacrifice to their Gods. 
I ſhall mention but one Example, which is in the 

third Chapter of this ſecond Book of Kings; where 
we are told, that when the three Kings, of Judah, 
Ifruel, and Edom beſieged the 9 1 Moab with, 


their united Forces in his capital „and he on 


they were too hard for him, he 5 "his eldeſt Son 
that ſpould have reigned in his flead, aud offered him up 
For a Burnt- Offering upon the Mall; which affeted 

the Beſiegers with ſo much horror, that they raileg. 
the Siege and left him. 


Now to draw to a Gee The M 8 


of all this Hiſtory is pointed out to us, by chat 
der ancient Greet — Herodatus, "who had 
. 


\ 


1 = in his own Cha 1 2 2s he was at his Devo» 


meni en all we know of them, but 
ma y juftl y fi pod: that they received the e E 
their Parricide. His Son Eſarbaddon, who ſucceeded * 


* — 


e 
1 why Sennacherib's Sons flew him, was, be- 


ot any ancient Hiſtory to affure us of this, yet we 
muſt confeſs it is a very plauſible Conj ecture For 


* . | 


to pour out horrid Blaſs hemies n — 


* to exalt and magnify: themſelves againſt 


memo '6f. thin Prodigy 
2 e See 


Wrerths lens, þ 
Hennachorib, ald learn to humble him | 


look upon 


ſelf with the loweſt Penitence and Meekneſs, ber 


fore: that Qmnipotent Power, who is thus able to 
abaſe-the loſtieſt of the Sons of Men, who. ſhall 


m. God has declared in a-yery-emphatical Man- 
„ that of all forts of Sinners he beholds the 
roud; with a peculiar Indignation and Averſion. 
And ſuch proud Men are all thoſe who. profanely | 
curſe and fwear, and treat b Da and: { 
Things with irreverent 5 Such proud 
Men are they, who being often — harden | 
their Hearts, hear the Divine Threatnings with: 
2 receiv wing due ron Ne from them, rejec 
the Laws of God to follow their own and 
= that which is — ood in their .own Eyes. Such 
proud Men are they, who being con{iderable. in 


5 this World, demean — as if they were ar 


bove the Worſhip of God, and endeavour to oo - 
ſwade or terriſie others, by the Influence w ch 
they have over them, to depart from- ſome Dur 

of Piety or Virtue, out of reſpe& to them: an 

fo to ſerve and pleaſe them rather than God. Me- 
thinks I hear A geen yaunting: in ennacherib's Lane 
d Suage, 


we, 


WW alth; "their Skill, or any kind ef Orcart 
moe 40 1 their Creator ele me pen 
| fol 10 fes thor aten Undertaking pleaf 


2 1 #6 by ca. or in 
way of deſtructio with him, And chough it 
not overtake them in this "World, it is pitt 


ferns in e at oe e bh 
—_ afar off; he will never ſuffer chem 1 8 


in his ene 


LASTL V, Let haughty and inſolene Men take 


notice, that as they treat God and Man, fo they 
ſhall generally be treated by their own ee ee 
This outrageous Blaſphemer Was horribly our: 


ed by his on Children. And I believe, i I 
ſhould lay it down as a general Rule, that thoſe / 


ho neither” fear God, nor regard Man, are not 
heartily; loved nor regarded, even by their neareſt 


Relatives, I do not think there would be found 
Exceptio 8 far as my own Obſer- | 


£0 it. 


no Reverenee nor - erue Value for hols Parents, 
who are of a proud, at 65 ; 

them as they ſerve God, 4. e. care not for any 
Communion with them: and are glad of their ab- 
ſence, even out of the World, that they may « 
joy themſelves the better. Indeed it is very nece 
fary it ſhould be ſo; it is a great Argument chat 


boi yang thelr Numbers, thei 1 


ien Spirit, but ſerve 


— 


there is a God, that the World is governed „ ; 


his Providence, that he is continually making 

ood his own ſacred Rule, Thoſe that honour me, 
. honour z and oy Lama aejpiſe "ws jor be light- 
4 9 4 


Tuus 


2 
es. 
23 
8 * 
& 4 


== 1 Humilicy be his Arcdful "Example. | 
Let us, prove ſuch happy Scholars, as to go and 
att; -as. contrary to him as we RR can. Let 
us ſec the God that judgeth in the Earth, and fear, 
2 do no more ſo wickedly. Let not the Voice 
of Blaſphemy be heard amongſt us: but let us re- 
member, that a Pagan King hath decreed and en- 
atted a Law to be obſerved t hout his Do- 
minions, Dan. vi. 26. that Men tremble and fear 
before the God of Iſrael, for he is the living God, and 
fedfaſt for ever : his Kingdom that which | ſhall not be 
deftroyed, and his Dominion ſhall be even unto _ End. 
To him be aſcribed all i _ e 


_ 
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Row 5 70 . Gi home the 3 of Jes "4 


. ruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek 


in the broad Places thereof, if ye can find 


5 Sr if there be any that executeth 


dement, that n 8 Truth, * ** 
wi Per dini it. 


1 Ls 


{| SEED HE IF are «the Words of God by't way 
SJ Prophet Feremiah, who propheſied in 
Feruſalem in the days of Joſab, Jeboi- 
akim, and Zedekiah, and teſtified to the 
- _ finful People, that they were ripe for 
DeftruRion and pr 4p which came to palf | 
in his own time, and ſo he lived to ſee the Ac- 
compliſhment of his own Predictions. And theſe 
Words of my Text ſhew how juſt it was with. 
God to pour out his threatened Judgments upon 
mw Generation. For here he challenges the whole 


er Deal produce one Man, in any publick Station 


calings, who Was a real Lover of Right, and 
made 


: 


. r — —— or r Jong & | 

| Fr or in the Shops and Markets, 
pare them, and avert the Judgment 
mean over * The * be one: 


bien fared, it ghteou 
Perſons. And —— yo intimates to us his a- 


bandoned, reprobate State of Jeruſalem, at this 
time, when ty were ſo univerſally immerſed 1 in 


all Sorts of Impiety and Immorality. We will 


dein te 


their Sins in the Order w 


N = has Tet them down, in regs very Chapter now | 


| re us. 
Amp the uit Breach of Truth which be 
oharges upon them, was a monſtrous ond, no 
i — than i ns _ DA 
days he, they ſay Lord li urely ar 
falſely. Now this was. orrible indeed, that they 
Kad fo familiarized Oaths, the moſt folemn Acts 
of Religion, as not to regard whether the Matter 
which they ſwore to were true or falfe. And it 
was a farther Aggravation of their Sin, That 
though they knew they were under the Inſpection 


of the Divine a from whom they could 


— no ſecret ching; and though they ſmarted 
| 1 r 

c0 r their Impiety, yet the 
Aſted in it, and refuſed 2 receive Cone 3 
till at laſt their King Zedekiab breaking his Oak 
of ſealty to the King of Babylon, mor mers co 
Ruin of himſelf and-his-People. 


N They -farſouk Cad vbe Founttin of living ut, 
and ye. to themſelues GifternsghrokenGifterns whith - 


. ee r 
Wy 


2dly, T-4&1R next Breach of Truth was 44 - 


\ 


Na 


put away the evil day far 
to them in the name of the Lord, — he did 
not ſend them, carefully avoid falling into ſuch 
diſcourſes as were apt to convince the 
and awaken their Conſcience. 


celebrated with Dri 


„ 


5 But even when — were ne 1dolatries praiſed 
nin {raeh,; the Jews were much A 


Vice, Our Saviour calls the Scribes h een 


ſees an adulterous Generation; and” Foſephus, in his 
Hiſtory of — e us, t this character 


Li} 


was literally : 
— a > Skins oh; a high Nature, 4. 


Now t 


Se 


| — of Sins, and productive of ſo many 


fad conſequences, That death was the juſt puniſh= 
ment allotted to it. But who ſhall; pronounce. 
Sentence, where all are Guilty? hen every one 


hath thus corrupted his way, it then becomes 


neceſſary for God the Supreme Judge to remove 
ſuch a provoking People out of his ficht. 


Ah, Axor HER breach of Truth was their 


ſhameful prevaricating with God's Word, and tor- 


it to make it ſpeak contrary to its genuine 


bende and meaning. To this end they encouraged 


falſe Prophets, who would pr 2 ors _—_— 
om them, ſpeak Peace 


m of Sin, 


Tux x would either keep clear of  diſpleaſing - 
| Texts, or handle them with ſo much art and ſub- 
tile diſtinctions, as to make them pliant eno 4 
to the manners of their Hearers. In many caſes 
they would harden themſelves againſt the Paine 
| W of God's Word, and ſay in their worſt 
3 | \ circumſtances, | 


| ch Ir Ae e any rites | 


Py 


Th 4 world not. re. 


by our own ; 
- to: 9 Wickel 


to turn from their evil Ways. 1 
condition, and call for Judgments N 
1 945 n e 


EE {EL nzx were very abate Gods 
enfible of his Bleſſings conferred upon them. 


Though he gave cher the fornier and the ; 
5 in ſeaſon, and cauſed. the ground to yield 


edule ary bur 


132 he 
ben e to: bis Tem and Altar, in Sacrifice to 

| y:conſum bu upon their 
lt, 70 multiplying of their Sins and 'Franſ« 


greſſions: They OD more proud, inſolent, and 


_ cruel to their Inferiors, more covetous and apt to 


withhold that which w was due to 8 


8 God 0 
upon them: | 


ing the Hireling i His - wages, af fl Fering 
2 periſh for nt of that relief which 


12 "this very ching is 7 noted ado "one 10 why 
they were carried into ede that the! Lands 


which they had cover»tilleds might. enjoy their Sabbathax 


A S, 


it of Covetouſneſs — led them to till their 


ple ſhould have reaped that which. the 
brought forth of its own accord in thoſe years 
ſo unmereciful to their poor | Brethr 
des d this Law for ſeventy y. 
Vor. II. 


reſt. But fo. unthankful were thiy® to * and - 
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and on bis Word, and e be cooverh by is 


em a on n e * Were not in- 


offered the Portion which 


1 in the Sabbarical years, when by their Law 
1 ſhould have lain fallow, and their poor * 


- 


| d and waxen dich + they" a 


| preſſor? Who are ſo continually abuſing the gos 


was — — — wage 
and enſnare the righteous, and 


be N if i And ir 


to bring them into Courts of | 
was eatic for. them to obtain 8 
them, and wWholly to ruin them, or extort from 


them a high compoſition, becauſe their Judges 
were very apt to take Bribes, and to have reſpect 
of mens Perſons in Judgment, as chis and other 


Proph ets plair I inform ius: In their bu and | 
_ felling, falfe LN SR meaſures 3 
out feruple: In maki Up of their Manufactures, 
an-univerſal Fraud and Couſenage Feed, that | 
and that ——— bak e h Might 
be obliged: to buy again the —_ 
| opher fare them tor adulterating 
ws 22 cheir Liquors; Thy Silver, fays he, 


i become: drofs,. thy wins mined: with. water: And 
this Prophet here upbraids them, that their Houſes, 
filled: ny ill gotten good cy orgy 

of rapacious Birds; there fore, * re they be. 


thoſe — — 1 got by di 06. 
Les eee eee, we or ſhame, nat ey | 
WAT can be the pots of a Norte whole 


| Laws are ſo overborn by the: falſe Wines, <A 


and 


Judge, the 


ends of Commerce and Frathck, and Tubverting 
one another in the making, buying and felling 6 
their Manufactures, their Food and Raiment, m 


2 Thing That is vendible? & Nat ation 2 | 
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1 Shares ad e ; OY 
E ed müſt come to nothing. 
Laſtly; T nar which po ti pation 
ur ch theſe Je. moſt per; Was, that nor n 
all the forecited Iniquities were Notorious im 1 
tice, but were moredyer approve HINA 7 
30 ſerfled' 5 get by. common conſent: The 
p 6-8 ays he, propheſis fal ſely, and ae Priefis. 3 
bear rule by their means, voy 7 People love to haus 
if fo: and what will ye 2 in the end thereof R nu- 
merous tribe of hungry Prophets, who: had 


Miſſion nor - Revelation trom "God; were not ſo 2 4 


much concerned for the Truth, as for their . 
Intereſt, by which they were prom ted to Ww im 
With the Tide, and mudied to ſpeak ſuch 2 
as were pleaſing to their Maſters: being ever = 
dy; as another Prophet ſa ys, Ezek.” X11... 19. 
flay the Righteous aud ſpare fe Wicked, for. handfuls 
of Barley an 'morſels of Bread; i. e. to oppole or 
av olỹů men, not according to their real merit, 
but juſt as the Prophets Maſters and their o. 
Intefeſt directed. This finful compliance of theirs 
yas acceptable to the Prieſts, Whoſe manners were 
rally ſuch as expoſed them to che ſevere te- 
| er uy rue Prophets of God, as their 
nes” "ti : and therefore they were — 31 
uch reprovers were ru 0 e 
bre fits Ration of 70 who pretended 

inſp ed, and ſent to. contradict Than in che! 
Nate: of 2 Lor A the People, in che third 
place, were ewe well ſatisfied both with Pro- 
phets and Prieſts, becauſe their Morals. were . 
as would not bear the true Prophets cenſure,” Ll 
cording, as they are already {et forth. 5 
Now what can be the ilfe df ſuch 4 S , 
un got W hat 8 is there Teft 1 to ExpE | 
; EE, 1 


_ corruptions, NR kl ſe who fi 
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them, are their ſtrenuous e 24 P: trons, ' 
the governing part in all Orders of men con- 
ſear that 1 ſhou d e and Houtiſh us. W 
d? Ws 5 
TN 1 a ſtate * things as © ? | Werd 
"a. we may e the i ſupreme! Gover- 
nor of the World to fay to the Members of it in 
the words of my Text, Run through the freats of 
_ Jour City, ſeek. = enquire in the high Places thereof, 
5 ye can find u Man, "if there be any that executeth 
Judgment, thut ferketh the truth, and I will pardon _ 
But he will hot pardon thoſe "Communities which 


are immerſt in as many deadly Sins as corrupt Fe- 


ruſalem. In this caſe St. Paul's argument is ground 
upon the ſtrongeſt reaſon, if God: ſpared not the 
natural branches, ex pect him not to be more in- 


dulgent to thoſe who. are but Hanne bn their ö 
| r : 


LI x the ] peo le of any N: ation, City or $6- 


| cjety, try themſelves, and prognoſicare d xeif own. 


2 by chat of Jeruſalem. that once holy and 
happy y City, where God declared that he delighted 
well; where he erected the only Temple and 


Altar which he had in the World: Where he ma- 
niſeſted his ſpecial Preſence by mighty Si Signs and 
Wonders, and miraculous Protections of 'the'place 

from a world of Adverſaries round about: Fhere 
the Tables were repoſited of that Sacred Law, 
which he proclaimed from Heaven with his own 


mouth, and wrote with his own hand: And where 


the Bodies of many of his deareſt Saints were com- 
mitted to the grave. Even this City, Precious 
in che fight of God upon ſo. many Accounts, is 


given up by him into the hands ef the Gentiles a 
who have conſumed the moſt ſacred things of it 
with fire, defaced its beauty, demoliſhed its walls 


nious- 


5 0 Palaces, the work of * Inge- 


ene g of Old, fig Myrinds ich h Swords _ 

_ Famine, and. Peſtilence, and carried the R -. + 

der into aClaviſh and irkſome Career, Jt any „ 
Lo Habiration of his Holineſs, hes gives us the 1 

"7 95 it in this ſame Char ter. Perjury, Ido- 
cry, 


cleanneſs, and all the reſt of the os ds 
Sins, were grown predominant in it. Inſomuch 
that //aiah ſtyles it Sodom, and the Citizens of 4 iT 25 
the People of Gomorrah. This is enough to-prove 
that it — fit for nothing but che fire, and it haam 
received that juſt recompence of Reward. And 2 
the hiſtory. of it is recorded for the Inſtruction at ©. 
all other Cities who have the Sacred dps ures A: NO 
inſtrug them. They may hear Fer! 
5 them, ſaying, Look upon me an ng e er 
© God. Will ye ſteal, and murder, and com- K 
s mit Adultery, and ſwear falſely, and ſagriſcr 
2 to the Idols of your own imagination, and hope 
to * 5 wrath of God Nays than I have "= 
done? Will ye not be inſtructed b my example, 1 
and execute judgm it, while. the Jon ſuffering. gr 
© of God endures, Mat he may turn from se 
Wrath and be gracious unto; you? He ſent ms 
© to Shiloh, Jer. vii. 12. where he had laced his 
Name and Worſhip at the firſt, that I might ſee. 
how he had made that plage a deſolation, or the 
8. wickedneſs of them that dwelt therein But 1 
© had not the grace to profit by this ö 
c For which neglect I am now myſelf become an 
c inſtance af the divine Vengeance for Sin- Let 
6 95 Calamities conduce to your Salvation, ant 
ut away thoſe Sins from among you, which 
ve laid me in ruinous heaps, and: turned me 
| 4 into a nument of the divine Fury. Look: upon, 
c Mes dn learn Fo Fear God.“ ANG; by 0 B49 1 
S uc a leſſon of Repentance we may natu - 


a ſuppoſe this e City to preach to us. 
K 3 1 n Wie | 
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or the nature of Sin is — 


er Age of the World. And 


Laws of irtue, it is che fricdul Parent of innu⸗ 


| merable Calamitics to ſuch a And all thoſe 
ho abandon themſelves to ti n of it, are 


mme Enemies of the publick Proſperity and V Vel- 
e; and contribute, as far as in Aae lies, - to 


nerd inge uch a place as Het is re. 


1 be, where there is a complication of 
al kind of Miſery, and 2 to be heard hue. 
ng; and wailing, and-gnaſhing of Tecth.” 
Awinn this was but as Grioully laid to Heart 23 
it is certainly true, that every man who 8 

Sod with his impieties, is an Enemy to — tans 
hel good.“ He that affaults Heaven, with a laſs | 
emous 188 l chat invocates the > Sacred 


mmunit 5 For thou a he e 
not * Fire in his Hand, 420 ſet it to che Houſes 
_ of the City, 70 et by a Tongue which is ſet on fire 
of Hell, he ſtirs 45 the divine Fury and Venge- 
ance to break out upon us in burnings; and other 
Adirefuletokens of an Angry God. He that 


up himſelf to rioting, Irunkenneſs, and SED 


baucheries which are. the fruits of luck excels, is 
the Author of Scarcity and dearth of Proviſions 
where he lives, both as by himſelf he conſumes a 


great deal more meat and drink than roperly 
cores to his own ſhare, 'and thereby v 55 | — 
body elſe of it; and alſo as he provokes God to 
withhold' thoſe good things from us: which are ſo - 


vilely abuſed. both to 12 and our own. diſhonour- 


and reproach. N | HE 
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2 Sn? both? to hin 2 and to thoſ 1 f "I _ 15 
3 and Poſterity. PE ne Firs. TELE Tg $ 
Huh, Tos” hens Enemies: 5 Religions © 
-and help to 8 Fear of God Fe. the 
"Wo Md, by denying the operon. of his! W _ 
or by purtin 


on it, are as bad \ 2 
Society of men, becauſe 3 — Le they.oan to 
ſubyert the rery foundations of Fruth, and de- 
prive us of the! medy which is left to ropaly | 
The breaches of Pic rety and Virtue in à ſinful World: 
"8; who caſts any light or contempt! upon the 
Ordinances of Religion, by neglecting them ny 
traging others to neglect them, is 
ry to every branch of the good 24 
man Yociety, Which was never known te flouriſn 


4 


ſelf, or enco 


in any here the F 
in al of and fading condi . 


Tax s conſideration of thepublich AVaikubiand 
Proſperity, ſhould' animate every one of us with a 
Teal and ove for the truth, p i Which the pub⸗- 
lick good 6 entirely depefids, as Kas been demons 
trated. © 5 we had nothing to | hope of fan xc 


City or Society where: we live, ould dif J 
obſerve the Laws of truth and rightec ifs 5 
our Actions. If theſe had been duly rer in 
Feruſalem, it had remained' a praiſe upon Earth to 

. this day. And ſo had many other once touring 
* rs, which are now decayed and come to no- 

| K 4 8 


Eo, ſeek + Suge the. uns, 1 
ri Za, i no. pon ig che C 0 eftion, 
28" Pilate made of it, when. — would not. tay for 
ananſwer. It ce Vx | im g that is 3 
and good. It is rhe vital Spirit of every Commu- 
1 Which is well founded amongſt Men. Where 
the name of God-is ſanctiſied, e his bidigan- 
ces are duly attended, here good Laws are en 
ed againſt prophancncs and — aug and thoſe 
Laws dili executed; in ſhort, where that 
8 ee Ra Rule is made the ſtandarq of Dealings, 
That every Man do to others as be would they Pond 
d 10 him, there People may be truly ſaid to.cxe- 
cute Judgment, and to —5 after the Trutn. 
Ax while they thus Anker their Conyetſation, 
they may upon the beſt. nds | hope: for the di- 
vine Bleſſing and Pr — where they 
cannot ſo far prevail as to make a 20 2102 s yet i 5 
there be but a competent number w ok Y 
rightly, God commonly for their lakes p preſerves 
the r of which they are Members. Which 
ſhould powerfully incline us to do that which, is | 
according to the Will of God's that under him we 
may be inſtraments of ſo muc to our Bre- 
thren; and to ſet a value upon thoſe whom we ſee 
in this and in other places ſeeking after the Truth. 
Pente be on them and Mercy, as upon the Children of 
God, and worthy Members of his bleſſed Son, who 
delights in the. 9 of Mankind, and redeems 
us from Death no otherwiſe than by firſt redeen : 
ing us from our Sins, and conforms us to the Image 
of his own Holineſs, in order to qualifie us for 0 - 
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LAH a . . 
emiah faid unto. the Houſe of the Ri 
aith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
, Becauſe ye have. obeyed the 


. » Command E Zonadah your: our Father, od : 1} 
9 Lest all his N and gh actor Bo 
all that he hath commanded you 5 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of E r, 2 3 
Cod of Iſruel, Jon adab the Son: of Rechah _ 
_ ſhall Ladd want 4 Man t and be | 


775 HIS Chapter contains a remarkable i in- be 
WW ſtance of filial Obedience in the Fami- 
b of the Rechabites, to the injunctionſ of 
bhbeir Anceſtor; and it is urged her se 
=”. juſt reproof of the Impiety of t 5 
| whole Kingdom, of Fudah, who COT in thei 
Jdolatries and other groſs yiolations of the known 
Laws of God, notwithſtanding the Voice of the 
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E to 9 7 foe 48 4 
vation of their dibadlencez * chat 


age: I 
. his F Fah, and honoured * ak his Pe- 
ſſterity with an inviolable Obedience. ” 
Fon this Jonadab the Son of Rechdb Ws Ge” 

ve read of 2 Kings x. to whom Fehu ſaid, Come with 
ne, and ſee my zeal for the Lord; and he took him 
along with him in his Chariot, when he went to de- 
ſtroy the Prophets of Baal. And this was about 
e hundred Vears before this Paſſage here record- 
ed of his Poſterity, Which happened, in the days of 

Jebolatim the Son WET ah, Ing of Zadab, e ; 
Near the time of the Babylonian Captivity.” . 

"Far the Houſe of Rechab were büt Proſe · 8 
lytes and Sojourners in the Tribe of Judab, ap- 
pears from 1 Chron. ii. ult. where Hemath the Kenite 

Z ſſaid to be the Father of the Houſe of Rechab. 
- And the Father of theſe Kenites was Hobab the Son 

ok Jethro, Moſes's Father-in-Law, Who had friend- - 
l cored dal ence with J/ae} in the Wilderneſs, 
2 upon Moſes's invitation accompanied them in- 
to the Land of Canaan, and afterwards {oj ourned i 
the Tribe of Jadab, as woleatty udgeri. 18. Thou h 
indeed the Lenites in general are repreſented as an- 
cient Friends to the Houſe of Iguel, 1 Sam. xv.6. 
Now this was a flagrant aggravatien of the Sin 
of Judab, that the Sons of a Proſelyte ſhould pay 
_ more. deference to the commands of their deceaſed 
Pr or, than Judas Paid t. to: ho Admonitions 


of C . R . 


Ano 


Lariat; oa No doubt but his wit 15 8 d Man, 
; 8 as the Sacred Hiſtory, 2 Kings X. repreſents bb = 
aw ſuificient reaſon for theſe in junctions. But how | 
ever, ourown-hunan carte will teach us, that h " 
8 3 in the courſe of ſeveral Ages, e ene 
dure man yh ardſhips by reaſon'of thele & Curbs and 
ENeſtraints. To be debarred the uſe of Wine in all 
caſts of 1 6 png ile, ſeems prejudicial 
do the Conſtit To be ex Shed in Yehioea the 
inclemenęy of W. Vihd 555 ae at all Seafons, - 
and in all accidents of Storm and Tempeſt, may 
feem hazardo 185 . to eee AR, * 
| Ottijdren, . e 2 Wk 5 8 | 3 POE, | 
Aus yet theſe tue h 4s of living were not: ith 
out ancient Example and Authority; for the Pa- 
triarchs dwelt in Tents, and ſo did t : Kenttes long 
before the days of Jonadab, as we learn from the 
Hiſtory of Fae] the Wife of Heber the Kenite, in che 
Book of Judges; and it was of old, and ſtill is, a piece 
of Religion in many Eaſtern Countries to abſtain 
from Wine; which was forbidden no doubt in con- 
ſideration both of the ſtrong Temptations, and dan- 
gerous conſequences of drinking it intemperately 
in thoſe hot C .ountries. - It was indeed an Extream, 


in theſe ticulars n , rp 'of Obedience | 
to the paternal au their Anceſtor. - An 
for this they have: the de Man praiſe and approbation 
of God himſelf, who engages to bleſs and pro er 
| them for ever upon this Very accounr. 
Wx E WC may obſerve theſe "D 12 
HAT 


13 : 


. Aich By ba Nache ä por forbidden, "= 
the Determinations of human Authorit 0 
binding to all thoſe who ate in a ſtate h | | 
: Joon, and live under that Authority. I 
II. Tamar. Obedience to ſuch Detern * 
is 1 hly pleaſing to Gd. 
| Kas It is 2 ſpecial Argumer 1 4 | 
- 855 to obey. the more expreſs; und "immedinr 
| "AND, I. We Tracy: Gor "this. . . 
1 FO is due to Parents and Governoum in 
things which God has not commanded. It is 
enough that he has not forbidden them. That 
leaves room for the diſcretionary OL wer and Di 
rections of Superiors. ws 1 | 
Ap ſuch a Power is abſolutely x Seele — 
the Government of the World. For it is not poſ- 
fible for. any Laws of God or Man to * ; 
all the Circumſtances of human Acti We 
- muſt be content with general Rules: Children 
a obey their Parents, Servants their Maſters, 
85 Subjects their Groverpork, » not only in eaſy, but 
ard Caſes; not o things that are uſual and 
Kailiepable, but in W Look, of a ſingular and extra · 
ordinary N: ature, if they pleaſe to command them. 
We know the danger of an Ambaſſador's exceed- 
ing his Commiſſion, though it may prove for the 
good of his King and Cooney or of a ſubordi- 
nate Officer's diſobeying the rders of his Supe- 
rior, though it were to do better. And there is 
a famous Paſſage in the Roman Hiſtory of a Gene- 
ral * who executed his own Son in the face of 
| his Army, Faw fighting the Enemy contrary to his: ; 
"Orders, x hou gh he had obtained a notable Victo-— 
Re But this great Man thought no Victory a 
ficient Compenſation for the ill inn and. | 


* T. Manlius Torquarus, vid, Tir. lb, ili]. 1 25 
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K "of the Lord? Aan to 
3 is rer than ae, 2 70 43 That « 
Fut of Rams For Rebellion. is as the Sin of Witch- 3 
a 5 . Stabbo neſs. 8 and: eltern. „ 
1 | cha facred Eſteem which. _ 


upon F the py ge A per- 
wm * God ſaw more; but he med- 
Ales not With that, but applauds the Obedience, 
He looks not at the Diſcretion 825 ho F e bur 1 
have been wiſer than their Babe '5 ro was no pro» .'. 
ons age for them to ſhow: * bez n and w_— 


h away the 
| "Widows W 


a 0 obey. 


. would our 1 re . out, is 
8 ver lag the Saas 25 che old Schoolmen A 
nk ngſt us, ye n abound to ſhiſt 
off the Yoke of buman Impoſitions. It is thought 
Objection, enough inſt them, that They, are wo 27 
where to be found in the Word of God. bers — 


bark. be required. Hliem at out Hands? * Why eren in 5 
. | : * - | This 
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hy ther” 2 4 
ſerve : Tow at der 5 


wy D Air ny 
3 en x the all-wile L "we 


bras; — di not 
— 81 
he did not "know 
ſions of thoſe in 


he has: giv en a gener cep 
obey them; and 1 — of no” 
Word, once Jeors of any Hat 
Fellen „ N 
W. nA bene 6s Religion with 
| : chat mode of Living, manner of, Diet, 
in our Habitations? Oer r 
. eee A. no 
be received with' thank/ We may-freely x 
a of them all ee od A Tem & 
— e, ſo long as we are at du own Choice and 
= Diſpoſal: - Bur if thoſe wh have the Command 
over us, think fit to preſctibe' us any Reſtraitits, 
We are bound to obſerve them, and muſt govern | 
"ourſelves by: their ot ora > or elle: there 8 
Meaning 1 in the words ef my Terrt. 
-$v-c Commands alter th 1 wh of indiffe- ; 
rent Things, _ Barc, £7 Then become” Matters of 
Au F ny 
Awful for every l 


ployment in any 0 wi weir fo Tad us. 

the greateſt Advantages by it. But the Laws of 

Cities and Societies (wich are only of human In- 
Aitucion) _ * him from doing this 
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ed. ed. him by. 
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" Text had 22 Notions Wt this N 220 * 
not Think the Will of their Fore-fathicr vacated 
by Bis Death, nor intiquated by the ſpace of three: 
HD ndred Years but oed it, and 0 ſerved it with 


them, and promiſes to 8 

8 V 4 Vhich brings me to the e 

185 i "x 4-7" Obe⸗ 

terminations af our Gover- 
otherwiſe.of Aw 1 1d 3 


ile are all left to our Choice without Exception, 
we may freely make a moderate Uſe of ſuch of 
them as we like beſt, without any Offence 10 the 
ſupreme. Donor. I 18 equal bs him whether we 

ink or d of 


L : £55 1 
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"_ Won Defect or Exceſs in r ay Ini 


— theſs 9 80 omar Jy = B Re if Pro- 


Res _ N Y 
_ _  kibit becomes thencotagth, AS. drape hong us, As 
intrinſic Evil in it, bur by. virtue of. Wo. > Int is - 
laid upon it by thoſe who are unto. us Fn God's 
ſtead, and whom we are to hear and. regard, as 
if God: did immediately; ſpeak: to us. d : ä 
"Near that we are bound to eſteem the Deter- 
minations of fallible Men to be as wife and _ 
as if they came from God's own Mouth nor art 
e b to wink ſo hard as not to ſee. e 


ſhip, and durifally to. pply & 
Men may, know theſe Imper 
nances of Men, and yet obey. m wi 7 
and Reſpect; far. God knows: — ad yet . 
owns: 4 Authority by which they * appointed, 
and commands it to be obeyed... £8 
I do think, and I may think it "thou Pre- 
154180 to ſacred Writ; or the Character of chis 
2 Man, that God himſeif would not have 7 * 
ſuch Reſtraints 2 the Mehalites as their 5 
ceſtor did. For I do not believe that good Men 
were acted by Divine Impulſe in theſe indi Bent 
things. It is not Jonadab whom God praiſes 
for theſe Injunctions, but his Poſterity To e 5 
ſtrict religious Obſervance of his / Win aha 8 
© And fo it is in all Governments, Mi itary | 
Civil; the Soverei war rp the Aubert 
his ſubordinate Oo If he gives any of 4 
a a diſcretionary Power over any Diſtrict, he will 
[i ihe che People of ſuch Diſtrict for . — 


5 though he SOS, not. * thi 


* 


1 W 1 Ves 


are hut Men % 

ries wich our {elves. fy bel has' t 
monſtrations of his Pleaſure®in of ity L 
by blefling it, as he here projifiles 7 in 
ſo long as ever it-laſts} hot only in pa 
| = bur: in whole Nations and 


i 


7 


nnd Laws, hve 1 and i main | — 
ſelves U in a formidable | 


1 | 


| Gr 'S. 
ſtrict and ready Execi the Gon rands" of 
their to the tool 
IIIA and llt Thing. I pre opoſed,' WRI 10 
| 5 was 
to 4 en, | . What's a. 21 Ar : mnt aud : Motive , | 
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ean 2 > bat us 3 {a wht i is. 

| 3 thereunto. If we learn to be 

meſtick Voke of Diſc 

| outh, We ſhall be the: 
6. II. 


2 


* 


; N IIS. 


T -% 
* th | * 


85 earthly Powers. command; any thing: 


4 Confeſſor for Religion are juſti 


2 
** * . 


Yoke, ig our dae A A EE» 


2 8 to the Fifth Commandment Abc WE: 75 b 


eme Per 


e may often ſeg it in our IE 
| 1 5 we-cannot help. ſeeing its Contrary. 
: 9 1 


it even a 
& upon, vvery inane, of 
- Poiſon was, ſo rank, and has fo. ome irs InfeQi- 
an even to our: o] times, that that Part 
of our Catechiſm Which teaches 0 22 10 Go- 
eee Spiritual Paſtors, and 
kent to . neg at ＋ Schools; very few | 
our.F mſelves one jot more 
ng: en. Roxy or Exhortations of 
1 "Shephard, Iwill not day te ſubmit to him 
d= his on preſcribing, but even in 
eral and publick Duties of our Religion, 


gs. 
e ebe gannot be Chriſtians: 5 
W all that Chriſt and 


at when 
— is con- 
trary do plain moral Virtue; or the expreſs. Word 
of God, then Ml who ate: 
are exempted from active Obedience by that infal 
lible Rule, That it ig meet to obey Gal, rat her than 
Man. And by this Rule all holy Martyrs, and 
ied. 1 — then 
we muſt be very ſure that there is an Oppoſition 
es the Will of God and Man, 3 we 


venture to diſobey Parents, Maſters, and lawful 


1 2 of. ſuch Obedience. True it is, 


9 Gararnourd,. Our own Scruples or private Inter- 


pretations 


the Prophets and a- 
have ſaid, T them of the Neceſ- 


Zunder their Authority, ; | 


| . 


been occalioned by "ſack 3 


mand, and others to obey: And 
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ſion Whether he of thing God has been more 
A e and Bi ene ae. 
rg da Ru 80 That 00 el the 0 A 


God —— —— San 1 which t hough moft excel. 
lent in its genuine Senſe ant” Meaning, yet has 
been moſt horribly abuſed ts coutitenanee- all the 


Rebellion, Contumacy, and Contempt of Autho- 


rity in the World. 
Gop, who is the Fountain of Authority and 
good Government, has conſtituted yarious Or- 
ers of Angels and Men, ap ppointing : ſome to com- 
e confoundi 

of theſe Orders has been the Occaſion of Rebel- 
lion in Heaven and in Earth. It is the infernal 


Spark which has kindled Civil Wars in Kingdoms, | 
and Hatred, Variance, and Strife in 2 7 8 Fami- 
lies. For if we look about us, we goed find, he. 


thoſe who have been the greateſt O rs of 
the Magiſtrates and Miniſters under 8 om they 


have lived, have generally had moſt Trouble 4 
the Management of their-own domeſtick Affairs, 


and been ſoundly: mortified” with the rebellious 
Manners of their 8 Children. And that not 


only by the juſt Jud Imp of God, but even by 
the natural and neceflary Courſe of their own Con- 
duct. For the Example of their own inſolent and 
contemptuous Carriage rowards their Governours, 


deſtroys in their Children all Reverence and Re- 5 
ſpect both towards themſelves and bern; 
To conclude then; Let every one, who is deſi- 


rouato e on Station and Dignity i in the 
L 3 _ Wor 15 ; 


World; tender unto: l men that ſ Honour 
and Reſpedt which. is due to > their: Perſons, Pre- 
feſſions, or Conditions of, what fort ſoever. For 
there can be no fear of God, where there is no 
regard of man: and Children who were never 
taught reverence to their Parents, will hardly ſhew- 
any to Magiſtrates and Miniſters.  But-thoſe who 
have been accuſtomed to the yoke. of. diſci- 
pline in their tender years, are moſt likel ely. to be- 
come inſtruments of honour to God, and benefit 
1 1 to Ml their . 0 Bleing of 

eig rs ; through race e 0 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom Ge. . 
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„ 
Aud thou ſbalt ſpeak my 


Words unto 3 
_ whether they will hear, or berker, 1. 
will Joo? 12 15 . are n 


N 


141 : 


| ZEKIEL _ ep" the 1 — . 
Buxi, of the Family of r co 
temp rary with e for he pro- 
ed 1 i the fifth year of the: Capti- 
. of en le 3 of ae 


* was one, e Tabitation was N 
him near the River Chebar, a River which riſes in 
the borders of Armenia the greater, and runs 
through Meſopotamia into the River Euphrates. ; 
near the confluence of theſe Rivers it ſeems the 
Prophet had his e From his Pee þ e 


[ by * 


% 


Pp, of 


2 to mil upon them for ſuch 3 5 
At the ſame time he promiſes thoſe of the Capti- 

vity who ſtedfaſtly and: faithfully adhered to the 
true Religion, that God would be their Sanctua 


in this ſtrange Land, and ee oy back ack again | 
OUn 


in due time 110 their Native 
cauſe them to flouriſh in Peace and — 
as in former times. All which the Prophet decla- 
red to the Jews that were Captives in Chajdea, 
amon whom he dwelt. | 


I's the figure of his Viſion he ſets forth God 


as ſitting upon a Throne ſupported by four Che- 


rubims, OS habla forth with his right hand the 
Scopret of Mere and Peace to all thoſe Wor- 
pers who are-{prinkled with the blood. of the 
a ted Lamb; and brandiſhing with his other 
Sword of Divine vengeance over the 
Fo op f all e and ungodly People. 55 
HE notes notwithſtanding the monſtrous per- 
verſeneſs of the People of Iſrael, who though they 
above all Nations had ſeen the hands of the divine 
Majeſty ſtretched out, both for their Protection 
and their Puniſhment, according to their various 
demerits —.— et ſo prone were they to be ſeduced by 
their falle es by their own Luſts, and by 
the dumb Idols of the Heathen, that they would 
raſh upon Sword, Famine, Peſtilence, and Cap- 


tivity, rather than hearken to the loud and mant- 


felt warnings of the Lord their God. 


 Svcn are they repreſented to be in the words 
of my Text, which contains two things worthy 
our conſideration. 


5 THE manifeſtation of God's goodneſs in 
| ſending his ** and Minitters to inſtruct _ 
People 


- junctions upon Parents, Dez. vi. to be c 


15 G 2 9155 emp a e 
Which man commonly pur upon fuck Miniſtry. 
Aided: for che anden er this Pegþb "in. 
duties of Religion on was this. He cauſed fis Lax 
desde n ks; and put into 2 Hands 
of Maſters of Families ſo. that from what we read 
in Writ, we may tedforiably conclude that 
Family Was Wirhout the Hye Books or Moſer 1 
hive 7 a7. "Ad to the Dectlogue, and other 1 
parts of the Divine Law, there are very fkriet in- 


teaching and inſtilliag thent ipto their Children, 
and evening, at home and abroad. hefe 
Laws: V are eomithantled row te upon the door 
and ga bs of their Houſes, and to peruſe them af — 
conftantly as if they wert fig ets upoti Their hands | 
adi Frome: between their "This \ſhews how. 
much the Maſters of FamitHed we ere und to teach 


Bor befides' this private method f 

we may obſerve that the Prieſts and Lever tex were 

_ diſperſed through all the Tribes e el of wh 5 | 
Moſes fays, Dext. xxxilt. ey ſhall Teach Jacob thy 
Judgment, an 1 thy Cates And the; Prophet E 
+ ' ſays, i That the Prieſt's lips ſhould keeps 
ele; and thy the Prople Jrould ſeek the Law at _ 
his mouth; for be is the Mfſenger of the Lt Ws, 
Whence K. ap ears, that the Prieſts and / „ 
were appointed, not only tô offen Sacrigees pe 6 
perform other ſervices at the Tabernacle and En 
„ but likewiſe to read and explain the Word 

of God to che le in their ſeveral Towns ad 
222 and to ſir them up by * Exhorta- 
L 4 tions | 


85 Was ils Ek 8 Foe rieſts C 
e when they negle@eds/) complained! of 
1 jew 2 thats bis Peoplerperiſmed for 
that. knowledge be fun Lg welych it was 
5 . Patt, 4. 2 © hl To 15989 . enk. 


RP od | 
WA Places thy had for babe Leblag⸗ | 
| beſides t 45 Ke and Temple, wWe have not 
any certain re before the Babylonian Cap 
tivity, becauſe we have no Rabbinical Writers ex- 
it before that time. But two things we are oer. 
tain of. An. ef 
I uA AT if the fa Ls y Laue had been 
| confined. to teach Religion no where but at one 
certain place, ſuch as the Tabernacle or Tererf 7 
they would, have been able to do very little good 
this way, among the many thouſands 
many of whom could but rarely in thèir I 
Life reſort. to theſe places, by reaſon of neceſſary 
buſineſs, infirmities, — their great diſtange from 
the Metropolis. So that the "Tribe. of SW could 
have been Te of ſmall uſe to them, if they had 
not been 3 to teach People in ſome. con- 
venient places, nigh their — bg Habitations; 
as no doubt they might, for the reaſon of teach- 
ing makes this neceſſary, and we no where find 
any prohibition to the contrary. .- Indeed the Sa- 
cred Writers expreſs a. diſlike of the Groves and 
High Places which were uſed for Divine Worſhip: 
buy the reaſon of their diſlike was, either becauſe 
the Pegple who frequented thoſe places, built Al- 
tars and offered Sacrifice and other Offerings there, 
which by the Law might be offered no where but 
at the Temple; or elſe becauſe their Teachers in- 
vaded the Off, v vjchour i being ——_— by a. 
icient 


9 4 


R 
SSO 
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1C1ent - Ty. 0 1 ? 
pointed, py medled 1 the Offerings pecu- 
r to che Temple, nor hindered people from re- 


| forting: to it at the preſcribed ] Seaſons, they might 
Dar and teach in ſuch Places, *whoup offer ding 


any Law. N e 82 9 7 
4 I. is ſaid, Pſal. aiv 0 1 the 1 En 2Mm Se 


df fra had burnt up all the Houſos: of. God. in the 0 4 


Land. Now that Pſalm appears, by many paſſages 
in it, to have been compoſed by Aſaph, a deſcen- 
dent no doubt, and of the cons. Family with for- 
mer Holy Men of that Name, in e | 


of the havock made of . and all Judæa by 
the Chaldeans. And the paſſage I have quoted is 


authority e for us Fra, af log that the Jews: 
of thoſe times had other places beſide the Temple, 
for publick Aſewblics: Load Prey. together, and ſear 


g the | ford of God. 


r 4 Gow 4 . . 1 


Arr. E R tl 


were known by the name of Synagogues, a Greek! 


word introduced by the Helleniſtick Jeus, who read 
the Seriptures in the Verſion of the LXX. And 
theſe Synagogues were ſo frequent in Jer, that: 
it was cuſtomary to erect one in every place, where 
there were ten Perſons of full Age, and ſuch plenti - 
ful Circumſtances, as to be always at leiſure to attend 


the ſervice of it. And in 3 Cities their 


number was proportioned to the exigences of the 
People, particularly in Tiberias, Jewiſh Writers tell 
us there were twelve, and in Jen we. four ph wt 
_ and eighty. 3 
TE R Services to be performed: in theſe Syha-1 
gogues were Prayers, reading _ 1 and 
os: and expounding uf Their 
Prayers were common. preſexit 0 — few at 
firſt, but afterwards extended to a large Number: 


eighteen of them were very ancient, uſed no doubt 
in our Saviour s time; an 3 he jo it 


v1 thine duly: ap- 


* 


% 


an bake wh 55 reſt of th the A chende 


bath Da ye F 1110 
11 other pars of cheir Service were e 
erpeunding and preaching upon Holy Seript 
They expounded as they read, and preachetf 
the Reading. Theſe 600 laſt might be perform 
by any Layman of ſufficient Abilities. © 

taught inthe Synage es both theſe ways. Wen 


he was at his own City Nazareth, 
out, as a Member of that Synagogue: to read the 


Section or Leſſon of the Day, Late iv. When he 
read, he ſtood up, and when he expounded he fate 


down, according to the uſage of the Yeros in both 


theſe caſes, WhO ſtood up in reuerence to the 8a 


cred Text, and ſate in regard to themſelves 4s 


Teachers. In all other Synag 
be was reſent, taught the People in Sermons; af- 


ter the £ iptures had been read and expounded by 


ſomebody The like did St. Paul in the 8yna- 
* dntloch in Piſidia, St. Lake his attendance 


ay noting, that his preaching was alter the | 


e of the Law and tlie Prophets. 
Tris is a brief account of che conyenteticies. 


With reſpect to Place, which the Hyaelitres had t 


hear the Word of God. Their gues, ab- 
cording to what J have noted, might well be ſup⸗ 


poſed to be more frequent chan Churches are in dur 


Cbhriſtian Cou 


As for the — and ſeaſons which they ſer —— 


for theſe religious Exerciſes, we may be ſure the 


Sabbath or ſeventh Day was one, and that from 
the very Style of the Law, which commands it 


to be kept Holy. But it would be a ſtrange way 


of ſancti ying this day, to ſpend it in meer inactivity, | 
or wanton Sports and Paſtimes; though ſome 80 


cieties of Jews in Chriſtian Countries have heen ſo 
ſenſual as to think this Reſt was 1 for 


no 


* 


/ he was called 


| 8. Chriſt When 


CEE | 


8 les, as he 070 ag every — i 


ben 
CS n R 


ing and e e hes e ee e 


bim, being read in the & 
as we read Ast xv. 21. 


bro mr mig myers. 
ven for 3 


their —— in thoſe Places. For it was a conſtutie 
rule among them, that all were bound to pray to 


_ Pſalm lv, faith, in the Evening an Morning, 


e, and gave thanks to God three times a day, . b 
Ai afore- time. W hence it is plain, that theſe Hours 


We ine Communion which God afforded them. 


ne. 2 ee every Gig them that rearbel. 
ides this they ddd. 
r Feline w n Satt reonh tee | | 


ays — Tharſdays every \ „ a. 

Ferran eee 
ord of God in their Syn: 
every of thoſe days they ſaid | 


God three times a day, viz: at the times of Morn- 


fight, 
Fans times of Freyer e 
uſage among the People of God; for Ho! 


ancient 


und at. 
Moonday will 7 pray, and that imfiantly, and he fbalh 
hear my Voice and Daniel in Babylon opened bis Wins" 
dows towards Jeruſalem, and kneeled down and pra- 


of Prayer were not introduced after the e | 


Captivity, but were of longer ſtanding. 


-Fuvs we have taken a view of the ſettled pro- 
viſions and Opportunities which the 7fazlites had 
for the publick Worſhip of God; which if they 
mw attended with conſtancy and reverence, they 

preſerved themſelves in his true Faith and Wor- 
mir Nan conſequently eſcaped thoſe Judgments of 
— War, and Captivity, which their Im- 


pieties and puer e drew upon them. This an 5 


me in the 
IIA Place to ſpeak of their Abuſes af the Means 


. 


— chin the Divine bau 6 was ts > fligh 
them, that every Man did that which was righs' in bs. 
own Eyes.” Which is telling us in effect, that they 
were a Law to themſelves, took what: liberties they 

leaſed to abſent themſelves from the Aſſemblies of 

ivine Worſhip, \ and fo by degrees, made thoſe 
be es deſolate and unfrequented. How could it 

otherwiſe in thoſe ages which were grown ſo 

profane, that even Sdlomon's Temple was filled 

with: Rubbiſh, and the Book of the Law ſo neg- 
— that it Was buried and laſt under the e 
0 It F "ER 26 4 14 

WEN the e of God, dich were fas 

| fled with the greateſt Solemnity and full demonſtra- 

tions of his power and pleaſure, were thus trampled 
upon, as we read they were, it had been juſt 4-04 
him to caſt ſuch a rebellious People out t of his fig 
without ſtrivin ing by any farther means to re — 
them from the evil of their ways. However, to 
magnifie his own infinite Goodneſs, and to ſave a 
remnant which had been carried away with the Er- 
rors of the Wicked, through the iniquities of the 
times they lived in, he raiſed up Prophets from 
time to time, to carry bent immediate Meſſages 
from his own' Mouth, and warn them of the Ca- 
lamities which were coming upon them. The Ba- 
bylonian Captivity was foretold by many Prophets, 
icularly by thoſe two noble and eminent ones, 

IJfaiub and Feremiah, ſeveral years before it was ac- 

compliſhed ; the Sins which occaſioned it were ful- 
ly difcovered, and the Peo le called to Repentance, 
in order to prevent it. Yet theſe excellent Men, 
who ſufficiently proved that they ſpoke by the Spie 
rit of God, were exploded by the great ones of 
their times as Impoſtors and Liars, and were hunt- | 
ed into Priſons and to Death; While thoſe that pro- 
pheſied contrary things were rewarded with the fa- 


vourg 


4 » 
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they ſaw his Predictions verified in the deſtruQti» 
ON - Jeruſalem, and pretended then to value him, 


| 485 Forces beſought him to 
them, what courſe 1 * ſhould take in this extre- 


, 
? 
S in." 
os 
. 
7 
| * 0 


Parchment, was laid be 


and threw. it into the Fire, and ſought after the Pro- 
phet to impriſon him or deſtroy him. And When 


7 


and Fohanan, with the Captains and remains of 
nquire of God for 


mity, chap. xlii. and ſolemnly ſwore. to obey, the 


| Anſwer, whether it ſhould ſeem; good or evil to 


them; yet when he told them it was the will of | 
God that they ſhould abide in their own land, 


not go to ſojourn in Egypt, as then they intended OY 
becauſe this anſwer croſt their Intentions, they con- 


| fidently told him he /poke falſely, and that the Lad 


had not ſent him, but that he ſought to deliver them in. 
fo, hand of the Chaldeuns; and thus, notwithſtand-. 
ing their. Oath of Obedience, they went down 


into Egypt, and carried the Prophet along: Ik £ 


them. 
Tris makes it che leſs ſurprizing to us, to 


hear the Character which God gives them in my 
Text, that when the Captivity was begun, and 


many of them were carried away to Babylon, even 
15 they continued to be moſt rebellious; as 


. Propher has informed us that he Suns it, 
Seer 7 7 


* 


ter -rly.comp _ 2 — adgige Wer l Spirit N 
1 ch: exalted it felf againſt him; Xlviii. 4. Ty 
net, lays he, is an iron finew, and thy rom braſs 5 
and xv. 2. All day long have 1 Pretcbed: forth my hand 
to a diſobedient and ga ain-ſaying people. Jeremiah was 
made the ſubject of publick Deriſion and 5 * 
all his — watched for his halting, xx. 10. 
they ſought to lay hold of ſomething in Words 
or Actions, whereon' they might accuſe him and 
ruin him. When his Pro n written on a Roll of _ 
ore Fehoiakim, Son of Fofiah: 
King of Judah, Cha _ xxxvi. he cut it to pieces 


dab tether: 68 to ſv; nor Vers d Barf th 
ecry out 10 Heaven and Barth is bear the rg 
> thei Lords Hai. i. 2. intimating thereby, that 'the 
| inanimarePare of the Creation Was as hs ng to we 
d them-as theſe Men. 2 Was _ ine 


. Sener, 
while the —— — b 
chem They may harden their Here n tity 
are paſt feeling, and go on in their evil Ways ſo 
far; *'cilt-all the Powers of Heaven and Earth ean- | 
not turn chem. For this is the dreadful Cones | 
quence- of reſiſting and deſpiſing the | 
Grace, that the y Sinner is daily more er- 
plexed and entangled in the Cords of his Sins, 
the Spirit of Cod ceaſes to ſtrive with him, his 
Conſeience no longer reproves him, no degree es 
Spiritual Life remains in him; he is dead in Sins 
and Freſpaſſes. Wok 
Ir is an Obſervation of one of eur ancient Fa- 5 
chers, proper to be mentioned on this occaſſion, 
and it is grounded upon a Saying of the wiſe Fo- 
mon, That God has — n0 Remedy for Obfti- 
wacy: © The proud Scorner, and Vilifier of holy 
Things, muſt fall into inevitable W 
4 r 


h ſr diverted and, 
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2. fol Impeni we learn the Patience and Ling 
ſuffering oft God towards the worſt of Men; 
py 


N e 1 Rog har 
| NT 14 come to Regen 
He. Loew. that this. Prop le was. maſt rebel 


noching of his. V ll; yer ho ſeads his Proy jet aß 7 
tet them, even in their Captivity, to tea — 1 
, —— 1 this Affliction, and . them to 

8 3 8 * the! 1 


bim, per hee continues t 

Lr the Maniſeſtadlen -of his G raen 
may ſee; and be witneſs.how: Weh ee * 
uniſh, and how much he delights. to exereiſe 
| oving-kindneſs towards the Children al 
% There is a Alla que * | | "1 f 1 1 

phet Jeramiab, which Well dec ares the eden 4 a : 
: of God in this Diſper nſation. It is moſt full Jer. vii: 
27. Since abe dgy-that your. Fathers came forth: aus 1 
aue Land of Egynt, unto. this day, I have wen 44 
ent unto you: all my Servants the.Prophets, daily ni. 5 
. . and [anding them. Tet they hes 
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5 a; * 
, x. LEE 
n 8 2 
E * vs 


not uno 4 mr - inclined Un rg ene 1 
Vat, thay did 'worſe thun their Fathers. Tae } { 
thou.ſbalt ſpeak all theſe Words ' unto them, but 1 
cuil not hearten to thee : thou ſhalt alſo call unto themy 
but"thiy will not anſwer thee. But ibou ſbalt ſay un- 
F to them; This is Nation. that: obeyeth: not the Poice 
ll Lord their God, nor receiveth Corref#lon : Os 
n i periſhed," and istrut off. from theirs Mouth, 
LASTL x, and to conclude; Since God . 99% g 
with Io much Patience to be gracious to an un- 
3 People, the Miniſters and Diſpenſers of his 
Grace are bound to imitate him herein, and ſpeak 
all his Words to ſuch Peo le, be then they —4 
bear, or whether they will forbear. For he is Lord 
of all, and muſt be ſerved: in his own way and 
not at the Diſcretion of thoſe who are but Inſtru- 
ments in his Hands. He knows who are his Chil- 
dren, and at what. Time, and by what Motives 
their Hearts ſhall be touched, and turned from 
Duarkneſs to Light, and' from the Power of Sin and 
Satan unto God. His Children are 4 a very 
” . ſmall and ſelect number, out of Multitudes which 
are as the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore. - And though 
they ſhould bear no more proportion to the Re- 
bels, than they did in az; in che Days of Elijabs 
yet for their Sakes God'thinks.it worth while to 
continue the publick Miniſtry o f his Word and 
Sacraments. T all the reſt ſhould be as Rtiff- 
hearted, — Briers and Thorns, and Scorpis 
ons to the Chriſtian Miniſter, as Hel was. to the 
2 Ezekiel, yet it is worth while to ſow the 
Seed of the Word, though it light but upon ont 
good Heart in uch a Multitude of Scorners; 
Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles had but a handful 
of their numerous Hearers, who proved Doers of 
| God's Word. And though, we have no manner 
of Grounds to promiſe our ſelves greater Conver- 
ſions, yet we are very ſure that our Fe 
8 at * 
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| * every one * e pf 
Ek 10 Stranger bat hr in EE 
Atze ſeparateth himſelf from me, and ſet. 
e.tb up his Idols in bis F and putreth. 
Gs the Stumblit -block of his Iniquity before 
Hit Face, a: f comerh | fo. 4 P bet to en- 
guire of him confer 1" the. Lord 
on: enfiwer bim by. ns a A 


HIS is Part of the Anſwer wich ub 
Prophet Ezekie] returned from 


when they came to him to deſirè him 
to ask Counſel of the Lord, what the 
ſhould do to extricate themſelves from the Hard- 


en, yt * ver. * ſet = * Ile. 
7 | 


dar 
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God, 
to certain of the chief Men of 7/rael, 


mips of War and Captivity, which were brought 
upon them by the Babylonians. God's Anſwer was 
agreeable to the Merits of the Enquirers. 7. 0 
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b bes kee þ | 


* this eee and we e 
- | likely: to move him to it, as the Ef h = 
r-the: pocryphal Prophegy © Enoch, in inch 3 
are. contained vere Threatnings both alt 8 
Matter and Worſhippers of Idols. | ni 
Bu certain it is, that quickly aſter = World | 
Was reſtored from the Deftrudion. made by the 
Flood, Idolatry ſprung up among the renewed 
multiplied Race of Men, ind chat e oxbirant 
' Honour which they paid to the Souls of their 
famous Anceſtors, and to the Hoſt of Heaven, 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, which e 
toriouſiy idolized in the Days of Job, as 
learn yy his Proteſtation of his ov 3 
this! reſpect. Ch. xxxi. I bebeld . Sum, ſays he, 
- quhen.4t ſhined, or the Moon walling in Brightneſs: 3 
and my Heart hath been ſecretly inticed, or mj Mouth 
bath kiſſed my Hand in token of Adoration] this 
dere Iniquity to be puniſhed. by the Judge; for I ſhould 
haue denied the God that is above: And Diodorus 
Sieulus, who was born and bred up in Idolatry, 
has this Remark in his hiſtorical Library . 


x 2 That the moſt ancient Inhabitants of the the Earth, 


* (meaning thoſe that lived ſoon after the Flood, 
© and particularly the Eg yptians,) contemplating 


the World above them, and being aſtoniſhed 


< with; high Admiration of the Nature of the U- 


I niverſe, believed that there were eternal Gods, 
and that the two principal of them were the Sun 


© and the Moon: Of which. they called the firſt 


Oris, and the ſecond: Iis. Theſe were the viſi- 
ble Parts of the Creation, which were moſt anci- 
LY 1 25 and univerſal ly le as, We may collect 


from 


os T0 one How'to: 9 Se ne ihe" 
of eue. Airabam, the Founder of their 
th 25 man that we read of in his time, *y 


rally ms he World then over-run with [d6lat ys 
his hls Father's Houſe not being free from it. 
For Which reaſon God commanded him to leave 
: ey and to reſide in 
ſuch places where he might Exerciſe his Religion, 
temptation to depart from it. Not bur 
that he ga op oſition from [Tdolaters, -beſides 


Bis F amily and his Sounti 


With le 


other f rdft 
ed His -Þ 1 


of his Pilgrimage; which re 


n. | eG ſuperlatively glorious! and 77 


*occaſion-to. che Prophets aud Apoſtles eb 


celebrate him, as one that had the 


N the true God in a World of I. olatehs, © | 


and took care, according to the Teſtimo 


God hath given of him, o teach hit Child and hie 

Houſbold " ROWS That they Jones FLO ther 09" E 
ret orig oe WW 

RA H 4. {ws otmainty err Steff in 


= Lord. 


he? matter; and his near deſeendent 
- his Dom arcl Grand-lon, {aat.and Fat 
his ſteps; but his remoter ege 
mt om Faith. Pere gk: lirele 
Du Afib üg thaf were: & of Idols in Jau, 
i Gen. _ where Narchel is faid to bpve folen nbe 
"Their name in the original is 2 ord an, 
g but one lettor from Srraphim 
ink that they were Imag 
1 And that 
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them, vither-for the value! of che mer eat 
IH - Ss — l 
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wy - * Father's rhioh he Calls As 
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if Jacob, ha den bw, chen, 
| d them of his Wi Wes, and ] ried t < 
under an Oak kc yy ne a We e keen den. ; er 
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ad to foj: —.— grea Scheel of Idol- 
worſhip; the Land of Zgypr, and continue 
till God delivered them y 
Aaron. Though the divine . — wh fo 
ordered it, that they ſhould dwell by 'themſclves 
in the land of Goſben, yet afterwards it is certain 
that they mingled with theſe Heathen, and learned 
Their rays. The Jewiſh Doctors tell) us, that all 
| — bes wire here exited, with . ex- 
opt t of Leui, o which: Maſes Aaron 
were deſcended, who were therefore more fit to 
reform chis People, and reduce ti hem to che Reli- 
. 
0 Was wanting in nor 
hem, to effect this. The whole body of —4 
Lows: Moral, Ritual, and Judivial, was com- 
with. this views: © n 4 


Jened with ſome antidote nt Leh. T 
wo firſt Commandments of che — e 

roger? irh 
— 


— moins 1 i 

without Merey. 

n che thoſe n r N hey g 
to the Contrary. 

AND — is exidett, from various paſſages 
of :Sacred Writ, that during cheir forry wears 
Wand in the Wilderneſs, they never were 
eg weahed | from the Idols of e. 


As «ae 
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confrated ſome acqua 
BY. leg Goll of their invitations 
4 2 eat 1 0 er "of the ts, 


his leave of. 
3s ENT 5 eſfary * 
to inſiſt chiefly 1 Wa 
So Gods from amo 
7 NA of their Fat . 
very folemnly plighted cheir Fai. 4 
t he required of them, et che 
al: G Judges contains 4 
ratives of N 3 
71055 ſuffe 5 rings for the - 1 
H to * E P. wit! 
Exhortation, are EE TY Laune 
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wit 


great Ab eie 1555 eee 5 
rin ele to be feduced to Tdolatry' by | 
Fallon of his Heathen Wives and Concu- | 
| er "Aſptoreth: the "GoageſF 0 07 
aſſes an Hi Place for Ebemoſb le 
arion of 725 15 the Hill that: ig before Je- 
e and for Moll the abomination bf the Chit 
dren of 4 mon. "And, 9 — ke he "Na for all his 
ftrange Wives 5 | Fog PL dar. . wan o 


an e ie denn Ser. 1 

rant Frans vo eg ee e promiſe 

* Map c Hy Kingdom in hy Family, in caſe 
be would keep the Lays and Ordinances of God. 
Yee meicher bad be che Faith to depend on his 


te For, tor gon 1 nuance or ih 8 bleſ- | 
hich” he had o manifeſt] 7, conferred upon 
98 certupted bay, Son e e tþ 
e chafacte 1 ö 2 * ks x . mad 0 Hall 
9 R N 6 of Tue! or 
Judab Were free Fm? hich { Drought: ; 
vor les into 2 75 by. 


F here wo 9 up b bone of 25 105. 
bis cheir Captivities had 1 Ktually cured 
them bf this fin, as fome have i — But the 
ancie Author of the firſt Bo of. Maree 

ag ER their Hiſtory in that interval of 85 "> 
= Veen the laſt a Or es 45 1) 
of i, informs us, thar long*a | 
fro I: when en e Ep 
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reque 
er THe Had Nel th them Tack! Koh A | 
uments againſt it! ſhew 45 Fry Bit * 
ee Onlamities, Slaughters, Ontrages of a 
kinds; which he ſuffered their Enemies to comm 
n them, when they forſock him, that it Was 
not in the power of their Idols to relieve them: 
| 1 tting them ſo often in mind, as he does by His 
1 rophets, That, he had ſeparated” them from the 
_ Heathen to be his/pecuhar People, to maintain 
_ the knowledge and 15 of the true God amon 
men; to Weh E © Could not do a 8 
Jt dice, than to pr Tvice of Idols before 
him; for this was in effekt to tell the World, char 
hey held Idols to be better Maſters and * iter 
Benefactors than their God, whom they had try 
and known by many Years rs ex) Erience.” This in- 
deed” was the obvious Senfe Which Poople would 
upon ſuch their practice. Than Which, "2s 
nothing could be more derogatory. to the hoffotr 
of God, ſo nothing could be mere "Falſe and 
de Sus; it being ident by abundance 
e that their Piety and Proſpert h 
Tdolatry and ' Adyerfity, "always? went" rogtthte. 
God had expreſſy Ripulated with l 
th n his Protection! es they ould yield hin Ms . 
de 


Obedience 3" the very Land in 

was given them upon no other condition; ; 155 fore | 
eſt nhabitants were caſt out by [reaſon of their 
Vile IAaglatries | and N _— | and Iſrael 'w 
plan th Her of £iHo 


* 


E Covemant, by which ey eir J 


Pp 
Aſraclites,or. Strangers, could 


wat face an 
and comfort in * 3 


A to him 2 5 2 
n their 2 were 3 


2 
rn 2 ag But i is. 3 pc ie 90 hope 
Puniſhment of others, upon whom they EE 
their Pride, Avarice, and .Cruclty ; or for their 
oon greater Condemnation at laſt, while they re- 
ceive ſo many good things, and Will not ſee. the 
Hand which exhibits them; though it be far more 
evidently the cauſe of them, "than thoſe it pid Idols, 
2 5 they moſt ablurdly. and. wrongfully a- 
cri 

Bur I muſt not for et to obſerve, that the 
words of m 2 Text are a Reproof, not rale thoſe 
who practiſe external Idolatry, but lik 
N are under the dominion of their o 


Ang ye per may be a damna- 
a bie idolater. IF he is full of the love of himſelf, 
and of the World, if he lives in any habitual Sin, 
which is flatly contrary to the known Will of God; 
if he {lights any duty, Which the word of God de. 
clares to be of great importance, and neceſſary 100 0 0 
Salvation; if he be of that incorrigible Spirit, 1 
when his ſin is reproved, to ſwell with indignarion 
at his Reprover, to diſſemble it and deny it, or to 
ranſack the ſtorehouſe of Sophiſtry to defend it : 
If he be got into that ſtrong hold of hardned Of- 
fenders, that ben he is convinced, he will not own © 
Eis Convictions: This Man is a ſpiritual Idolater, his - 

Heart is the Temple, or other the Caſtle of his j 
Idols, for there he fortifies them ſo, that nothing 
FP re 3 he can be pleaſed with the 
Stumbling- | 


I "00 


the Face of 'Goi 


| ence to the divine Law. Let us offer 9 in 


15 his 5 and to the view o F 2104 World. A 
to; himſelf the aA V 


therefore he ou „ to . _ 
of God in this of Ezekiel.” When ſutb 


4 man comes o nale his addreſs 10 "Mes, in the exteriiſe 
'of any religious Duty, I will ſet my 2 . 80 Bim, 
and let him know, that he'is is nat of th e num my 
"obedient Chilton. . 25A [ e. 2 r 5 rt 
Stor then ese 180 enthroned in our Heart, 
any unmortified Luſt which reigns there, will avert 
d, and hinder the acceptance of all 

oũür Duties, let this recommend an univerſal Obedi- 


Bee to Gods, ever Affection Which rary t 
is Will, and not be lock to fee it, But . in 
che diſcovery, that we ma S gonr ſelves unto 
him as thoſe that love hin all their Heart, i. e. 
are entirely devoted to do and ſuffer all things ac- 
Cording to his good leaſure; after the example of 
, who in the moſt terrible agony ſubmitted and 
Haid, not mine, hut thy will be dons, even a) —_— pri 
our r Lord. Ts whom with Ge. é e 
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05 but had deſpiſed my Statutes, and had pol. 
: ge my Sabbaths, and e Ber Were « 4 
ter their Fathers Idols. 3 
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HI 8 Cha ter Contains an. n:cxpoflalkes: 
7 8 on of ax with certain of the Elders 
1 I&> of 1ſrael, WhO came to the Prophet 
SY Ezekiel, in the time of their Captivity, 
to enquire of him, why God was ſo diſ- 
pleaſed with them, and what he would adviſe them 
to do to recover his Favour. Thę anſwer is; that 
this was a trifling and frivolous Queſtion. They 
had no need of a new Revelation to teach them 
what it was that would obtain the Bleſſings, or 
bring down the Judgments of God upon them. 
They could not be ignorant of the Covenant which 
he had made with their Anceſtors at the firſt, and 
which he had cauſed to be written, and 2 


45 
- 


jo, — to obſerve, 
e 
of their Nation, many baker of of tl he} 
ments and mercies which od. exerciſed — 
them, and others ufſon their account. How he c- 
venaimted with them in Egypt to reſeue them from 
the ſlavery under which they groaned, to take them 
out of the midſt of that iolatrous Nation, and 
plant them in a ffüitfüf Land, and make them a 
free On upon condition chat he ſhould be their 
ſhould be his Servants. To this end 
he Vt u 1 and, and made dare his arm, in the 
divine — which he poured out upon the 
Egyptians, to work their deliverance: But yer theſe 
wonderful works, in which God magnified his 
ore to the confufion of all the Magicians and 
ok of Egypt, could not perſuade his People to 
fulfill their part of the Covenant, which vas, to 
caſt away the Idols of that Nation, and to have 
none other God beſides. him. This — him 
to threaten that he would leave them there, and 
ſuffer them to be Slaves to that People, whoſe Idols 
adored. But in conſideration of what he had 
already done, and the advances he had made to- 
Wards their deliveratice, „whereby his name and 
2 came to be much celebrated among the 
Egyptians, that they might not afterwards blaſ- 
eme him, as 6ne that had undertaken more than 
| he was able to accompliſh, he conſtrained them to 
is his e depart from among them, and brought 
a miraculous Paſſage through the Red'Sea, 


a: — 4 borders of Arabia, onwards of their 1 el 


ney to the promiſed Land. 
Arp here he gave them a body of Laws, which 


might diſtinguith them from the Heathen, to be a 
8 


I: — oy ey an 
gehen non 
E ke Laws. Ne 
tractable Diſciples" thy Y d abhaths 
9 re upon a chem 10d ad 
flow progreſs in ning th the Will of God's. | 


| wh but Ze Heare the divine e 


Laws; and 1 —— with Idols 
as pom. Fu as their Forefathersz and now they att in 
— — | ing the reward of tlieir In 
er they cannot Tee, without a new Revelation by 
Prophet, what it is thiat has brought their CA. 
lamities upon then. * Whence we may obſerve, 
I.. How firangely wicked Mer are apt to be in. 
fatusted ahd blinded with rheit Impieties, ſo that 
they will not acknowledge them to be the cauſe of 43 
their Sufferings. 1 
II. That the natural arid nerefliry edu. of ths 
kek Calattities is Atheiſm, ora general negl and 
contempt of the Kyitic Maj 
HII. That there is nb off r y 6 Noe ch 
Calamities, but by reſtoring the Government of 
God among Men: 1 | 
Arp I, Wieden Nn are fo'pre/adicet in fa- 
your 75 ceir inf your that ee but e. 
and t difficulty, brought ts ackno-re 
ledge Wein 26 de the meritorious cauſe of God's 


. n 


ey did learn, they made no conſcienc? 


5 tations. — ——_ lays i C ; 


> olyed. and. deſtroyed from being a 


their Propher, when afucoetonof Prophers r ma- 

_ ny. 8 bac been conſtantiy preaching to 
* IP y Ds 3 Ther the re 
1 careful to exttute ice udgment, 3 they 
deſpiſed God's Laws, and prophaned. his Sabbaths,..and 
 eprrupted his. Religion by yl 2 HW: they. 
Hoe be zofted — f the. Land ef Cauaan, aud car. 


into Captivity among the . — And th. 
rt {[rael go oY chem, 12 ctu 


the multitude of their Impicties; yet when it came 
_ to their own turn to be carried away to . 
_ Inſtead; of reflecting on their ,ways, and ſes gt. 
they had trod in the ſame ſteps with their Brethr 
they ask what they have done, and ſeem to wonder 
What it was that had ſo offended. God againſt 
wo as. to provoke him 700 caſt them out * 
85 Tuis is an eule, n alazing 2 
ness, that Men who have ce dying Warnings con- 
tinually, rung in their Ears, and the puniſhment of 
their Sins ſet before their Face; that Men who dai- 


y ſee and hear how their oyn Sins are and have 


been puniſhed. in others, ſhould be to ſeek for a 
* Reaſon of their Pur ents, when it comes by otheir 5 
own turn to ſuffer them. This, I fay, is very a- 
z 1 wiſh I could call e 5 e ſenſe 

of that Word, as it ſignifies Unuſual. But, to the 
luamentable woe and misfortune of Mankind, it is 
too much the practice of every Age and Nation un- 
der Heaven. 

WukNEVENit t pleaſes God 9 wks: 4 Nation 
with War, Peſtilence, Famine, or ſome other grie- 
vous Judgment, (and he never inflicts any of theſe 
Judgments, but upon a S TT with ſome 
crying Sin), the Men that ſhall do the © Othice of the 
e e ee 413% PO ae 
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thall old as They were, * 

b- -4 a co N Set af 1 Prof we 6 0 he 5 
Iy proclaim Peace from Heaven, when God's 4 Arnt- ©; 

is made bare to puniſn, and the Cauſe of hig in- 
Ugnation is glaring and ien, 
Tus was the Complaint of oll 5 when 
the: Hand of Divine Juſtice, was. lifted  UP3..408 © 
People would. not ſee the Rod, and him W. 0 2 
had appointed it; but interpreted all their Cala⸗ - = 
mities ag the Effects of meer Chance, or,natural 
Cauſes. Peſtilences and immoderate. Drought, were 
ed. to a particular Conſtitution -of che = 
Wars and Invaſions, to the Ambition, of neigh bour- ; 
| m Princes, who, fought to- Canaan to the 3 
reſt of their Dominions. Ship pwrecks at Ses were —_—_ 
occaſioned. by. Srorma and Temp eſts. All This. 1s. ” 
very true; but the fatal Error bo here, in reſting 7 
in theſe as in the primary Cauſes, and looking n 
farther. Which is the Atheiſm that has alwa 8 | 
ruined the World, for it excludes God from the 

Government of it, and conſe: juently proypkes um 
to forſake it, and leave it to che Power of evil AI. 
_ gels; to inſeſt ii. rn 
Bur this may be ſomething wide. F ths Mar. '- 
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aid am 


'£ gion, and the 
b | thall ſee more at large under my 


they have rarely ju 
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them in his Days, that the Fathers 


: bad eaten ower F on: and nw Childrens . eeth Wore 
et on edge.” © Ss „ 
Nox if is well knownthat God has: reſeryed 


| to himſelf the Power of viiting the Iniquities of 


Parents upon their Children; but then it is of 
ſuch as hate him, and fo add their own Provoca- 


tions to thoſe of 8 Fore-fathers. As a wicked 
Pather may avert the Wrath of God 
_ ©, nn Judgments i into: — 5 if 2 wil turn from 
the Evil of his former 
Son of a wicked Father wall x not bear his Parent's 
Iniquity: if he be not Partaker in his Guilt, nei- 
ther ſhall he bear any Part of his Puniſhment. This 
is the Divine Sentence b 
Aud it is moſt clearly at 
the publick Face of Fhings here upon Earth. 
One Generation of Men is happy, and another ca- 


and turn 


ays ; ſo the righteous 


our Prophet, ch. xviii. 
inconteſtably verified in 


lamitous, in . to the State of true Reli- 
car of God among them; as we 


IIA Head, which is this, IN 4 = the. ature! 
and neceſſary Cauſe of publick Calamities is A- 


theiſm, or a general Neglect and Contempt of 
the Divine Majeſty. The Truth of which has been 
ſo fully experienced, that none but very ignorant, 
or very perverſe and froward People will dare to 
deny it. Even thoſe Men who have been ſo weak, 

2s in their Practice to walk contrary ta God, and 
Have flattered themſelves that they ſhoul 


d find 
their Pleaſure or Profit in thoſe Things which he 
has forbidden them, Jer in their ſerious Diſcourſes 

ified ſuch Practices; few of 


_ them have been: hardy enough to- deliver. any 
5 Thing 


1 Thing b y M * or 1 45 4 + Mink of e. —_— 
Actions, büt whart is built upon this Foundation, 
that God governt the World; aud that he mill render A 
o every Man according ro bis Mors. How tw | 
are there, among the Mer of abandoned * — 
ence, who would Willingly have the World to 4 
act as they do? or care to write a Book of 1 
own Morals, and recommend it to the Imitation 
of Mankind? On the contrary, how many wicked _ -? 
Parents haye laid their , moſt ſerious Commands, „ 
at the cloſe of Life, upon their Children, to, fer 
God and keep his ee ee How maß 
Malefactors have earneſtly warned others to ſhun =o 
| thoſe Ways, kink have brought hen to De- | 
ſtruction? eee the Senſe, and almoſt 
in the Words of my Text, that if they had nur 8 
acted the honeſt Part, and kept the Sabbath; and rie. 
rained from the Idols of cake own Imagination, 
it had been happy for them? And this bids fair 
for 4 Proof of 96 Senſe of Mankind, that our Ca. 
1 lamities are owing to our want of the Fear of God. 
TAE RR are, I. confeſs, a world of People 
| who are deceived by the Riches of wicked Oy 1 
and the Pleaſures they take, and the Honours ang 
Reſpects which are paid them, ſo far as to pro- 
nounce them happy. But that is more than theſe 
Men will fay of themſelves, if they have ap 
Grains of ſound Underſtanding z and if they hare 
not, then they are wretched in this reſpect, char. 
they want the Faculty of ju 1 What real Hao - 
pineſs is: And G yes "Mk Vizard of Hap- :: 
— is commonly pluckt off by the Hand f 
Providence in à little time, pi the Hypocrite _— 
expoſed in his genuine Colours, as all ſerious On- Tod 
| r ra _ n teſtify : For the Trinenph and Joy of the | 
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B SS AHI Trisagreeable to God's Method 
„  Crpalning ſuch People to Repentance, to give them 


And ſpace foe: it. He ſends his Minifters to 
ew them the Evil of their Ways, and to de- 
udgments againft"rhem,” if they will 
not turn anc ref * And if the prove deaf to 
His Warnings, begins to let ſo ome few Arrows 
of his Diſp nike Hy among then, to convince 
them that he: 3s in goed e end iar he is 
ahle to Execute What he” threiifer ny 3 if theſe 
lighter AMO work. noe 
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2 his heavy 


and e x —— ee Faminè, 


Foc and the like, to rot out incorrigible Sin- 
and caſt them out of his Sigit. This has 
Q's Method with man s per lm 


ö bee and Kingdoms; which have been gradually 


r6ken, and at laſt aboliſhed” and reduced to no- 


ching, becauſe : they have degenerated from their 


"firſt: Piety and Virtue, and the Cry of their Sins 
tas prevailed againft that of their Prayers, and 

have ſtood out incorrigible: againſt all God's 
-Dif penſations both of Mercy and Judgment, which 


*he 1 5 uled to reclaim them. 6 ng: 
For as I noted in the III Place, Tiire 18 
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em "when, = bubble Cap: 
tives were no longer Slaves to Idols; = en they 
renewed their Vows of Obedien heir God in 
Sion, and ſent their Hearts to Jersſalm, God cau- 
fd all thoſe that had led them away captive, to 
pity chem, and work thei Deliverance, and help 
them to rebuild that City and Temple, hic 10 
che had formerly demoliſfied and laid in Ruines. 
. NOT HER 1 s Inſtance of à bleſſed 
Change which People's turning to God has made 
in their Affairs, is that of the Mucvites, whohearin 
1 the Preaching of Jonab, that they Were doo ned 
o Deftruftion 5 forty days _ had the Grace 
* believe it, and he 8 themſelves in the Duſt, "0 
and cried mightily unto God to turn away from 
the Fierceneſs of his Wrath, and fpare them; by 
which Humiliation they obtained Deliverance, and 
33 the Execution of the hre: tened Judg- 
Ap we cannot abubt- ante the belt Hiltories 
aſſure us) that many other Cities and People, who 
were deſtitute of the Knowledge of the true God, 
yet feeking in their Dangers to atone him accords 
ing to the beft of their Underſtanding, and re- 
pairing thoſe Breaches which wicked Men had 
made in their Ordinances of Piety and Juſtice, 
have by fuch their ferious Endeavours obtained a 
merciful Peliverance from the Deſtruction which 
was 3 in upon them, and have raifed their 
fi Conſtitution, and animated it with new Life 
and Vigour for a longer Conrinuance. 
Ur the whole, ft is undeniably ris 


vident that 
| God governs the World, and is the Diſpenſer of 
Proſperity and Adverſity to the Inhabirants. of it. 
For 1— 3 end, all things which we calt ſecond 
Qauſes, obey him, and work together for dur Com- 
fort or —— as he in His Juſtice 
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: vi r of God, which ve can 
no other ways obtain but by keeping: his. Co 


 mandments. For ſuch our Obedience he hann 1. 5 * 


ming ofthe Word. Wl 


the condition of his Mercies and 
towards us; and from the begir 
to this day; "has verified this: rule, e, That Ri 
oufnels e ach a Nation, but that a Land-defile 
with Prophaneneſs and Immorality is curſed, 


nigh to 
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know onr goòd or bad circumſtances, as certainly 
as if we had a thouſand Prophets ſent to us with 
immediate Revelations. For they ſhow: us, by. a 
multitude of exam ples, that God bas always oat cr - 
thoſe that Donor 558. and cover mr who 8 
. er | * ity . pate wr Sy ghee want The? 
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5 web fin it was that Death firſt entred igto che 
World, and all Calamities are part of the Er 
and Dominion of this Death: and the more we 
fin, the more obnoxious we render ourſelves. to 
this Dominion. Every offence againſt God, adds 
5 e to the load of our misfortunes. It is our 
fe, to abſtain as much 25 may be, 
fom fuch Offenes. And ſure iv is enough to 
ord us * them, when we conſider Death gs 
n ef Kn. When we ſerioufly lay it to 
o K our Sins have ſeparated us from 
a, the fountain of all Happineſs, this ſhogld 
make us careful to heal the feparation, by dfawi 
nigh unto him in holy Meditations and e 
Wording and honouring him before men, and by 
. * 
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were wont to aſſure their People, 
Vain for them to mo redreſs of 1755 aces 
Er Ways, o long as ; they: {uffer Sin to. 
have the donde oer chen. * 7 BHS it Was 
1 afflicted them, called them to Re- 

e, and if they continued impenitent, his 
ite Lem 


tit Wag in 


* 1722 «Wh form Apes FA, his Prophets among 
them," and: eber 5 for their groſs; corrup- 
tion of his Religion and Laws. He had upbraid- 
ed them with their partial deciſions in their Courts 
f Judicature, and how they — Truth and 
EZ by their ſhameful Bribery; and how they 


e Afſemblics of his « Worth bin 


o& un . and lerer chem among the Heathen ; Y 
Which 


tryal of them to no p purpo! e, e was compell'd by 
their incorrigibleneſs to execute upon A 
Tuxs x things are written for our Akruction! ; 
15 no man think that this was a particular caſe, 
or that Chriſtians have more indulgence from 
God than the Jews, to tranſgreſs the Laws of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, Such Laws are im- 
mutable, and the ſame Wan, God enjoyns 
them upon us, and exacts our Obedience to them. 
He has the ſame vials to pour out upon our de- 
filed Land; and we have the like enjoyments, lives, 
ee and liberties to loſe * his 1487 Vifttations 
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= " and ſaid to the King: 0: 1 
= me are not careful to anſwth thee in this 
matter. -Tf it be /o, our God whom we 
| 9 is able to 22 * from the. burn- 
ing fiery Furnace e will deliver 4. 
45 of thine Ta O King... Bu 
it known unto thee, C 0 King, 7 
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noble "Captive of the Tribe. of 
„ to thei redeubted Conqueror 
on, When with rage 
and fury "he called them before him, to 
anſwer to an accuſation Brought againſt them, that 
they refuſed to fall down and worſhip a golden 
Image which he had lately erected, in the cigh- 
rof his reign, as the LXX Interpreters 
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Guard, at the ſpoiling of Feru/al 
Vim, an look well 10 him, and do Lim 10 r vut | 
4 treat him in every thing as he ſhall require. 5 
F 7 He muſt needs know how t 
.claim'd againſt Idols in general, not tl 
of his own People, but of all the Nations rou I 
about them, not ſparing. the Idols of Babylon 
mong the reſt. He was well acquainted wit 


Daniel and theſe three men „whom he h 
Fa to be bred up in hi 


his Court, and to 
8 he c Doh Offices, of. his Kin dom, 


vhs - 


* . 5 , 2 io 
em. He 
F 4 5 x L 
2 — & 


« 


% 
K 2 i 
3 — 1 
MT 4 


t 5 7 
. 4 
* 4 
1 k 5 
— 
Py 1 
" 1 * 4G 6.4 
C : 2 
a v2 s 
$ 
” 
+ 
5 5 N 
* * 
8 3 ; ö 
4 
* * 
Sy AL 
* * * 
iz . £ * * 
£ * 7 
3 28 wn Fas > * A * A 3 
£ 7 4 5 * 25 . 4 
* - * 3 * * : LF # 
$ . A F — A 
** © * : * : Py 2 * > 
2 4 a n Pls. „ ? n * * 4 46S 


' e of bis Ja: iclans ; ach | Aﬀtrolape 
were able to find out; and freely. — bo 
5 bim upon this occaſion; f A truth, fays he, your 
Folds 'n God of Gods and Lord of | Kings; and a Re- 
 wealer of Lans; 2 thou conldeft Teveal this Secret. 
Now {inc mchadnezzar had ſuch Occaſi- 
on to know — true Cod and had received ſuch 
favours from him, it might have been juſtly ex- 
pected that he ſhould have renounced che errors 


Hf his Fathers, and have —— the worſhip of 


that God whom: he owned to be much fu or 
to all others. But inſtead of this, to add new 
Idols to the old ones, was a great aggr ik of 
His Sin. And it was ftill more finful in him, to 
_ 'Eompel men, by the terrors of a fiery Furnace, 
to proſtitute their Senſe and Reaſon. and 45 1571 
; Confcience to his\ monſtrous Zuni 
I ̃VWill not now-ftand to en how's far it may 
be lawful to enforce the pro Mon even of true 
5 Reli on by Temporal Penalties. There is 4 Zeal 
0 * which 15 own word approves BE. in 
51 Ake and Miniſters; and there is a a 
Without knowledge, which runs out into a cri- 
minal Perſecution, for which St. Paul ſays that 
Do obtained mercy, becauſe he acted ignorantly, 1 Tim. 
1 But ſurely Nebuthatnezzar could not plead 
this excuſe. He muſt be well acquainted, (for the 
. reaſons aforeſaid) with the Religion of theſe men; 
he had the greateſt Obligations to their God, and 
Was bound to them by the laws of * 
and by the faithful ſervice which we may juſt 
_ Apps e they rendered him in their 8 q 
Stations. In all civil caſes they honoured and 
obeyed him as their King, only they could not 
worſhip his Gods. And therefore for him, who 
_ Knew" all this, to attempt to put ſuch a force upon 
„ | their 
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this. Image; and on the hand, ora 
rage t I with Furious zeal for his Rang m. 
5 to ſee Executjon dong, with his < 
yes; to 2 their on 200k - * of three v 
refuſed, condemned by the many thouſands about - 
them who complied; to refle&-upons the 22 
hey had received from the King, how high 1 
ha ed them above his native Subj ow — 1 
happily the might live under him ſtill ſor man 
2 could they but ſubmit to bow 3801 Knee at 
& Were all very er 1 


as f Men, and have induced them, ww 3 1 
oſtrate Abe before the Idol, yet at leaſt 5 9 

ave fallen down before the King, and at 
ved time of him for farther. deliberation, about a 
matter of ſo. x rat concern to them. But inſtead 
of fyi 2.00. re efuge of affrighted, et [1 | 
Men, t! ey conftantiy and bravely end the Matter 
upon the ſpat; in a very ſhort: and clear Speech, : 1 
= Nebuchadnezzar, e are. not careful to anſwer thes 
in this Mutter, i. e. . We do Dok WARE. time to de.. 
Demand. It nd known. ro you and: all the 1 7 2] 
$ outrun — we worſfup but one and that 
any mer or Sung repreſentation = 
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5 for its own fake,” though nothing was to be expect 
ed aſter this Liss, yet if it were to be vindicated with 
the utter extinction of the whole Man; and that on 

dhe contrary his receding from it would prolong 
huis Exiſtence and his Happineſs, I am apt to'think 

that it would in ſuch- caſe — an allowed rule 
of Wiſdom, to re 

not be held without ſuffering the loſs of Soul and 
Boop for che ſake! of it. But to ſpeak more intel. 


| * . 79 I, 3 Tiga 4 # wal 8175 n 178 8 12 tos 
is ron ne: eſohute: Anſwer; mall 
4 the Occaſion. In echer ch Kings ought 
to he anſwered with great Reſpect and Reverence, 
and none more conformable to ſuch civil reſpects 
than Daniel and his Fellows, as We learn, from this 
very Book. But when the royal comma dis to.dif- 
honour: God; by giving 5 glor to Idols, then 
1 — retreat under the Protection of the King 
of Kings, and bravely let -carthly-. F —— ates 
know that nothing which they can do for.us or 
unf us, ſhalbbeable to/ſeduce us from the Ser- 
- viceof-our-ſupreme Maſter. Achether he will deliver 
un or not, {aid-theſe Martyrs, be it known to you that 
Wei dul wot worſhip your Gj. 
: TH15/is a plain argument chat leit hopes were 
extended beyond this Life: for had they thought 2 


the fiery Furnace couid have put an end to their 
Being, and that there ſhould nothing haye remain 


ed 
cher State, I am of opinion they would have bow- 


f them for God to reward or puniſh in 


ed to this Image, rather than have burned for it: 


For however ſome affirm that Truth is ſo much more 
Peamifal and con · natural to the Soul of Man than 


d, chat a wiſe Man would prefer it even 


ruth when it could 


ede from the 


5 | _ bgibly, 


© 


E Yan od ne Aid vor ae e 
of which Weirſhall — 225 — 1 ud gan 
78 than our los, Which it t nn 
ood to us in this Life, as it wor - 
10 b life i ſolf is taken away, then a 


duet * 315 40 1K wy «#9 WS > Wy tg * * 
| oy; the motive Why theſe | 
lartyrs e Echo e God did /e <hearfully-ſax | 
heir Bad: les ao he Flames, ſubmitting theraſelyes 
x9 — 70 lg or die; ad he ſaw moſt condueive te 
his on Glory 5; firmly behc fing-rhat if the fire diſs 
ſolved their Bodies, their Souls ſhould paſs into his | 
more ichmediare Preſence, and be made Partakers 
of his immotzal Felicities ; and that he would repro - 
duce: theit bodies again in the xeign of. the Meſrahy z; 
for St. Paul numbers chem. among {us ſuch Believers, 
Heb. is; and ſays that by virtue of this Faith; hen 
guet ry js Yoke 25 B 8 e-:they had funk 
9 elys ſur 455 * Vs of God and his i 
Kine their 8 pirits were ſo puck 
exalted, Gercke N dee in the Flames 
Wich little dune ſenſe of Pai u, for the greatneſs x 
the Joys Which flowed in Auge them. In this 
9 1 i&, ſays ene # erovenſis, their eyes 
85 were 16. fixed: upon Jod, chat they ſaw not the 
Fire, and ſo intent upon the. Crown of Martyr- 
dom, that they forgot the pains of Death: iT, us 
being raiſed +abovg- the mounting Flames, and 
5 ſtrugling Balls of Fire,: they gave the Spectators 
<a lorious Demon S That the Souls of Holy 
Men! N. reater Strengt and Fortitude, than 
he moſt po upon Earth, with all 5 
their Inſtr Rh of { Death pA thei.” Hs 
I believe I need not ſay much to perſuade thoſe 
who! have a competent as knowledge of * gun 
Vor. II. 3 „ 


A © tures/to' be inflicted: tipe 


in their greateſt x Extfemities 

bur one ee ny urpoſe ; x pafſag 
= Songs others oy [aſp grie vous tor - 
i'the Body A A young 


55 * horribly. Daſhed” and: ungled by 
onerg that it was thonght he would Sever our- 
_ © live it. Howeyertit"pleaſed God im a) wonder- 
ful manner te reſtore him Nui rk wrote 
an Eceleſiaſtical Hift6ry ſays,” . time 
© after he asked this: „ e eds 
how acute his Pain Way ial the rimwoE | 

. 1 and chat 1s that 
c R a and f BY, 
0 off EEE uſed b 15 rf My, + 


— there nn Bur he hf 48 ey 
make the Fire burn chem. He aw his fe e 


heats Fürnace, me? ite: kim d 1 at 3 | ite 
meaning to feed his Eyes with a pleaſing Ven 
ance; but when lie thought he fhould h. 
them ſpeedily flame out, and then fall few + Aſhes, 
he faw, to his amazement, a fourth Man come to 
them, "who looſed their Bonds, ſet them upon 
their Feet, and went before _ all four" f them 
_— Walking 


bea 3 auguſt, majeft 25 Perf 
we Would f N. This is 


re 3 1 "Writ. of 
— as to their Gy 2 


Ne | 


Call 


. 


* i 9 
ls = Pn K 


Fs 
oy 


<6 


© * the Perk licn of thoſe Tim ; that in tlie 
Anthem which they ſung in the Church On Boe . 
ada this was one Verſicle, 
1. Ciilaren. out of the ory, Hun 21 ir riſen from 
Mie . * 


To chis it will be obj eGhed; tna 1 ie es 


Able Nebuthadnezzar Frier an a ny + thing "of this- 


of God, ſo as to be able ro ſay, thay this Perſoh 


was: ike him: And we may readily Allow that he 
did not: and yet chis Objection does not at all 
verthrow our Hy; role For the King might 
msan in general that. he ſeemed to 1 ſome Divine 
8 and this Perſon might tbe the rricular 
and only Son of God 


1 


| peared = Earth in hHuma upon ſome 
Occaſions, long before his Incafnãtion- And ſince 


many of the wiſeſt and beſt of the Ancients were 


ſuaded that He appeared now, we ought not to 


Explode their Opinion, except We: "had ſome eee | 


ion againſt i EL a en, AT I Le JCe 
* ude, ads cheſs holy len conclad- 
| Farid. re rr ae ro the moſt High, 


* aeg ly due to of Divine 
a y, 4 ways 5 end magnifying him 
above all bis Works.” 1 5 the Hymn Sch 


I allude to, ſtands Abe our apocryphal Scrip- 
tures ; but it is ſo devout and ee n it has 


always been Wa ht to deſerve a place in the Ser- 


vice, not only of our prefent, but of the moſt an- 
ene Chick!” "Some perhaps may think that it 
warts Spitirz and is not pertinent to the Occaſion ; 15 
bus St. Chry/offom has taken the. pains to ſet it in 

| 2 light,” and to ſhew the. juſt Propriety of 


2 Part of it That learned and eloquent Fa- 


ther 6 erves, khar it was very proper for theſe 
3 Men to teach the Chaldeans, apon this occa- 


Hh, 6 diſtinguiſh accuritely between the Creator 


nel ; eee 


He that delivered” 74 | 


dz Ss in all ability ap- 
5 Akeda * p- 


SF thing From 
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: rated with D Beete Wortip: 5 | 
5 oy 3 hereby t 


' Teribed"in any Place, or repreſented by any 


Fire as a Deity, to take On * 
in this preſent caſe, it had been reſtrained” 


do hereby. difclaim al Power in themſelves 6. 4 ve 
wrought this wonderful Deliverance, and 80 reyent | 
the ſuperſtitious Spectators from "deify 
or thinking of chem Wore Highly than the Se 


; . — $i to Faferibe it 1 other of the rears, 
| bur ever ing him the l 1 


: Ie may Enjoy che Salvation of his bleſſed Son, 
3 . in the, Wong to, come. 


F , "BJ A, 22% ps "= 4 ; y OS Fr 5 8 ; 
259 IA . oo 4 „ 2 "OP 
: n 2 83 7 - x 7M 2 Ef 
” 4 2 ef) 4 1 - „ S 5 5 fy , 
A + +... . 
. 3 * py * q 24 W 
_— - 1 $75 C* ena 1 \ 
, = \ OS . a I = 
&1 L , 1 6 e d * e 3 2 2 
þ , 1 Wu ; IS; 
_ " ef 
. * - * * * 
bi Ip, OE. os NE 7, 5 4 
2 ITY 8 
ents, AY 40 bot | ; 


rticularly enumerate the Creates, 20 A. 1 
mon. them --all to 1 41 5 and ore one Go EE Wn 
nity of the Divine N: a= | 
he Dex pendence which his Crea ares 
he. upon him, tl that he is not to be c 8 f, 
gute, 


And thus math for the general Deſign of chi An; 
them. I cannot at preſent attend the holy Facher 
in deſcanting 1 u f all the Branches of it. But 
two Points 1 1 ha | mention for a taſte of the _ 
Propriety of the whole. When thele Cot $5 


call upon the Fire and Heat fi bleſs 2 To, | 2 


ped te 


8 = 
ele by the God of Muel. And when they i 


all upon themſelves, by their firſt N: s of Aua 
png „ Wot and Miſacl, to praiſe, the Fords 


they admoniſh the, Chaldeans, -whe 3 
O 


to think. N 

LET us . to be thus tinmbly and duti- 

ully affected towards the Lord our Go N 
ng nothing of his Glory to our ſelyes pre- 


our due unto bis Na 


An wor ſhi ang Bim with an Boh Worſhip ; that fo 


be defend by bim from the Fire *% 1 1155 


with all your heart, an 
with weeping, and 5 
4 your Heart, and not pour 


turm unto. the: Lord your 


or he 2s . and merr 


* 
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728 5 8 . 


Time e it 1 90 firft pub- 
ed, we are left to guels when. it was 
y or 'of it lived. 10. po N erom W 


tbam, Abus, and Hexetiab, 
under Feroboam, the ſecond of that name, King 


+4 


ical part of his Prophecy c: 
N — 255 very e 2 IEP under Which 
— ak Judes graaned at the tang; phos 


: and fnck maxed 
od: at. when thy hou be rol 
; ,ocuſts Dad ovtrſpread them, as had quite de- 
ſtroyed, not 1770 Ahe ny cont the E 
even the very Tares . the. Field, and 
by that means had ogcaſi a conſuming Fa- 
een and. Pettilence among 


Por it. be att th: 
| vaſt — - 


durant 
2 who about this 
* them, and ſpoiled their 
e of no ſuch general Depre» 
any of theſe People, in thoſe Books 


EY 


TTY 


rv gn —.— fall . w 
2 Prophecy 

he prevailing, and I think 
Pit ion is, 8 we are to under. 


5 3 or 4 


Tk :pantain'the Records of their 
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well 'be ap lied to them This we 
in an Examination of the Particulars. 


A 1 5 
ff then, in ch. i. ver! 6. i e let. t tells ; 
- That a Nation is come up u "thi 
 frrong and without number, whoſe Teen 
of a Lion. Now the W rd Nane, er, 
moſt fitly applied to Men, is | 
thors uſed ſometimes in ſpeaking of irrational rea- 
tures; for which ſee Prov. xxx. 25. | whence R. 
David Kimchi obſerves, that any Con egation or 
Multitude of living Creatures, ye be ſtyled Goi, 
a Nution. Theſe Locuſts are here ſo named, with 
the Epithots of ſtrong and innumerable affixt to them. 
What they want in ſtrength, is made uꝑ in their 
multitude. The compariſon of their Teeth to 
thoſe of a Lion, is likewiſe; uſed Rev. ix. 8. and 
ſerves to Om 8 hat n Miſchief their 
little Teeth can do; gnawing to pieces not 

en tender Thi 4 8 — 

Jouſes, as Pliny obſerves.” And here the Prophet 
complains, that they peeled off the Barks of Trees, 
and ſtript the Branches of their natural Covering. 

: 2dly, Ir is 4 moſt common Practice in War, to 
lay Countries waſte by burning them. And of this 
our Prophet complains in this Calamity, ch. i. 
ver. 19. That the, Fire had devoured ihe Paſtures of 
the Wilderneſs, and the Flame burnt ug lt be .Trees 
of the Field. Now the: forementioned: Pliny affirms 
of theſe er} that their Touch is ſo Venomous 
as to burn or parch things; they do not only 
lick up the Pr duct of the Field before them 
like that devouring Element, but like it too, they 
leave a horrid Brownneſs behind them! Thoug 
this may allude to a great Drought and Soarinyof 
Rain, which often accompanies the ſwarming of 
Theſe: ene and of n * I _— 


* 


"TY TI 
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| 2 Had do viſa 5 „ f 
ui ariid up; 3 * ts Love Gery 


34 L nA Saying of this Prophet, 1 . 
ver. 4 * The appearance" 4 them is as the appearance 
WE ' Horſes, and as Horſemen ſo foal they run, max 

well be applied to Locuſts, as it is again Neu. ix. 


Tis Theodoret, in his Comment on this Verſe of 15 


Joel, ſays, that whoever ſhall accurately conſider 


the head of a Locuſt, will find it very much to 
reſemble that of a Horſe. And the Arabians, who | 


are well acquainted . 


vith theſe Creatures, as being 
often infeſted by 


1 obſerve the fam of them. 


And it is an Obſervation which has arcely ef- jo 


capedany Naturaliſt who. has wrote _y them. Then 
in the next clauſe they are n compared 


to Horſemen in hattel, with regard to their un- 
daunted ſpeed and boldneſs in their progreſs. And 
chis is a 2 5 Argument to many, that the 
words are properly to be underſtood of Locuſts: 

for human Armies have real Fee, * cheſe 5 


are only ſaid to be like them. 


4h, T me. Prophet ſays; in the next ark 
that by their letpir they ſball make à neiſe like Cha- 
riots on the tops of Mountains, like a flame of Fire 
in flubble, like a ſtrong People ſot in hattel-array. All 
theſe compariſons are proper to expreſs the horrid 


noiſe which the ſwarms of innumerable Locuſts 
here ſpoken of, make in their approach to any 
ö Country, and thereby. ſtrike terror into the Peo- 

ple. Remigius reports 
ries have been infeſted by them, that their noiſe 
has been heard at ſix 3 A 


New. ix. p. where it is ſaid of the Locuſts there 
{pok 
1 ound of Chariots, Kg many * W to battet. 


N 4 4 The ; 


| 2 the 0 oo of the NM ildernoſ i.. gr bag ny SN 


1 thoſe whoſe territo- 


5 diſtance. But it may - . 
ſuffice, for illuſtrating theſe words, to add thoſe, |. 8 


ken of, that the ſound of their Wings was like the | 


ba, Hs was A roper e ar Flt received com- 

ſon. 2 h + CEE noiſe made 
By 6 ing an as that of a flame a» 

ws ſtubble r eating an Now 
9 TAE Order and Rule which thiy keep 
* their progreſs, is properly reſembled . te firo 
People ſor i ela ray, 35 e. wo ane 


80 diers. % hs in marchin keep their | 
Ranks and fr. 2 7 * Locuſts 


were of olf known cd do'this,: appears from Prov. 
RA. 27, The obus, ſays hey! have mo King, yet 
_ the forth by their bands, u in battcl-array, 
guided by one alarm; ſo che LXX expreſs it. 
8 gr eg Cyril, and Theodorrt, who: lived i 
Countreys where ſwarms of theſe Creatures 1 
often ſeen, \ affirm, that they keep as conſtant 
their places When they 45 as the 8 ſtone es in 


a checquer'd Pavement, not ſuffer ns 7 
by any means to be put out of them. 
* Vriters likewi — how t 


-while the Trader noves, the reſtad | move; and 
when he ſettles, the reſt all ſettle together. Sq 
that they ſeem to be as obſrrvant of Miſitary dif- 
cipline as the beſt trained Soldiers; which: juftiſies 
the compariſon here uſed of 'tthem. 
Tux fame Idea and Reſemblance u 0 
tn the three following verſes: They ſhall ru fays 
Joel; like mighty men, they ſhall climb 25 uh ths 
Men of war, and ſball maroh every one in bis © "way, 
Pall not break their Ranks.” "Neither fhall one 
zhruft another, they ſhall walk every one in hir parb; 
" Wd when they fall npon the Sword, they ſhalt not * 
bnd. They Pall run ro . bey 
a e che Wall, they ſhall 1 | he. 


Thi. 3 Tory Cole ener 2 9 7 * 


ules, are very [Arca dp to tiene 0 very pröper 
to ſet forth their F e Holmes. and re 
5 to n to do miſchie LIT © 8 * 3 . 
Ap how greal miſchief they wr ak 75 
264” at the time of this invaſion Here ſpoken of N 
have in ſome meaſure Ex] lained, 2s, T went along | 
with the deſcriptio n of ber 8 : But ts 
declare this more fully, Orthese 
paflages of rhe Prophet to te boſe. tt, 
Ad 1/, HE complains, ar be Pele, Vine“ == 
. and Olive- yards were ſo conſumed 187 This 
Vermin, That the deſtruction. was followed by a 1 
ievous Famine, which he repreſents ir. thete 4 
rae: The Meat-offering and Drink-offering is cut 
Hairy Houſe of 3] e Lord: th 1 Fwy 5 
Miniſters 57 The Corn and the geing 


mw Forms and Loc | rth 
den ower and Wine, and that ſo eee 13 
Tat there was not to be had of them enough to 
ſerye for the Sacrifice of Meat- offering, and Drink 
offering, ap oe in the Law to e offered for 
the ſins. 'of cople. ' This was a juſt ground of 
general den * more e eſpecially to the Prieſts, _ 
5 well for the Zeal which they might be ſuppo- 
fed to haye for the ſervice of God, which SSaldd 
not regularly be performed Without theſe things, 
as alſo that oo reaſon, hereof th y were. deprived & I 
all the ſuſtenance which God had a 
among the reſt of the 1 ; d 
to familh, while theſe Offering: 
the Houle 705 the. Li . ba 


1 A Petter” Kos. „ 
e under the Elo 6 


and 


/ 


Eden; but all behind them was become a . 2 


they did not only are, in the 
ties too, got over the walls, e the tops of 
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came to ene hy 1 
ED of what. 7 255 and d 
ull PE rehendedl farther, their 
g mo ate, their Granaries neg 
le&ed, their Kr run to Zn & as ſeeming to 
of no uſe to them, as neither havin nar. bis 
likely to have any thing to put "ao hm: | 
realgn why the ſeed came to be marred, Ng by 
WE - the great drouę ht and want of rai before | 

inted at, which 0 wither'd and ſhri A it up, 
that it Mb, all to husk, and had no virtue or 
moiſture left ro produce a blade ; or Elſe it was 
ſo poiſoned by the froth which the Locuſts left 
_ where behind them, that it came to nothing. 
34% Hz complains that 40 herds, of Cattle bag 
60 paſture, that the Rocks of Sheep were become deſa- 
fate, that "the flame had burnt up all the trees of the 
feld; that the rivers and all waters were 9 dried 
-up, that the Cattle had nothin g fo drink: that the 
Land before this vermin was Ane the Garden of 


Wilderneſs, and nothing had eſca J On, ; TM 
elds; by in i 


Houſes, and entered in at the windows : that it 


was in vain to oppoſe them with any weapon; 
_ when they fall upon the Sword, fays he, zhey ſhall not 


be wounded z, they are ſo light and nimble, that it 


Cannot hurt them. 


AL theſe things laid to ether. . ſet forch the 


umiverfal Calamity and Deſtruction Which "was 
cauſed by the invaſion of theſe Locuſts. The Pro- 


phet repreſents it as 0 horrible, that he makes all 


nature to be ſhockt at it, Chap. ii; ver. 10. Before 


them, fays he, ſhall the Earth quake, the Heavens 
alt tremble, the Sun aud the Moon foatt be dart, and 


the Stars ff withlraw their 225 Sk. Voran 


Word tells us 1822 are 


up ade en b wa ; 
pon. tel Toba by us 


15 
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ns 72 move 1 Heavens And ſha * 3 * 
der this S, 


but that theſe who labour u 


are ſo terrified With it, chat Heaven and Earth 
* to them to be confounded and throw- out 


of their places; and as for the lights of Heaven, 


they may well be ſuppoſed to = darkened by: 


the ſwarms of theſe Locufts; CY ir ha 2 8 8 Ko: hen 


they were ſent one of the Pl. 8 
for the trembling and anxiery = the People: eu 
this occaſion, the Prophet had before expre m 
_—_ 6. that all Faces ſhould guther blackneſs 3 words 
very ſignificant, as Well of the inward ſadneſs of - 
their learts, as of the outward: WEL face 
of things about them. 8 
Now the efficient and moving cause of theſe 
Creatures, which brought them upon the Land of 
Jewry, was the Wrath of God, who calls them his 
great Army, who ſent them. as One of his. ſore | 
Judgments upon Pharaoh, as I juſt nom noted 
and threatned to ſend them upon Nile own: People, 
in caſe they provoked him with their Sins. ;* 
"AND alors their Sins were the meritorious 
cauſe of this dreadful Viſitation; and the 2 
remove it, was to repent of them, by open on- 
feſſion and Acknowledgment of them, by a deep 
Humiliation and Sorrow for them, and by utterly 
'renouncing and forſaking them. This is the great 
reaſon of the Prophet's diſcourſe, and the main 
23 which he purſues through it. To this 
e gives out repeated Summons, both particy- 
lar and general; and very properly. begins with 
that ſort of men, who debauching upon the plen 
tiful encreaſe of the Earth, provoke God to de- 
ſtroy it by unſeaſonable Weather and noxious Ver- 
min. Awake ye Drunkards, ſays he, and weep, au 
bowl all ye drinkers of wine, becauſe of the new wine, 
ES it is cut of Fn your mouth, trom thoſe "which 
whic 
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under. 
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Berks 2 the Zee, of the Kale Fx perijbed. 

Hure ie Renee, and lament, theix: e own 
they had provoked God 

Gird-yourſelve ves and lament, 


wo y tonnes chem. 
ge Prieſts; boulz ye Miniſters of 1b Altar; come, 
he all night in Sackeloth, ye Miniſters of my God; 
fun the Meat-offering and the Drink-affering i is b. 
Bolten from the houſe of your Cod. 
Ax the next place he directs 3 bow to pra- 
Etiſe their Repentancez both as to; publick, Expreſ- 
on; and inward: Affection. Blow tbe Trumpet in 
Siot, ſanftifie-6 Tus, call a ſolemn; Aſſembly 5. ga! 
the People, ſanſtiße the Congrogatian,, 5 -the 
Alden, gatber the Children and theſe that fuck the 
| Breafts : let the'Bridegroom ga forth of his GChainber, 
and the Bride ant of her Cloſet." Les the-Priefts, the 
Ainifters of the: Lord, weep between the Porch and the 
Aar, and let them ſays Spare thy People, O Lord, 
end give not thine Heritage to reproach, #hat the Hea- 
ther ſhould rule over them; wherefore ſhould they. ſay © 
among the People, Where: is their God? To this if we 
add the ſubſtance of my Text, That we ſhould 
turn to the Lord with all our Heart, whenever 
we are chaſtiſed of him, and not put our truſt in 
other . for at 07A ee have _ the full 
-ſenſe meaning of the Whole Duty of Repent- 
ance; in the faithful performance whereof — 
juſtly 3 for a removal of the Evils we labour 
hus the Prophet encourages the cala- 


mitous People whom he here ſpeaks to, to comfort 
themſelves, veg 8 With * the 


gracious 


my 
And ye ſhall eat in Plenty, and be 
7 the name F the Lord your God; iat bath: dealt 


* 


apr s been | 


I. 7 Deer, 
Þ — . in e 
as in them n lies, 


Jy. put away. thoſe Sins Which pravok 
to: E We ſee that all the hol 1 : 
ts: 3 4 ther, B win 1 15 
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bab War, Pefiilence, Famine, Ac. 
p ng, or removed. When. 
Th | 


. Chas abveirys'a 6 
——— 'Perbap 


one fr —— — « Soler 
ligion, and loves to be importu 


united Supptications of his Church, whic he will 
not yield to a ſingle Petitioner:-- We be 
80 that we muſt ever carefully ddiegaild be- 
| tween. the nature of private and publick Duties. 
In the one caſe, we muſt retire into our Cloſets; 
in the other, we muſt g forth into the Congrega- 
tion. Private Mortifications we muſt conceal 
publick ones we muft own; and be as exemplary as 
we can in them, that we may both excite our own 
Teal, and raiſe an emulation in others to do like- 
wiſe: This is an incliſ enſable Duty in all true 
Merabers of. Chriſt's myſtical Body, z. the Laws of 
_ Chriſtian Fellowſhip bind them to unite; and joyn 
together in the ublick Worſhip, of God. They 
Who neglect to do this, 3 — to the 
= Lara and comfort ber one dd Mem: 
and by conſequence ought not to reputed Mem- 
bers 2 the ſame N + 
Ur the whole, we ſee the neceſſity of maintain- 
ing Communion with God, and reconciling our ſelves 
to him by acts of humble Devotion and Worſhip. We 
are taught by the Prophet, in the judgment here be- 
fore us, that if we are without the verge of God's Fa- 
vour and Protection, the moſt contemptible Vermin 
become as formidable as the ſtrongeſt Armies of Men, 
and eafily triumph over us, and dettroy us. Let us then 
be conſtant to the ſervice of God, and he will make 
up his Creatures GEN ng to us; let us — to 
, im 
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whow 
not Totthed 70 n 14 Te mention + 
> — King's eign, yet we may certain- 
i conclude, from ſeveral pa 
S that the Author lived in the days of 
fone of the later Kings of Judah, perhaps under 
5 Manaſſeh the Son of Heastiab, as ſome Interpreters 
conjecture from his cr g out and co co 5 of 
E - Vine, Injuſtice,an voi Oppreſſions which 
he ſaw with his own - and w eh abounded in 
a flagrant manner, under the Government of that 
wicked Ws Though others place him as 1 as 
; Zedekiab. 
Tus main ſubject of his Prophecy i is this. After 
he Hs ſet forth the deplorable ſtate of his Nation, 
by reaſon of their incorrigible Sins, he — 


— 8 
EN 


thi pagaaſt their nd, eee — 


quan whence it pp 
1 Chaldtancy #40" dürren and: baby. Navin 
2 pra. thes all over 2 
ales 9 ike e Walon, 3s 
 know'nd"Liw "bur: e h Hy; 4 
v Fruit Vie a: blafting Hinds: yours 1 tives. 
ni the Sum upon the Seaſhore 4 507 ſpall 12 yo 
Princes in Sus pour tafly trap; e 
„ e 24 you chint art impregnable! att 
having had::this> Revelation 
— , oy That hs! 8 be che * 
inte an holy Ae ee Vir With hint! about than 
Diebe 0 everlaſting. Coch ſays he, WMWhoeſt: 
Word is ncht Jas thy” Gify: thou haſt 
_ © given out ng Oracles by thy Prophets f 
„ld, Which are hot yet Tainted long us; and 
& ranſt thou cbüſüme us, that we ſhould he n 
more ED before tlicy' are actompliſhed?- 
© n * oF purer Exes than o n 


ag 


rho without cruple 
dev = |; ben * are — rightoous' alas 
«ſires, und prey upon them as freely aste 
i . who takes ks all chat does Tone : 
my they hate: un Merten af thy. 'Provi denc 
ute; their Sueceſꝭ to the PO ver and Wi 
5 =. their own falſe Gods. NE N "1 
1 2 do this Exp , which cloſes t 


= char by 2 — Mack —.— Cri che 4 
ſwer of God, and received it, with a CommH,ẽj e 


W. 


to write it upon Tables fo phin, that he g 
that reads-it, or ele tun it over, withat 
2 8 


were i end fach. Meta 2s the Prophet. 104 pre- 0 
| ſented them; and that therefore hen God had 
uſed them as Rods for the Ohaſtiſement of hie 
People, he would throw them into the Fire, and 
utterly conſume them. This Burden of the Baby- 
Jonian begins at the fifth, Verſe of this Chapter, 
| Becauſe he tranſgreſſeth by. Wine, and is proud 3 the 
Pride of Nebuchadnezzar,. and the Drankenaghs.o K 
his Grandſon Belſbazzar, are mentioned. in ſacre 
Writ as Occaſions: of their gr Mer 5 
firſt was turned into a Beaſt for glory 8 
mighty Babylon, as the Monument of; (Rx immenſe 
Riches: and Power. The other was delivered into 
the Hands of the. Medes and Perſians, in.a\Night 
of idolatrous Revels, when he was celebrating the 
Feſtival of his falſe Gods, and prophaning the ſa- 
cred Veſſels of Solomon's. Temple, with exceſſiye 
_ drinking. The low and ſhameful Condition into 
Which this Monarch ſhould fink; is deſeribed in 
dur eee 2 the Remarks which his conquered 
| kg op ptive ey; — — 5 on — "lh 
a taun rover im, ̃ 
e 10 hes tbe that which: is nat his 
— ladeth himſelf with thick Clay; that buildeth. a 
Town with Blood, — eſtabliſbeth a City hy Iniguity- 
I to bim that; giveth his Neighbour: drink, preſſing 
Bis Bottle upon big till he is drunten. Mo to him 
that ſaith 10 the wood, Awake ; ro rbe dumb Pont, 
Ariſe; invocating that which bath no. Breath, nor 
- Power to help it 3 Theſe are the Denun | 
tions of God's Judgments upon Babylon, Lor, her 
Pride and Emely, her Luxury and Idelatry. And 
this is an Anſwer to har pare art of Habakkut's Ex- 
poſtulation, why God punithed Iſrael by the Sword 
 of:the-ChalZeans ; It was not that he Malo: that 
Raps for oy e Foe: in them; for 15 
121 the 


— 


2 Fler for wery Verity x meaning chat all the Paing 
the Chaldean) took in enlarging and beaurifying 
their famous Babylon, ſhould be ſoon loſt in the, 
Flames which ſhould conſu | 


D 


appointed Time; ad though the Accompliſnment 


Ike the dawn 


wow „ | 
Lord . 6 that the Peo 


n 15 5 FR 
* 7 — 4 
4 nh 
* 
* % . 
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© the ery. Fire, or rather” Hal. lab our he: a ö | 


ne it, even as few x 
conſumed the Cities of Jedza, . As 

To the other Part of the Propher's Enqui y., 
How God would fulfil thoſe Promiſes to his Pegs 
ple, which were not yer accompliſhed, if he now: 

ve them over into Captivity; the Anſwer is, 
hat Viſion or Propheey dach its determinate and 


of it may ſeem tedious, yer in the end it will 
ſpeak and not lye; or it ll break forth at laſt 
Day after 2 N ight of Darkneſs,; 
and no more fail Men, than the Sun in running 
his Courſe : Therefore though it tarry, wait for it; 


nf is ei fru ene ig, and vill evcelenys 


beyond God's appointed time. And then follow. 


the Words of my Text; - Behold, bis Soul which. 


lifted 75 4 nor npright in him , but the Jul ſhall live- 


by his Faith "YE 3 


n which Words chere is 2 pacd feats of Ob 5 


* z- it- not being plain what they refer to, 


proud Babyl | 
tories, Wealrh, and large Empire, and imagining” 


ether we ſhould connect them with the före⸗ 
— or following Paſſages. As they ſtand in our 
preſent Tranſlation, they fall in moſt naturally 


wich what follows, and muſt be interpreted of the 
olan, who being exalted with his Vic- 


that no God was be vt to deliver People dut of 
his Hand, had i a Heart much too big ſor 
ene or rather 1 * up with vain: 
CRE N Conceir, | 


r J 1 8 
1 o * n © ” N % - 
* 1 - : : 
— PE oe FAY, 4 : a 5 50 
their riamp} 5 over 
* * 2 
. A : 
* 


g —3 W od e | pie 
the Armies of kee we he Kiel dorms of b Men, 
ee p one; and pulling down another z; and 
nſequenc s of this Faitl  harnbled"rhomſelves 
alone 5 de mer ia ung the 0 vomit} E- 
their afflicted Condition, and tb deliver _ 
our of it; and ſerioufly'rept rd68 their Vins; to 
| make way for fuch! Deliverance; ſuch wb | 
tives, 1 ey in reward of he Bart Farvived 
de Gpprotivr; aud were finally reſtored to heir 
den Sdp. Wire ogg dvr rene 
-T ws: 10 4 god Senſe in which _ may 
be interpreted; for it is very trut in all its Cir» 
camfſtances; and j e Algernon withthe next verſe, 
maki 8 part of the Oharacter: 6f i the: Babylonian 
Monat! Nes. rx 8 char his. Captives' were 
tha n OH, Nil MEL CY? . . 
IE RE is an antient Jewiſh Interpreter, who 
expounds this Verſe with reference to Zedekias 
and Jerhonias, two of the laſt Kings of Judah 
and his Comment is this; That Zelelia his Soul 
was ſo lifted up in him, as to gauſe him to rebel 
againſt the King of Babylon, contrary to the Oath 
of Fealty which he had fwornz e nd the Divine 
Admonitions given him by the Prophet Jerbmiab, 
and therefore he periſhed i his Rebellion: where- 
as Ferhonias, hear kening to the Word of the Pro- 
phet, and ſubmitting 'himſelf to Nebutha 
When he made War upon him, obtained his Life 
and Liberty, as the Reward of his\Obee ence and 
Fruſt in But this is not ſtrictiy true: For 
Jeboiacbhin, alias | Joroniah Who was Zetel e- 
deceſſor, 2. a' very Wicked Rt | 
| TT _ Hiſtory of 7 the Kings, 
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755 Wards. vary differons- 


Prophecy. 
. 2 therefor 4 40 at 


—. pe. is waganted by 5hs 
3 1 


amy park: — the 
ET om e mn 7 

YE o a variqus 18 ch © 8 
ee Wands en E 


flators to have been firhful, 1520 * 
this: alk. ute as Tound and . Ingee: 


"that it 5 N 


ler, That; it 15 fol 
Jo the Words thus-1 _ 


neged.. with the foregoing. Ve 
_ which x make this 


74 


= Eos, RG Cap 
this: Thar God has 
own hands, When he. will rrp all- Kis- Words, 
er n cr. can ul or be falſified: cher e 
our Du ely upon his V Prot of his we 
in the firm Perſu 
mies: Thar if any © ith | 
and reject any Adele of his: Word, esu i it is 
= yet — We ſhall fall under his heavy 
Diſpleaſure, and incur the Pains of Apoſtates and 
 Infidels 3- but that be who: endureth unto the End, 
Pall be ſaved. He that believeth God's Word ſo, 
as to walk worthy: of the great Things Which he 
has promiſed to do for him, thall' have his Faith . 
crowned with a Happy Accompliſhinent. ge 
T EIsõ is a very — Senſe, and worthy of the 
| Oricles of Do < ut it is ſtill fuller, if we render 
part of the third Verſe accordin £0 the Verſion of 
= LXX, and the quotation of St. Paul; though he 
zarry, wait for him; for he that cometh, ill come, 
and will not tarry beyond his appointed time; and 
== the Apoſtle underſtand them of the M 
den s often ſtyled He that cometh, or ſhould tous 
into t — 80 we hear the Jews enquiring 
of Fohn the Baptiſt, Matt. xi. Art thou be aha .ſbould 
come, or muſt we Took for another? So they ſung Ho- 


ire, nb the < Dvine 


2 nnah 70 bim that cometh in * Name f the "ng, 
FRN the Words thus explained, woe may raiſe 
ſevere uſeful Obſervations. ' / 


„Ws ſee the Method which God has taken 
in en to us Things to come. He has thought 
it ſufficient to reveal to us the Things * 
Without notifying the Time, generally {| eaking, 

when' they al be v9 and manifeſted: i. in 
the World.” I fay; generally 0 poking: For the 
1255 of the acce 12 pliſhment of ſome Fredictions 
4 was 


Mhoula carry cher inco Gapkinyy and tht fans 
Mond live to oh ki: End of it. — rhe. - 

were other Prop! egi eye which __ ed. up s 
to the W eng | 


J 10. 1 5 6 F, —— nh . 7 Miah 75 8 
4 0 of ths Divine Dif 


when wedisbelieveany Wordof God, oil 5 5 


the Completion of it falls not within the Time 
| which we had reckoned upon for the doing of it. 
Why ſhould the Wit of Man undertake to diſco- 
ver that which the Wiſdom of God has thought 
fit to conceal? Or why ſhould we think it would 
have been for our Advantage, to have known more 
of future C Occurrences, and the Time of their E- 
vents, than we do know? Since we find in | 
"Writ, that when the Time of People's Viſi ration 
has been preſignified to them, they have been 
2 the better for the Fore- knowledge of it. 
either the old World nor Sodom were the better 

for being told, by Moab and Lot, that the threat: 
ned Judgments would fall upon thoſe Men to 
whom they were denounced. ' But they were the 
ſame Men, and their Ways and Manners tho ſame 
40 the lalf, _ becauſe they duould not believe the tim 
of"; their Pi T7 itation, | 0 


i enn, eyen —— they: con 
ke M 1 


into vill. it — Us 
0 — — . — Fg Tinea ob Events, if 
e have. ga 4 news to bn every Word of 


8 340 Wm dean the Blechag w, hich, accompanie 
gur ſincere Belief and — — 
Word; he Juli ſball live by his Faith; 80. Nash and 
Lot eſcaped the Deſtruction which conſumed all 
he 8 about them, pecauſe they be- 
heved-the Warnings of God, an RD 
the Way which be — them. S0 in f 
3 —.— 5 the Prophor. b God, = — 21 
0 ts 0 
loved their Directions, had their Life for a Por- 
tion. The Pfalms and the Prophets abound wuh 
Acknowledgments of. this: 5's that 8 = | 
ihe Lord. "They are the Confeſſiens of ho 1 r 
who. by Sally, :xperience had tried the ard 62 
God, and found chat it always brought their Af- 
| fairs to a happy Iſſue, and upon-that account re- 
commend it to all others; as a means of Succeſs 
5 Safety, which will never ſail them 
By r this. is much more clearly, and without 
any ſhadow: of contradiction true, in reference to 
ſpiritual Things and a future State, that the Fuf 
Hall live by his Faith. For this Faith, as St. Pau! 
defines" its Hal. xi. it the Subftance of Things hoped 
Fo the — * nor e We can no 


-other- 


| obo theen ene them, ae 
owr Eyes e Ge, "our 


1 , — 35 — e. | i v5 


K — muſt of 
elievs: rh 55 Way 1:48 right, and hid 

| as valughle as he neproſonrs them to.bes 
2 if 0, gg all we eſcape, vb, 8 neglect them 1 
and why mould wie not dread thoſe: Puniſhments, 8 7 
which we- have o ual reaſon to believe are prepd⸗ | 
ted for Infidels? any man fay, that he wants 
e to believe them, if he admits God to B 
his own Word: for then ? rp [le an ker in- * 

fully 7 we had the a our own' Kyesz bY 
which indeed we cannot have in this earthly Ee 3 : 
* «irik 8 che Nad 5 10 can ſee wy” 


Mn oy of Bod and 

are ver 4 ſufficient; = the cauſe of our Arheiſm | 

and Infidelity, is not want af convineing Argu- 
6 ments of the Fruth of aur Sar but want oe 
a better Heart td receive the rines, and prace 

tiſe the Duties of it. That Pride and Self-coneeit . 
Which Habathyk: complains af in my Text, Has 

VIGO INA deltroyed IF 


LE pow either 3 Gol in al ON 1 g, 
together with thoſe whom the Apoſtle comp 
1% Hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs,. and Pile 
they have a Form of Gl want the Power, 
and: ferve their own Luſts and- Palais: more 
Z 
9 ce wou cit © men 

Their Integrity, and living by Faixh? Our Blefſed 
F Lord has foretold- the ſcarcity of ſuch men, ſay- 
ing, N ben the Foy of man f Bak. be find fond Faith 
on the Earth? F: Sas 

wen 6 is no Objection ag in the Ef acy 


the: Chriſtian Mini „or the itneſs ,of 
its 5 — to convert the Hearts of ſinful 
men. For we know that the main body 
kind have been Infidels under all | Religious Dif- 
nations; and the moſt Holy Frophety in the 
ewiſb Church have aſfured Us, that t gene- 
nerally found the Heart of man too obſti- 
nate, and carnal, to receive any g Impreſiions 
from their moſt-zealous Exhortations; and that it 
Was well if now and then a man was ſtruck and 
affected with their words, when they denounced 
the Judgments of God againſt _y Sins of their 
| times. 6 | 

- Tris o that the Hiſtor y.of. the Fall of 
Man i is no Fable. For as at firſt he entered into 
1 with the Devil, and transferred his 

ly na from God to him, ſo he ſtill is mani-' 


under the 2 of his Suggeſtions, and 
; COMMONLY 
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and they make: no? Provifie or t He zo fulfll*1he.. 
Tufts thereafy : 


F they live by ith: the can. 
3 : of God 0d Re e 


beirn den canner BE Aatisfie d, no. more 5 


N bodily Appetites without] meat and drink, 
12 came 75 n hn they duel here in 
Pil Tims upon "Earth. © 
H1s is the only true Life © Me men can 135 
an without it is but Dream and vain Imagination. 
To live. with the World's happy People ; to be 
al 9 rioting upon the pleaſures of Senſe, always 
feedin upon luxurious ttertainthents, and run- 
18 after variet) 2h ſhows and diverſions with rhe 
Volu prooiis, * 45 7 me up Riches, and adding 
houſe to h to field, with the Cove- 
tous; or ule a bs lifts of Contention with the 
Ambitious for the honours-and preferments of the 
World; what is all this, bur enſlaying the Spirit 
to the Fleſh, and laying 4 foundation of Haf ppt” L 
neſs in the waves of this troubleſome World. 4 
ip SRO Pare. of a tranſi tory, Wea, x 
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| ppringe Like 


ry Officers, 1551 * iſtrates of 


Domeſticks, 
all forts, as pro © Helps for the Cond > of their 
__ =Governmen ut that Emperor's wor 4 


ever is os 73 it, is rendred Wert 
the Proverbs of this "Wiſeſt of E 
— 251 us, which plenvifully furniſh as 
ums of Piety, Prudence and Virty oy in 1 a 
| and conditions of Life Aer. W 
TE Foundation which he lays of d true wil © 
dom, 7. e. of acting prudently and for the beſt in 
all Affairs, is the, knowledge" and fear of oo. And 
how ſhall men come to be endued with this Know. 
ledge and this fear? Why, by diligent ſearch and 
ſtudy in the Divine Wridgder” Fos the Lord giveth 
+ i Jap out of his mouth proceedeth Knowledge and 
Underſtanding. Of which words we may ſay as the 
Diſciples ſaid to Chriſt, here be ſpeaks plainly and 
without 4 Proverb z there is no ri 2 or myſtery 
in them; but they contain theſe two plain e : 
I. THAT God is the only Fountain of all true 
Wiſdom : 1 
II. Tua r the only Wa) Which we have t to 
draw Wiſdom out 23 1 15 by 57 Mr 


222 Beings moſt polite to him, vn wit 
vicked and reprobate yr eh SK. Sucks: were: 
Oracles and Gods of the Gentiles, which : 
ſeſt men among them, not excepting & 6 im 
ſelf, — — to learn of them how to Lt . 
and manage their moſt we 


titudes People there are in the World at +} 


day, Who have a mann of the wa. 


of theſe Spirits. ieee eee 


Bu 1 this their Opinion, 1 common ſoever, op 


is a groſa miſtake z and the miſtake! ariſes: 


not maintain his Character, 


5 wichour our doing always that which is juſt and right. 
his own. PDivaſiine,” Honour, and 
purſue them only in ſubordi- 


| Prost, but 2 muſt p 

nation tothe Laws of Piety and Virtue. He may 
love himſelf; but he mult like wiſe love his Neigh+ 
bour as himſelf. He muſt not be ſo fond of any 
good thing, as to obtain it by the Arts of Fraud 


_ Circumvention. He can ſee the ways of thri- 


in the World, as well as other men, but his 


8 Alem will not permit him to make uſe of any 
means but ſuch. as are fair and honeſt. In ſhort, 
a Wiſe man is vigilant, active, prudent, dextrous 


in ipyt out all Advantages to benefit himſelf and 


his riends but no- body ſhall ever be able to 


him, that as l bing can be a real Be- 
Hs or.the part of a wiſe; Man or a true Friend, 


as. is diligent to improve in any uſeful knowledge 
18 P | 


ale al un and Abi- 
Vor. 1 II. 


with N enten 


ighty Affairs. And mul- 


their confounding the Notions of wiſdom and craft, 
2 , together, and taking them for one and 
he thi ys whereas they are widely, different. 
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ade aims al-. e ae 
will. tin the pati of Nightooſhals,: if has 
leads kita moſt direct and eaſy to it For he has no 
* {| the Truth for its o. n fake; hen 
i of. his ſide he makes great Q tation 

| eg ah# no man pleads more for it, and exclaims 
et the wickednels of rheſe-who»would, 
— it, whenever any 1 ke to be done 
ten himſelftr. But when the Mee iR on the oppo- 


ue side, tlwugh he ſees it never forplainly, yet 
which, as 


being immoveable in his firſt Principle, 
LThavejuſt noted, is to gain his end by amg means 
whatever, he firſt beſpatters this adverſary Truth 
wilh all imaginable — — to render it odi- 
om to the Spectators ; and then ſtrikes at it ſuri- 
buſly in this Diſguiſe; to malte it fall before his 
au cauſe, which he paints wirh all the colours | 
of Sinberity and Honeſty, and proſecutes with 
ſo much Teal, that whatever diſcoyeries others 
may make, he may have this chance leſt to ſalve 
his Reputation at laſt, chat he may pale! on an 
1 though miſtaken man. 
Ax D herein confilts: the great Meng | of cun- 
ning and crafty People, to be ahle to a Their p apa | 
. and play the Hypocrites ſd wel 
to paſs in the World for lovers of the Troth, | 
Which they are . e deſtroying 3 and after 
all the il thing they have done, to deem to be 
Honeſt good — 1. ée. to carry an appeatance” of 
bving by rules, while they are under n reſtraints, 
but Hake it their -whole" buſineſs to ſerve their 
9 Intereſtsꝭ _— oratifie their N 
25 0 44 H E 


5 ning dan, a rely ths ras 
| be-thorobg 
Man counts ede th the-th 


tt x ſevaples:mnt tos helg um 5 Rex ED — 
falſehood: and wrong: de one Would rather ſuffer 
injuries than da them the other: would father do 
them to all e e ſuffer them tobe one 
Himel! ene 1 
44 Noe w:$0 apply: abli/”s ee Ft «nd 
judge of the:Gapacity fevil Spirits by theſe Rules: 
of their -ponimerce. with the dard has been always 
under the character of ſubtile and crafty Beings =, 
— Qragles: have delive everal | Maxims: af 
; 7 CxQOM els,/ not foggthe love of them, 
7 aſe ra thenmſelves the Reputation 
of of diving dene and chat they mig ht afterwards 
: eaſily impoſe evil [wr es 3 oſe who 
chains chem, and ba obeyed when they recom- 
mended to them ſinful Practices as their bounden 
Duty, and thaſe v Ways for theit gafety which brought _ 


them to ion; which was the notorious oon. 
ſequence and-Nue of many of their Oracles. 


Ay this confirms the concluſion which we had 

down at fixſt, That God Yone: is the Fe ounrain of 
—_— Wiſdom. 
Amo: that which Fe a nent place Nene r 
this; conveying and communicating this Wiſdom to 
Men, is the Word of God; for aut of his mouth 
procerdeth. knowledge and underſtanding. 

W-z cannot Web. play and ſer forth the 
grounds vf this Aſſertion, 'haw: facred: Writ comes 
to be che ſtorehouſe of true Wiſdom, without an- 
ſwering two or three C Wem, Which bin ariſe 
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called the W Jod, 2 
5 Wiſdom, Jin Fac l rules a8, pw Gaby 
Pappas. For this ig the — — thick: 


9 0 naturally aſpire,” and whatever" will ndt help 


attain it,; does not deſerve the name uf 2 of Fg a. 
For though che ſentenre of the 'old> Roman Poet 
_ Enniusg which is to chis effect, that the wit Man has 
learnei his Leſſons td ſinull purpoſe, aui cannot ſerve 
1 28 of his Wiſdom, uy ſeem to ſavour oftoomuch 
| Selt-loves! yer may it be conſtrued to a _ honeſt 
Senſe; that a wiſe Manlin all his ſtudies a conduct 
of Eite, will have his own' ultimate 
view, and reſtue himſelf by his Sagacity; 
Hardſhips and Suffeyi g, a8 as K 
Now the wiſe. Mengof the 8 to 
this very end; nay p rofeſss! At Elf concerns 
—— oral Affairs, are intended as well to ren- 
der their own lives commodious and euſie, as to do 
in che age and place where they live? But moſt 
of the W. orlds $ ha py Men do not govern their Acti- 
ons by the Laws of oly:Scripture' on weve 
they look: upon theſe e to be impeciments to 
their temporal Happineſs. 80 chat there is a confeſt 
contrariety between ſecular and ſacred Wiſdom. 
TEE facred Penman calls the M iſlom of _ 
7 ooliſhneſs with God; and the World's happy M 
e and rejects Scripture Poliricks, as 2 
him impracticable rules for the conduct of his 
1 A S. How then can thoſe Books which are ſty- 
led the divine Word, contain ſueh wiſe e N N 
as lead Men to. Happineſs Pe: i: 1 | 
I anſwer, 1, Or Aecular \ riſdoms that Rl a 
vulgar Error, that thoſe who fellow the ways and 
faſhions of the World, are truly happy, even in 
this Life. Poſſibly ſome few there ate, or have 
5 a whom the Multitude and promiſcuous * 
| 4, os 9 | e 
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See ſoreething ird han, Wed rar 0 
6 A d uhogver among us are capable of maling '- > 
Juſt ſenrat ating Kt 8 hereof by! their 


nee of he * b 0 ade Her in the operations 
f a pious andyvirtuous Bou, Than in che Aeqnifttt. 
on or Poſſeſſion of abundance of good things I will | 
venture to appeal to the Doctrine of Epicurus him- 
the-. eputed Father of thoſę who place” their | 
in ſenſual Enjoyments, that it conſiſts nei- 
cher in the profuſions of the Prodigal, nor by ab- 
ſtinence of the Miſer; but 1527 ſober, moderate, 
and virtuous uſe of agreeable Pleaſures; which ve- 
ry few have either the ability or the diſcretion tole- 
rably to enjoy; e the World's happy 
Men, who live without the Eaws of divine Wiſdom, ,, 
e, en opinpOgþ e Seb, yery hard _ 
to be found. e e rea art es Se 2 
0 be happys, who governs 19 55 by the dire * 
ons of the word, of God, becauſe ab 75 teaches: bim 
to poſſeſs his Soul in Patience, and be content M [A 
every ſtate. and condition of Life; ag, t 
Soc, 1 ſe e het obeys, 8 will ad YI 
Hun int e nght, way, and grant him à happy Iuue 
out of (AY, Aden. And. ſurely he Thos 
7 Hin: @ dependence pon any perſon, or thing for. 
bis ſuccour, as upon him who by his Power made 
every Creature, and by his Providence, continual- - 
17 e them. Hen Lord and Piſpen- 
certainly our-beſt I director 1 
in the way to it. 1 Atl gther lights are dot = 
: OED EIT to the Sun, The wiſeſt ay ings 3 
uf TIS; 1 are but OI ee has... 


of. Happincls,,, 
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: 2 


tlie Objeckions of Atheifts,' Libe 


ade ihes) the young — a8 Libertine 1 1 1 ; F, 
the midſt of all 


5 tra agandies. This is a clear ſupp: ſition 
States ahdit fully juſtifies the preference which we 
4 ave” before to wen Wiſdom of acting uprightiy 


che dark arts of Fraud and Hy; pocriſie- Forifany 
Man Will ask me, hoW I p 80 e that it deſerves the 
name of Wiſdom, and is really for our advantage, 
to live a agree e to the Laws of God; 1 anſwer, 
tis evident fro 5 hence, thar this' Legiſlator will 
nie us from the Dead, el Judge * and reward 
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of Piety and Virtue; as What will mat effectually 


veonduc to out preſent Welfare; let the chances 


and kccittents of dur Condition be Wit chey will. 
Such was the Perſuaſten of this beſt df Politicians 


andPhiloſophers; which he lays for hib Foundation, 
and bravely maintains it all along 5 — 25 ofes all 


lings 15 the contrary! whom he Grands i9Fools and 
Madmen, for preten Jing es find out uny other Hap- 

pineſs, but What is in the ways of Religion and 

irtue,” This is a higk dommendation of his ſacred 
Mixims, that they are moſt bericfieHth; both for-pub- 
lick Government and private Lite, Without rel peck 
had to any thing hereafter. - - Nas 
u! Hewerer, if he has not drawn che Cuttam here 
between temporal and eternal things, he does * 
very plainly in the next he ly. 


Jollity, h God q one 


bring him into Fudgment for B lavwieſ Rallies: and Ex- 


as in the fight” of God, above a 


Sf os 


and e der wicked, 1 that w. -þ nl: 
external things; — hs fo L 
this Wiſdom will beat the great day I 
ment and Retribution, to which he ln 
awlien' we thall fee waſlly e 


tenus an ie cbicted, of him 
ms —— not. And 


it,, e 3 er: hich will ſecure to 
us to t 

eek ho we 20 wiſely: and for our btal Intereſtj by 
| the divine Law in all Circumſftances mt 
ht hem. When they arc For: our temporab;Ady: T7h Fe. 


as many times they: are, but even wheniwe:camort = 


obey, without being ſtripptd of all rhav/we thaye, 
and deptived of life it ſelf on the accu df our 
allegiance to God. 


the Wen . World. for not facrificing a go 

Conſcience to preſent Gain, 
venly. Inheritance for cheſe tranſitory 

O the other een the fubtle Hl Hy ypocrns who 

| thinks himſelf very wiſe, and values ſel 

his great Parts _ Abilities; if he does rai ny ac. 

compliſh his unjufl Deſigns, and at the ſame time 


F . * 


5 aue, Nienlon fer 
jays and comforts; of iv. With this re- 


ä At ſuch a juncture we are moſt 
y-wiſe, when wecanimmoyeably hear our ſelves 
ainſt, and upbraided wich ſtupidity by 


e — 1 * 


een i en) Ars f was i bear 3 
7 1 


che 


* — 


ſe he lets che Since — ow 
chile he Kh g-orhers' of a little Money, or 


anlawful 2 — he cheats himfelf of bis 
vation, and ſells his Sbul fbr a Pittance 
8 REY Le e Luere. 1 ly 


. 155 es 1 05 chat od; yarns ar — 

r 1 5 and — Judgment he + ſhall eee 

| all moſt ſecret Sins. dne ETAL} 
HEN — we. ſee what, Reaſon- Colmes had to 

3x none the Character of wiſe Men, but fuch 
as fear Gud; "i freely to beſtow the Name of 
wa be all thoſe Who reject his en and 

be obedient to his Commands. 

7 xd. 8 s we have ſhown how Gods the. only | 
n true Wiſdom, and that his Word 1s 
the: only means of communicating it to us. 

Tunis ſhonld make us all ready and willing to 
r in his Word, and diligentl to apply it 
to the Government of our Lives. For as we can 

not pr dat, unleſs we know it; ſo our know - 
ing it will avail us nothing, except we be doers od 

But if we will believe this great Maſter of 

wine Science, we can neither know it, nor do 
it i. effe@ually, except we peruſe it with good At- 
tention, and pray  carneſtly; for Grace to improve 
init Ton muſt, ſays he, iucline thine Zar to Mi 
dom, and apply thy Heart to Underſtanding z- 1 4 
ter Knowledge, and lifting up thy Voice for it; ſeeking 
it as Silver, and ſcarching for it as for hid Treaſures : . 
So ſpalt thou underſtand. the Fear of | the: Lord, and 
find the Knowledge of God. By which Words we 
mutt -conchide, that it is no ſuch eaſy matter as 
beet imgeine, to 5 n Maſters of hear 
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0 Bay oper er, -befo: 
Reliſh and-Notion of it, 4b 
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1 IxpR =D. it ought to be . acc. . 
1 "Difficulties, and not o he”; 11] 2 41 { 
much Pains. But then the Arrainment of x 


Well xewards | ore. 2 f 2 
eſp 3 
to the Sanctiscktion = our ps and raiſes t ; 
to a nearer Communion with God fg 1 
ſpiritual Things. And it is a farther g 4 
why we ſhould be much converſant with the fa 3 
CIC "Writ itings, becauſe they Or c 5 contain e 43 
Words of eternal Life. Other Maſters can inſtri — 9 
us in the Arts and Sciences which concern the 3 
preſent Life, but the ſacred Penmen alone are able | 
* make us wiſe unto Salvation... . — 
Lr ys then. take the royal Preachers Word © 
Bp) jt, that this Science of Divine Wiſdom-requires * 
very intenſe and ſerious Application of Mind, 3 
thoroughly to apprehend it. Or if we are not - = 
ſufficientiy moved by his Authority, let us hear 4 

greater than Solomon, even the Son of God 8 I 

_ ſelf, who not in one, but a great many Paſſages Nj 
of his Goſpel, calls for diligent Piſciples both td 
hear his Will and to do it. Of which Numb | 
through” his Grace 1 
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Nane, 487 tle of King Solomon's political 
| Manirae,: an excellent Remark on the 
> Cauſes of the flouriſhing or ruin 
8 * Nation br Bocirey di Men. 
wely chis King wWas admi- 
Bede ſachObſervations, as havi 
kk y beſought God, at the g of h 
Reign, to give him a wile and under anding Heart, 
for this very Purpoſe, that he might be copretin of 
adminiſtring his Government in the beſt manner; 
and God fully granted his Betition. 

Ap his own thorough Knowledge of. the 
World had informed him, that publick Ha appr 
neſs, according to common Eſtimation, confi 


2, a generpl good Health, and Peace, and Plenty of 
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* Things 6 are; uſe ot lan But 

i 3 of IS ng” more n 
fs To che die ditfereny Morde e 
Jenpares"rhe publiek Proſperity or Misfortunts. 
 By'the Blaſin ng, of the" uprig — the City is exalted RG 
i ic buerthrown bythe Mouth of the wictel. 

21 BY the 7 h He 85 We ate to under Gund, 
Men. of ſufficient Abilities for the'Statiotis'whic 

hey fill. 8 . iety and Reſohationenough te dif- 
— Duties s of their Places.” For inftance, 


en keen, 05 now's h | himſelf as" the - 


* 1, in all his C nduct, an Eye to cheir 
See 5 And "knowing > how prove Children art 
ro tranſcribe their Purefits Manners into their own 
Practice, be is very eue to ſet them a fair Copy 
of Piety and Virtue in his own Example. Andes. 
A wiſe and affe&ionate Father of a riyate Family, 
Will not, if he knows it, take ſuch wicked Ser- 
vants into his Houſe, nor, when he ſends his 
Children abroad, place them under the Govern- 
it of ſuch People, as are likely to corrup t their 
Morals, or abuſe chem in their juſt Rights and 
Phivileges: S0 a goed and gracious Divine; finct 
he cannot be every where in Perſon, will be care- 
ful, without Favôur or Aﬀettion, to ſet ſuch Ma- 
Pp rates oer his People, a5 Are: Me fearing God, 
and hating Iniquity, and will honeſtly ſtudy” to 
T Ferrer hem #* dann; Peace, and Godlineſß, ii e 
to promote both TRE temporal and eternal Feli- 
city; and will certainly remove thoſe whom he 
Dee plainly diſcovers co be otherwiſe. And th 


much of the e general Spring of Proſperity as it 
diffuſes it {ef over a whole Nations i in the Care 


: ſupreme: Governour- 8 | 
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4% | ed his Word, and employ ed che [al 'S Which 


we Bo * ae it bas þ Fa AY wel, 
Wich us; chat particular Cities and e 
Men have the Election of * own 83 
atleaſt ſeveral of them, 
gnly-with them well ; chereßore " gives them 
Anis good . If yet gens Canons 2 
& the: welfare of your Community, endeavour̃ to 
7 prefer ſuch: Men to the chiet Places in- it, as 
IT nat only profeſs themſelves well affected to the 
7 :Worthip of Gods but are known and ſcen duly 
and conſcientiouſiy tojattrend;upph it, living and 
_ 4-afting as in his Preſence, and as thoſe who mut 
| 45016; ay anſwer it to him, how they have 7 75 


© he has given them, to he e and the Bege 
c fit and Comfort of his People. Such * 
s theſe will derive a Bleſſing both upon themſelyes, 
© and the place where they, live: By their Righte- 
1 anfneſs a Grey 1 be exalted, -* c that Wen, 
ways, * 3 r 
4 . WA EN. | righteous! Magiſtrates are in Au- 
thority, good Laws arc enacted, and impartially 
adminittred; Virtue meets with its Encoura 4 
ments, and Vice with its due Reftraints and 
piſhments...: For ſuch Magiſtrates have no — 4 
of their own, to take them aſhamed or afraid to 
ih them in other Offenders: No corrupt At 
| — a or ſelſiſn Views, to incline them to give 
a wrong Sentence in Judgment ; to reject a virtuous 
and worthy Perſon, when he ſues to them for ar 
Preſerment, and to confer it upon ſome Wicked, 
worthleſs Wretch, only becauſe he or his Friends 
are more able to remunerate. This Conſideration, 
alas! often prevails, for the Suffrage of a Man in 
Power, that by ſerving the Party recommen ed to 
bim, he ſhall have his own turn ſerved another 
time. But if ſuch Party be much worſe: qualified 


er others ho ſue for the fame rate : 


does an Act which diſcour:; 
ryy e Deſigus 


Wills of ſuch as Baue ab 7 


the Goc of Truth aug Juſtices hg. 
Goals Virtues exerciſed in the Earth, and ia 


where he ſees them neglected. But when! 
Laws are juſtly executed, 
ors rightly ap ed, and good and bad Men diſtin- 
guiſhed by proper Rewa 

and Man are pleaſed with = Adrainiſtrations, an- 
confent to” — the” Places Tun. -they are ex- 
erciſed. AS: Me . FH . A 
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of God, muſt needs contribute very much to the 
apf ineſs of the Place where they liye. Becauſe 
frequent Exerciſe of devout Prayers, and | 


Preaching;' and Adminiſtration of che Sacraments, 
and other Acts of ſpiritual and holy C Converſation, 
bc reconcile God to Men, and at the ſame time 
the Hearts of ſome Men at leaſt to the Love 


. - Hap ineſs, are ſatisfied that it confiſts in our 
; lotions and exalted Contemplations of the 
Diving Majeſty 3/ and that every clearer Manifeſta- 
tion of him to our Souls, make: an Addition 0 
our ſpiritual Comfort; that to gloriſy, praiſe, 

honour him, is our beft Employment und mold de- 


ſirable Life. And therefore thoſe who propagate 


the Knowledge of God, and excite Men to — 
rify him, muſt in reaſon be eſteemed the Inſtru · 


ments of Men's Felicity. The World, as bad as 
it is, has ever ſo eſteemed them, and diſputes not 


the Truth of that ſacred Oracle: which becker 
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— ame of God rich his Month, 
—̃ ̃ — him in all hid Ways attending 
en the Exerciſe of his Worſhip whenever le bas 


—— — — of (God's 
IX 3 21 Af-he be true anũ juſt in all his 
Dealings, ficent aceording do his Ability, 


fober and tomperate in, his- Plæaſurts, meck and 
merciful in his Treatment of others: 1. ſhort, if 
ke have ſo mich of à publicle Spirit, and Principle 


Neighbours 
Proſperity. 


46 Wall as his Gun, and-be ready upon 
all reaſonable Occafions to do good Offices td o- 
thers, as he would be glad they roy do for him 
n ſuch =_ 55 775 : as this, is a 
od Member of any civilized Community; 
And Men of this Character did but out- number 
2 contrary ſort, in all the trading Parts of our 
Nation, then every Torn, City, and Society ar 
mong us, would ſoon be in- a very comfortable 
and. flouriſhing Condition. Such Righteouſneſs 
would eſtabliſh our Foundations, . and' mingle Bleſ- 
fings with all our Goods and Riche. 
ho nn 3 Branch af 


s out the Cauſe of à con: 
That ity is overthraun and 
to De "by the Mouth — the: —— 
And this 60s happees in all the a eme | 
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I. Ar the-'Tribunals .of Juſtice, inverxdlle of 
right and wrong, an unjuſt "ff han . pro · 

ceeded from the mouth of a partial Judge," a 
corrupt Jury, or: a falſe Witneſs. - A written Law 
= fomerimes | put rn the wrack, till it ſpeaks 


the 


N 972 who: bow abt 
very diffevcnt Ffrom-the'in intent 
e And though the 
to ſpeak its natura and ne 
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—— to ha pack. Truth, do 
tingly ſubject themſebves to oe offefs of 8545 
diſpleaſure when they: ſwear falſely. So that t 
arm the avenging hand: af Divine Juſtice: again 
— and carry a Qurſe with Thera. where- ever 
the go. And they are farthar general Enemies 
to mankind, in chat they defeat anon | 
xhe laſt reſort that he 1 in chis wk make 
the juſtice: of his cauſe 2 entiines 
murder him by: an-wjuſt e 
whole F e g them ofall their Goods 
and Poſſeſſiom. They turn 9 edge of that Sword 
againſt all ſorts indifferently, which was deſigned 
for a terror to none hut — : And this may 
ſuſſice to ſhenibowdieferultive, rhe mouth of: the 
wicked is to a Community, * rug 4 
current of Juſtice and Judgment. £1 hgt / 
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Pp. of Sacred Writ, Which was ritten for 
— 8 Salvarion, but — evo; has been wreſted to 
his: Deſti and made à Warrant for his co "= 
mitting ſome Sin. How miſchievous muſithis 
de to any City or Society; when the Members 
92 taught to elaſn Wich one another upon 
Principles of Conſcience, and hold the truth of God 
* #nrighteouſneſs.” Pure Religion is certainly the 
beſt Cement of civil Society, as mi 
being the duties of Unity, Pence, and Love a- 
mong Religion 1 in the Doc- 
trines of Faith or Practice, carries with it the Seeds 
_ ef endleſs ſtrife and contention, and minifters oc- 
eaſion to continual debates and animoſities. This 
prop the Bread of life into a; Serpent or 4; Scor- 
pion. othing can tend more to difſolve the 


dur "Chriſtian World ir has been long ce” 
III. IN. che Aa Aﬀaire . Tranſactions of 
inna Life, the — of the wicked does much 
towards the deſtroying the Publick good. Con- 
ſider the Blaſphemies and Execrations which are 
daily vemed by all ſorts of People among us, and 
woc that our land is not Wok ſince ſwallowed 

up of the Sea, or conſumed by fire from Heaven. 
3 Aer that this is an drgament that-God doe nor 
bear nor regard What paſſes in the World: fat 
from it ; his wrath; has evidently been revea 
from Heaven againſt all Iniquity and Impiety. 
Nas here is not a reigning: Crime in this or che for- 
| mer 
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"all .who_ faw: 5 0 might t. la ay, This hath God 
Me, And _ Perceive, very well that is was bis work. 
But hb s general method with. Thele' Miſcreants' 18, 
Patience, 420 and Long-ſuffering, not 
 *avilling that, any ſhould periſh HA that all ſhout 7 col 1 
zo. 95 epentance.... 25K hough, he does, not in- | 


Jet 1253 Im mpiet I 1 Is 15 immediate Pu miſpmem | 
i 1 the place here it is committed; It reproacl es 

the 8 as a company of Atheiſts, "who 
an endure that the Deity, ſhould be thus inſult- 
. | ON them. Ir 3 IT moſt: Ta 
ting and offenfiye to dhe ears of pious” Ferlons, 
Who abhor ſuch Wretches as the common Ene⸗ 
mies of God and all Goodneſs, It gives them an 
idea of tlie infernal Regions, Where ragin Blaſ- 
phemy reigns N It' certainly withholds 
Ran divine Bleſſi from ſuch” at 


'M 's | 1 an nee 
ö crew: 4 The Spirit of, hd is gradually reſtrained, 

nd fins nally withdrawn from them. The Loet | 
ure loſe. their” taſte, and even the beams of 
th row languid, and are much impaired in 
7 deir Sinnen upon ſu ch accurſed g ground.” nd 
'" Bx$1DEs,. there is a canker in 2 Commerce, 

4 Jep roſie 1 KK the goods of *a People devoted by 
0 t elf 9 5 ies and Execrations to the t pal den = 

EA ö hits. For can any thing of bl 

upon thoſe, hoſe delight and pleaſure is j 
Suppoſe they reſort ſomerirhes 


Cart no and Lies 
to 28 Houſe ol Prayer, what can their Prayers 
avail, if they may be ſaid to pray at all, w boſe 
Zongues in the. genefal are ſet on fire of Hell, "as "If, 
| "James ſpeaks? So then, To many Prayers are want- 
ing to implore the Mercies of God upon the Ci- 
"ty, and ſo many affronts and defiances are added, 
to e ert ir Powers of Heaven from the ro- 
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Fei or Fam „ who 10 Flt ne HI. pe 
houſe to Robbers, nor permit his bor jeks to 
- converſe with thoſe Who are ink St 71th 
Peſtilence? And ſuch is eve 
City and Society where he d wells. Fe r 

of the Mercies of God; he 8 the 0 
df 2 Curle into their Habitaribns. I have vften 
wondered that the conſiderate anc 1 governing part 
of mankind, ſhould be ſo negligent of their own 
ſecurity, and To eaſie to partake” oF other mens 
fins, as to ſuffer their dependents and inferior to 


the judgments of God, for” want of © Sphtic to 


exert their Zeal for his "Gloz r 

tioners of his juſt ven cance in EN res ing . 
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claim, as he has done 1 his wo 
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„ Whateret 8 1 the jr — Merce; | en 
may draw in their own i dhe, tis =» 
no diminution of the Goodneſs' of God, but ra- 
ther a vindication of his Truth and Juſtice, A 
in Epidemic corruption he will not ſpare, but vi- 
_ fits 1 Enormities with publick Scourges. _ 
E have clearly. = the. different effe ; 
Difobedience to the divine 
from Truth reſults Proſperity, 
od and Impiety the worſt of 
>-oUTL 3 but to all our 


our Obedience or 
Commands: IL 


ſhall delight in ale Kal — 

- and be; vigilant to rm, 'or at leaſt ſtop 2 5 | 
mouth of the wicked. ws not. * involve un 
in the guilt of their fins, and carry us away with 
the notion of a falſe modeſty or civility to con- 
nive at thoſe diſhonours of God, which it is our 
place and buſineſs to correct. By uch 
we betray our want of diſcretion, in the grea 


diſſervice to the Offenders, to ourſelves, CH * . $2 


= that are about us; we ſuffer fins to grow 
them, and to pull down: the Judgments of 

od upon their nd our own heads; Sc ma- 
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RY « one 5 uſtit 
5 1 firſt hearing: of it, 
10 be an excellent Fule of ty in eve 
ry ſtag Condition of 15 e. The 
Tas eg 7 Manners of Men are not formed ſo much. : 
vo Nature, ure, as by Society and Converſation. Our. 
W our conſtitution is the ſoil which is 
productive of Virtue or Vice. The temperament 
op the Body, and the inclinations of the Mind, 
are What we commonly deriye from our Parents; 
and yet the 8 of education is often ſeen in this, 3 
that. thoſe. who 'moſt reſemble their Parents i 10 cs. 
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Features and Diſpoſitions, are by, uſe and cuſtom. 
d | o very ifferent ſentiments and ways ofs 
ſhort,” that ſort of People who. are moſt. A 
| R 5 cf 
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| — that a 121 choice e 0 Pe 
ſhall be 2 to — near and _ wx or 
With * ally in rowin an nt 
of Li "Tho he that e "wiſe % Men, all 
Se HY a 4 companion "of Fools ſhall, be Ache. 
Wo w to walk with wiſe Men, is to converſe. 
with, them, and gwe Attgntio to their ic nſtrnctions 
_ whether living Hi dead. But how can we 3-2 
verſe with the Dead? even by their Books which 
the V have written and left behind them. And this 
makes my y Text a very] racticable Rue: for perhaps | 
it would be difficult for the y — — 
place to meet withzz proper Sa 
ty, age, or im 1 TT adr 
fret asceſs to him up. n al 0ccaſior 
help of god Books of an ęaſie 


meaneff Of us, who has leaſt acquaintance: in the 


jt. them: to have, 
But by the 


World, fl 1 r had more, wants proper times 
afid Tall o ctiltivate it, may at bis own leiſure 
hours Rot and converſt with the very wiſeſt and 


belt Men kit erer Hed upon Earth, By the help 
of Sicret 1 955 8 familiar acquaint- 
ell ee ith 1 1070 Sage, the Author of 
my Text, but alfs' Wan 155 ant rhe Prophets, 
with CGR and his Apofttes, who being all depai 
et Gilt of this Lite, . Vet ba inte to peak to us by 

thelt Written Sermefs and Diſcourſes, as . 
they tht ro the People of their 6wn ities.” 80 that 
there 1s o rieceffity, Maxim of Faith or Manners 
which they eyer uttered; but what WE have the be- 
nefit of by this way of "Conveyariee3 ard if we do 
Dutt apply vir Hea tg'the learning of them, and 
re 8 our lives by these — we wy oy 
1 * " "4; ly 
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elyes to the di 
chem, and thew us the way how dosen chem. It 
very rarely. happens, that 5 Fo ron is ſo happy is to, 
be {elf-z; ght. to ear or Science with! N 
the aſſiſfance of a 9 Beg 7 Even though he 
the ule of Books, he i is many. Hes. ata, 0185 
Explanation of ſeveral paſſhges-gn them. 


2 t often underſt 
adeth, except he hav J ſome. Man: to 1 7 
ha, < Iona 5 the great dignity of ſuch 4 
art of 0 human Learning 
2 ag: ply valuh e. for. the ſervice they do 
e exerciſe of their mn Talent, but li 1 * 
fon their dexterity in communicari it, anc 39.05 
_ tiplying it in che Hands of others, ſo as to ef 4 
many Sons of the like uſeful 8 i that 
uallteth zvilh wiſe, Men, ſhall be wiſe. 
BUT a Companion of Foals ſhall bs deſtroped. This 
| js oppoſed to the former — of the Text, ac- 
oe. cording 
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pan api ed Men 1250 Fook, E hoon: 
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round -of - this. conſequenee is the fame as 3 8 
Fhat he Members of any Society aft by e 3 | 
2 aeg partake of one andther's Manner. 
v4 A*. 18 well known, t at in this Book of Prover 8. 

the word Folly commonly denotes all kind of Wick- 
e which is indeed the greateſt Folly, as na- 
ally y involving the actors in the worft for! 
hief. $08 that our Companion of Ebols here 

fignifie one that. e $y compan ot 5 1 
And in this general Latitude it may be truly 
Armed 2K fuch T2 one, oat be pu des his owr 
EG 8 ol che Fathers inter ret the e Wor ö 
thoſs who frequent Masks, Shows, and all Nl 
'6f idle Amuſements and Fee And cer- 
tain it is that theſe Sports very much tend to 
turn the head from every thing chat is grave and 
ſerious, filling the Mind with a chaos of wild Ima- 
 ginations, and ſupplying the Tongue wirh a per- 
etual fund of vann, hy Diſcourſe. -''We'may 
Fa appeal to the obſervation of all Men, whe- 
ther. 175 hey knew a Man, much addicted to 
theſe Vanitiks, to retain. any true-relith for things 
of a folid nature: His Senſes are fo vitiated, that 
the Sacred Scriptures are the ſavour of en 
to him: his Underſtanding is ſubverted, ſo that he 
has falfe Ideas and Notions of Things; the true 
Man is deſtroyed, and a ſtrange en "Figure 

oh. a MEE left in che room of him. N Ab 
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ther with it, all eſteem and ref utation in t 
LG Forld, and all il hopes: of happineſs 
is to come. There is a 5 peculiar fig! 
word: witich wehere render deſtroyes 
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And thus a companion of fools is deſtroyed and broken. 

_ 94h,” A companion. of Atheiſts is à companion 
of Fools, i. e. F ſuch. as ſay in'their- Heart, there is 
10 God, and corrupt each other, and talk of wicked 
Blaſphemy. He learns of fuch Fools to think him 
elf Wiſer rhan all the World, by diſputing againſt 
the Word of God, and def; Er | hoſe religious 
Duties which he e us, 9 the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Men have always believed, and eſteem- 
ed it their greateſt Wiſdom to reverence and pra- 
ckiſe. For it is well known that the pious Man 
Gn on Part reaps: the Bleſſings of rhe? 2 | 


Life, 
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oung Perſons who kt emiclves in th 
e e Men, and learn of. them 10: 
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and theſe Meditations which we hare ants: upon it, 
we may deduce theſe following lafcrences. 
%% THAT. it is our wileſt and beſt e E urs 
accuſtom ourſelves early to a d dance at 
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Oo nere Wildom will be, when we ars 
in the. Word, To 
ef all ungodly and vitious Men; 1 dont 


- or. Auk — to turn wk! pony them 
fat as we can, before they operate upon) our; AG: 
F#dtions He tells us that the young man wh 
be a enticed and over- perſuaded by at © 
Woman, when he was once entred into her Hoo 5 
had no more power to reſcue himſelf, than an Ou 
which'is led to the: Sluughter, or a vol to the cür- 
#eltion of the Stocks. He. gives us repeated warn 
ings not to accept of the Preſents or Entertain- 
ments of Robbers, to lay ourſelyes under no Ob- 
ligations to Atheiſtical or Luſtful men, becauſe by 
fo doing we. may be drawn into their Acquaint- 
ance and their wicked NINE if we once 
begin, we know not where to ſtop, nor what may 
be the iſſue. Many a man has bie Kite ing 


44 drunken fit, bhi — thay arr with a reſolution; to: 


* I doubt not but ſome who have been brought by 


drink but lirtle; many another has - thrown: 
away his Eſtate in gaming, who at firſt could not 
be perſuaded to hazard more than a trifle.» And 


Atheiſtical Company to give a Bill of Divorces: 
ment to their Machen; had onee ſuch an opinion 
of their own firmneſs, that they thought nothing 
could move them, till by the juſt Judgment of 
God upon them, for aſſociating themſelves with 
his Enemies, they have been deſerted by his Spirit, 
and delighted to hear thoſe Blaſphemies „* they, 
once ahhorr d. This deſerves our moſt ſerious. . 
regard; and therefore I would farther inculcate it 
upon you, that when we begin to affect ill Com- 
pany, we joyn in Confederacy with the. Powers 3 
of Darkneſs againſt all that is good; and this is 
the: away Why God i ſo offended with Ws Sha 
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Children generally continue their good A ections 
to Religion in their Family, who have been tra fol] 
5 to it by the 8 e e and þ 

In the. next. Place, ace Comp ny and F 
1 have ſuch an influence to form and change 
our manners to better or worſe, Re ſhould Be 
very careful, wien they ſend their Children abroad, 

to place chem in ſuch Families as are Orthodox | 


"Web deir Nelteiea, and virtuous in their 
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bonſult their Tl reg rs, 22d have not 
La BE and principa ied to che Pty and 
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| "xo contract affinity, as the fincere-Pic 
tue which has been 10 ; eſtabliſt 
in the Family. For 5 
Mitt for themſelves, at e 
— — for Poſterity, "either he vr the be un- 
fa oled will an Arkeift, a Libertine; a Per. 
| 3 from the love and fear of Gpd, a 
 _Rronply addicted to the purſuit of finful perde 
Such unha Py. Companions of Fools, are in great 
danger to be deſtroy 2 both in their own 
- and 2 N in all their = nem Feliei- [ 
icy "Temporal and Eternal. „ 
St. Paul, I confeſs, expreſſes good hopes, tha 
in caſes of Chriſtians mairying 
| Chriſtian Wife might win the 'Hwsbatid, or ch 
_ __ _Chriftian Husband might eos the Wife ro 
'' the Faith of Chriſt. But this de ſays, got to en- 
Courage fuck matches, but to prevent ; the { a 
ration of the” Parties 10 N already - That 


ea or 


chat Ve. are £66 I to ſtri e "our, of 


Wo, * © Ia : F'Y 2/8 : 
> 1 "hs ohh uy | : 


5 0 
ready and caſie way of e 
preſſing our thoughts : there are many 
A rules lad down m Holy Writ for ch 
Government of the Tongue, that we be m. 
pecially careful not o o get e Or. ecom- 
I Eo og 7 
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Superior, 1 7 Ty 
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2» a ent or paſt Generatic ns... Thus the deſtruction of 
| /racl v was prevented by the MAD: humble; and de- 


_— 


1 7 
_ 
= 
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N upon a profligate Generation of men ?- 


r 


BI SIS $ 2h x þ 3 . 
| ih 0 Pa is — — 01 po t his 
anz, 8 5 he is e every 1 the cry-" 
ing ins of an ungodl We „and wou e 
EEE out. as 2 pn ob fire, upon itz and utterl 
| conlume_ it ; but that here 1 and e hay 1 
ern in it, holy and humpie men, who have been 
much given to Prayer; and in their Prayers. have 
made unfeigned Confeſhons, of Sin, and cried migh- 
# unto God, that he .woulk not remember nor 
with his Judgments the Iniquities of the pre- 


out Addreſſes of Moſes; their tivity was de- 
= by. the Prayers, of the, 5 Ea Hg and. their 
| Reftorati ion haſtned by the Interceſſions of Daniel, 
and other Holy men. Were not the Almig hty 
e an! reconciled to us by ſuch humble du 4 
lications, - how would the grievous, Words, th 
E precations, Blaſphemies , and loud Defia lancęs 
Rk are thrown out a ainſt Heaven « he day; 
enflame the anger of God to 15 het his IND and 
Fend his Bow, and pour out all ſorts of Ju dements 
ut his 
Mercy rejoyceth again udgment, and his ears are 
more. open to the dutiful inyvocations of His own 
| Gan, than to the impious ſpeeches, of the 
Sons of Belial. E 
#18 power of humble Sibmiſſfo; on under the 
| hand of God, was well underffood by. the King of 


4 Nine veh, When hie heard that the Divine Decree 
Vas gone out againft him arid his People, and but 


| forty day s to the dreadful Execution of, it. He 


fn down from his Throne, tore off his Robe, 


| Covered himſelf with Sackcloth, and fate. in 
3 Aſdes, and e his al to Faſt and Hae 


Vor. II. 


Deen. 


8 — bonn he Been of ts D Ange 4 

did not execute his thr ened | V engemire upon 
eb whar- other Reth6dy is there left ut, for 
Fey ig of God's Wrath when it buiths a- 


A it rag a Courſe of Feaſting at 
Sis e Hen ſes? He roſe up early, and of- 
| fferin der chen, to make an Arone- 
y curſing or blafphemy which might 
y have proceeded out of their Mouths. Even | 
. „ en we have ſpent our days in Mirth and 
| ollity; and given a looſe £0 on Tongues to ſay 
every Thing that may it Pleafant 3 
 Uiverting, or that may rot ford our Anger 
Revenge, vr be moſt expreſſive of our Pride, Am- 
bition, or any other Wola Luft, without 
any Regard to the Laws of God or Man; yer in the 
end we miſt come upon our Kites, and * 
rate ottrſelves at tlie Foot - ſtool of the” Divine 
jeſty, and be willing ro addreſs him with the moft 
_ Humble, felf-aballing, ſelf-denying Language, if we 
Will atone for our proud, lewd, atheiftical Diſ- 
*<ontles, and divert and diſſipate kat Tem mpeſt of 
God No ury Which they have ſtirred up. 
22490, TRE Fury of a troubled Conſcience is 
Allay Fit by a ſoft Anſwer, 7. e. by obviaring the 
-"m errors f God's Threatcnings, Wich a juſt Diſ- 
Play of his infinite Mercies. Every Sinner who 
: as gene through various Scenes of Im my Yo and 
Joaled his Conſcience with the Guilt 01 ha- 
bitual Vices, when he once awakes to a 406 enſe 
of his "Condition, is often affrighred even to Di- 
ſtrackion and Deſpair at the ſigh 8 of it. He muſt 
needs ap G0 to himſelf. * the S dead Threaten- 
ings of God to ſuch Men, and imagine that the 


5 . 
© : W 


| did holy 7ob do, when his Chil- 


and 


Divine Juſtice is going to arreſt him every Mo- 


ment, 


ties — the Fire which never » fall GRENL 0. ' Now 
lie he in Gg Ne | eee boar 
| the Accuſations of his owti Conſcience; how com- 
22 agen to 9 he _ — je rk 19 

cian of .a good Tem Mcient 'Abili- 

ties, who knows how bel File the Wounds of 
dees Soul gently; and to pour in the Oyl of che 
rcies and gracious Promiles' of God to 

— Singers! hs can largely diſplay the 
reaſures of God's Love in Chrift, and 'power- 
fal apply his Sacrifice as a full Satisfaction to the 
Divine Juſtice for the Sins of the whole World 
and make deſpairing Sinners hear the blefſed 
Voice of their Saviour calling unto them; and 
fay yings Come unto me all ye that travel and are heavy 

laden, and I will refreſh you 4 for I came not to call the 
Righorows but Sinners to Repentance: + 

Sv mercifil Anſwers ds theſe to 4 wounded 
Soul which cries out for a Redeemer; reſcue it 
from the Terrors of the Divine Juſtice; and the 
Clamours of its own upbraiding Sins; and encou- 
rage it to triumph in the Language of Se: Pants 
Rom. viii. 33. Who ſpall lay any thing io the Charge 
of God's Ele? It is God vhat f fuftifieth 3' who 18 he 
that condemneth? It is Chi 14 that died, yea rather 
that is riſen again; who is even at the right band of 
God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us. 

But 34hz' Ta x Words of my Text; in thei 
moſt obvious 'Senſe; denote the Influence which 
an offending Servatit's Carriage hath upon his of- 

fended Maſter: If the Offcader, hen he is re- 
. 3 for his Fault; returns 4 mild; ſubmiſſive 
5 ielding a to his Maſter; he common- 
my aſſwages in Wrath; and prevents the farther 
Progreſs ay it: but if he gives ſawcy and contemp? 
tuous Language upon ſuch occaſions; as it is toe 


common for buch ople * do he exaſperates his 
3 19 F | * 


* * 9 NAD 26 FI 5 18 J * * 


3 a ä 4 
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2 


Mater $ — 8 his. own, Offence + much 
more provoking than it was before. +... 
| A noble and celebrated Author of our own, in- 
2 5 85 applies this Rule to the Conduct of any 
inferior Perſon, when his Superior, who has a juſt 
Authority over him, charges him with any Ne- 
glect or Miſdeed. |< Lwo things, ſays he, Solomon 
5 adviſes in this Caſe. The one is, that an Anſwer be 
© made: the other, that it be ingenuous. The firſt of 
© which contains three Precepts. Firſt, that the 
© accountable Party beware of ſtanding mute, in 
| 7 a profound and ſullen Silence; which either 
© charges the Fault wholly —_ on himſelf, or im- 
© peac es his. Maſter of Injuſtice, as if his Ears 
© were not open to a juſt Defence. 2dly, That he 
© beware of e his Anſwer, or of craving 
longer time for his Defence; becauſe this plainly 
c betrays him, that he is deviſing ſome cunning 
+ and. counterfeit, Apology, inſtead of an honeſt, 
© fair Anſwer, which. might be made preſently. 
7 But then 3dlyg Let his Anſwer be very ſoft and 
© temperate; not harſh or peremptory : for that 
© will make the Buſineſs worſe than if it had never 
© been meddled with at all; and increaſe . that 
Wrath. which he ſhould ſtudy to appeaſe. 
I cannot think of a, Caſe wherein both parts of 
my Text are more notably illuſtrated, than in the 
Buſineſs between David and Nabal, 1 Sam. xxv. 
David and his Men, while they ſojourned in the 
Wilderneſs of Haran, at a diſtance from Saul, had 
done many good Offices for Nabal's: Herdimen, 
and not only . to meddle with their Cattle, 
but likewiſe protected them from the Rapine of 
others. In confidence of theſe Obligations David 
ſent to-Nabal on his ſhearing-day, requeſting him 
to give his young Men a portion of his good cheer. 
But Naval anſwered. the young Men churliſhly, 
res is Dans ? and. ho i is lie Son of Jelſe! There be 
lr 8 wand 
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os him 10 accept of the Bleſſing af ber hand. By 
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* ne le Debt. — — Delis 
yerance could not diſpoſe him 10 go ande likewiſe : 
for quickly after meeting with one of his fellow- 
ſervants, ho owed him an hundred Pence, he 
could not be perſuaded by all the Entreaties of 
this Debtor, to have the like Patience with him, 
9 g him into Frifon, in he Wr pay the 
e 
Tris is a Demonſtration that: A fe Anſwer 
does not always turn away Wrath; the oppoſite 
Party may poflibly be of ſuch an untraftabl Nas 
ture, thathothing will fatisfy him: And beſides, the 
Re, Offender is ſometimes a meer Reprobate, who flat- 
ters and diſſembles with his Tonj = while 578 
Heart within him is fullh ſet to do Evil. There are 
many ſuch abandoned Wretches in — World, 
who are made up of nothing but fair Speec 
and foul Practices; who are alwa promi 
good and doing evil. But it is che Glory of God 
and Man to convince ſuch conceited Creatures of 
2 Vanity and Folly of their Conduct, by turn- 
a deaf Ear to their hypocritical Apologics 
making them ſmart ſoundly for their r 
: ä and incorrigible Abuſes. A — | 
fore the Words of my Text are to be underſtood 


LE of ſuch Caſes where there are good Diſpoſitions 


on both Sides; and it may be agreed to as an uni- 
verſal Truth, that where bne fide unwillingly offends, 
and the other fide is of a merciful and — 
Nature, there a ſoft Anſwer will turn away Wrath. 
SoME Commentators there are, who interpret 
my Text as a common Maxim of peaceable Con- 
_verſation, teaching us to avoid all unneceflary Con- 
tentions, which ſpring from Pride, Ambition, E- 
mulation, and a moroſe, Wrathful, and ſplenatick 
Nature: a Nature which is always furniſhing the 


Owner of it with ill Language, prompting him 
to return unbec — w ords, a and inelining bim 


Y 


ro 


e .honoura wht to > oyercome 4 


„Which. 
Fo 5 5 Aae 
ment we eſus an{were others s anſwer 
when. N they firſt begun the Diſcourſe. = 
Senſe, be anſwered, is no more than he ſaid; 
x. theſe 1 Solomon. cautions us, not 
0. ied ee * — 4 — the en of ; 


"Hz that is — — to 9 at 3 2 * 


gk 2m l that both himſelf and other 
Mer e and 33 He mari 


5 8509 is Find: 
regular ws Therefore he 'muſt 8 te 
hear Reproof and 4 Oppeln with Patience, be- 
| caule "US poſſible. thaf he may deſerve it; which 
I if_be dans 557 yer wn who — 0 yo 
cannot prefently enlighten 
Te Underfiandings, Nr 5 their Miſtakes; 
the beſt way cherefore is to be eaſy under them, 
ſo long as no ill u ak follows them. For 
what if another ink worſe of me than I 
deſerve? It may be - his Opinion may not weigh 
much vieh others; however it cannot make me 
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look inwardly, — ſever For meth de b leaf 
that; is amiſs, and endeavour to mend it. „ 
H that Sid ſave Hifnſelf An cher hi ch 


Trouble and Contention, ryaſt pot; be + has 
cenſure and find fault with" things yhen "they are 
tolerably well; he muſt not be over. for Ward to 


arraign Mens good Senſe or Manhers, for every 
Word or Action, wich is not agreeable to his 
Reliſn. He matt remember that his own Im 0 
_ ſections ſtand in need of. Pardon, *which be muſt be 
prepared to deſerve of all others, V ak Ling them 
the. like Allo wanted... ITE 12" 
1 ay excellent . which * 25 "Of Br 
Phil hers gives this Head; Tull £ 
c. 38. © That in our Commerce and Dealings we 
c make it our Buſineſs to bs free from all violent 
© Motions- of the Soul, which reject and caſt off 
their Allegiance to Reaſon As on the one _— 
© our Diſcourſe: ſhould be- pertinent; lively, 
« free from Stupidity z ſo on the other we ont 
5 carcfully refrain £ — into Tra | 
£ /Paſſion, or any Words which are utifit for us 
© ro give, or otkers to hear; In all our Commu- 
© nications we ſhould be very attentive to — 
up a Senſe of Humaniey and Reſpect for thoſe 
ve converſe with, It ſometimes becomes neceſ- 
£ fary for us to expoſtulate with thoſe who have 
done us ill Offices, or to reprehend thoſe who 
c have tranſgreſſed a plain Duty which they owed 
* us: In the latter Caſeè eſpecially we may be al- 
lowed to raiſe-our Voice x little above the com- 
mon pitch, and to uſe ſome Severity of Expreſ- 
F fion. © However let us take heed that we do not 
betray any Cruelty or Rancour of Mind; but 
come to ſuch Corrections as to cuxtinę and ſearri- 
fying of Wounds, with a t deal of Unwil- 
6 . And indeed we ould never N. to 
5 : them 


e 


ET _ 


| © row) 'ro/It,>we mould be furs to-aveid-all n= | 
V's 2 e tlvever* is acted — Wees 1 
e baer ci fever be eee e 


rally Wild "and gentle bur Trend fond as 
© flivald- og ome” ley bs along with them: Ob- 
eat between too great Eaſineſs, and 
reak ig! Sud into angry and -contumelious_ 
peeches. Ani Whatever Sharpneſs we may 
_ Gpreſs'in our Reproofs, we ſhould let the 
1 corre Si En that we do it Achgerher ſs 4 
5 © his good; aid not for the Gratification of any of 
own Humours. In the Contefts which we 
® have With our” greateſt Adverſaries, whatever op- 
pr rious Reflections they caſt upon us, it will | 
che our beſt wa to keep our Minds calm and ſe- 
Eo and free from the Ferment and Agitations 
© of Anger, as knowing that while we are infuch | 
© a Commotion, we can neither be conſiſtent with 
the rules of Gravity, nor 1 of en who 
* © ſhall behold our In rmity.. 

Now this No is Aa x very's good © Comment 
on the Words of my | oreedble 
with the Wiſdom 01 Solomon, who: in this fame 
Kvth chap.” to/I6dk no farther, gives ſe veral other 
Counſels — ne) for the wel or 3 of our 0 
Diſcourſe. * ue of the wiſe 'uſeth Knowledle © 
aright ; but on — f Fools poureth out Foolifbmeſs. 9 
Intimating, that in matters of Debate it is far 
from being the moſt commendable way ro "throw | 
out all that a Man thinks or knows tòô the Diſad- 
vantage of his Adverſaty": — ob ſome are apt to 
value themſelves upon this talking without Re- 
ſerve, as a piece ob — „ and that they 

+. Mrs 
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of Society and FN == 


| rg * | — — — | 
Words with: © chow, br © before he ſuffers them 
paſs the Door of . whereas thoſe-ho are 
| of an envious and malignant 8 — . Fe. —. 
picking up evil Re —— e the 
like 0 

may raiſe Troubles and Contbates 
Ap thus much of the doctrina 
Text, The Practice of it is not every 


— 
Man s.” Fa 
lent ; the Weakneſs of our Minds, or the Warmth 
of our Tempers commonly making it a difficult 
Task. David himſelf was 5 Years in learn- 
ing the due Obſervance of that ſhort 1 
| which he impoſed upon himſelf, P/al. Nix. Lai 
will take beed to He that I offend uot ith 
my Tongue. Solomon, who inculeates it ſo 
ly upon his Children, was daubtleſs obſervant of 
it himſelf. But his Son Rehoboam was n os 
ner of Proficient. in it; for yhen upon his Ac- 
: Son. to the —— of his Father, th Tribes of 
r ſome Alleviat — Taxes 
ich Solomon had laid upon them, 
be was 1 — — their Grievance with a 
| ſoft Anſwer, that in a menacing way he told em, 
de would add Weight. ta-their Toke, and chaftiſe chem 
with: Scorpions, 1 Wings xii. Which hard Words 
provo ovoked all the ten Tribes of Iſrasl to revolt 
from him: For which the Son of Syrach, Eccle- 
— Arü. galls him 0 4 barre oh the 5] 


, 


We 


, 2s in che Cole of Nee who as © 
ſp ke unadviſedly With his Lips, ſo he on. 
all e to learn of him this. Leſſon. ot 
Meckncks them they ſhall ve accountable 
for every evil: Wes at the laſt day; and threaten- 
e 
Brother with his T ; 5 
IN DEED he will hes law any. 
his Faith to render railing for hr ag 
ow eateſt Enemies, but when they curſe vou, ſays. 
12 wp and pray for them 4vben they deſpitefullyglſe 
you and perſecute jou. And his Apoſtles have num - 
bered ti Offences of the Tongue, Hatred, Va- 
 Fiance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, En- 
vyings, Boaſtings, eee 1 the Black lin : 
of the Works of D ; 

Now fince it is the ung 2 of. all Chriſtians to 
refrain from angry, ſpiteful, and indecent Lan- 
us 3 it is more eſpecially incumbent upon Chil- 
dren, Servants, and all that are in a ſtate of Sub- 

7 mg to be reſpectful and civil to thoſe who 
have the Authority over "them. It will generally 

e found for-their — yh to do ſoft or chi 
when they are- aſtiſed for their 
Faults; for has hey —_ render . 
and Chaſtiſements the lighter. But if t wor | 
happen to have ſuch over-indulgent Gene 
as will ſuffer them to repine, and murmur, and 
—.— without giving them due Correction for it, 
5 hem not think themlelves happ 2 under this 

— t 3 _ hereby they are but har in their 


diſagrecable Manners, and rendred unfit for modeſt 


Conver- 


To | 4 


pn 655% he gives Grate eb 122 * be 
I Wim all Children and Servants % Who are ar- 
as at years of Diſcretion,” would ſeriouſſy Ip 
_ theſEtrhings to Heart, and comply wick thoſe R 
6 Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, Which I am — 
mending to them. They would hereb y deliver the 
5 World om infinite Broils, Animeße , and Con- 
jons.” For by diſcharging their Duty to their 
reſpective Governours, they would in their turn 
have dutiful Children and Nera of their on 
for ſuch is the Standard of Divine Juſtice, that 
with what" Meaſure they "meet to others, it ſhall vl 
meaſured ro them again. And ſo a Suechbffon of or- 
derly Families would be continued throughout all 
Generations. And then we need not enquire af - 
ter the Spirit which would reign in lar er Socie- 
ties; for the particular Members being thus trained 
to Obedi tence at home, would practiſe it abroad, 
and keep to their 8 Ranks and Stations, 
without Strife or Debate, like good Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath ſo Krictiy obliged us to be 
humble, and to prefer others before our ſelves, that 
he hath ſaid, He that will be greateſ® among yous let 
Bim be the æaſt F all, and Servant to all the reſt 3 
even as the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, 
bus to miniſter, and io give his Life a Ranſom for 
many. To him with the e wad ms 4 
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1E principal Points which a | 

of in this Book of Proverbs, are Wiſh 

dom and Folly, which he right 

dered as the great Fountains of the Hap» . 
pineſs or Miſery of Mankind: and there- 

fore concluded, that he could write nothing ſo 

uſeful for us, as a ſet of ſhort and clear Precepts, 3 

which were proper to furniſh,us with juſt Notions 8 

of. Wiſdom, . and. convince; us how much it is fr 

our Intereſt and Advantage to put them in P. — 

IN order to this he lays a Foundation æ0 

| build upon, aſſuring us, chat the. Fear 72 

is the Beginning of Wiſdom which is as 

to ſay, that whatever is n to 


Piety and irtue, or to an 0 


Us 
wa 


1 


affairs of * Life becauſe & howerr in ingenious one: 
gaining Ter. cud of 


| Prue; og con- 
3 at all of true Wiſdom in them, 
tea Halle Ju ment and want of Under1 
* _ f from whence 3 
o that we may deſine V iſdom to be, A right, 
apprebenſion of thoſe. things Ja ers beſt for us, a and 
Ter, ache of them by lcd moans al are agrees. 
able 10 the Laws of Piety and Virtus. Os 
Now the royal — in the Woll or my 
Text obſerves, that men Have ſometimes Abilities 
and Opportunities to act wiſely for themſelves, 
but neglect them, and have no Heart to make 
their juſt Advantages of them: There is u Price in 
the band of 4 Fool 10 get Wiſdom but he hath no 
Fleart to it. We will conſider what this Price 1 isg 
— 29 the Means and Abilities 0: "yet Wiſdom 
Co 
Anp I/, A man of good nuttiiral faculties and 
endowm es of Mind, may be ſaid to have the 
Price of indem! in his hand, when he hath ne 
Heart to it. This ſhows chat by the word Fool; 
we are not to underſtand an Idiot, or Perſon void 
of common Senſe; for the fault is charged upon 
his Heart, not upon his Head: It is not for want 
of a Capacity, but for want of a good will to 


Wiſdom, that he continues % Fool. Thore 
15 


Tes as are 


7 wow 5 an” len Soul! 18 like 2 piece 
| ek 8 barren of every 5 
F 


6 vel, Ire have nothi 
to make them u cn | 
of ſuch People, is the 
 Gdlpel; who received a Talent from his Lo 
dure wrapt it up ita Napkin, and let it lye with- 
out... any improvement. He had this Price, "this 
oundation of r | | 
but had no Heart to it. 
240, Turs Price may be ut 


Who are bret up in ſuch places, how Sem 
do they act the part of Fools, and neglect to at- 
tain the knowledge of ſach uſeful Arts and Scien- 


how hard is he to be weaned from triflin 


| ments, and brought to turn his thoug hts eee | 


ro any 'yaluable part of Learning 1 = when he 
growe up rovuth tan, an, how apk Is he to pref 
eaur 


es and Exerciſes of the Body, above the = 
ron arg of the Mind! having much ſtronger 


propenſions to Vice than Virtue, purſuing every 


thing more ardentiy than thoſe 


5 51 0 him, and pleaſing  Kim(clf in the cnjoy- 


W men, by-which | be 5 the knowledge, and 


many times the 1 preſſlo of their corrupt ways 
and irregular paſſions, when he ſhould be conver- 


Jing with the works ">. more inſtructive Compa- 


ny and faithful Monitors, I mean the writings of 


wile and learned men. T confeſs, all learned Books 
do not fall under this Character. Too many there 


are which are full of Wit and yoid of "WHIT; 
4 


The bare =D I 
| 7 Servant in the 


1 al Sutter . o ee NP m, 


Schools "of: good Education and 2 Th vole 3 


ht there? The Child of tender 9 


dies which are 


ent of his 7s Com any, that he is learning * 
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and too - Students. "ak moſt of their time 
in te perula 2 them, becaule.th Matter of x] then 
= 5 7 grateful to their corrupt taſte a, 12 5 3 
So that the Price to get Wildomy their Oppor: 

mnnities which ſhould be emp 0 2 | 

that which ſhould enable. tf m i do god t- 

themſelves or others, are fil ent! in due 5 Kudie: 

as help to compleat t their fooliſh a1 9 75 Wagan 


Humours. And this is the reaſon, that amon 
great number of men of Letten, as rc | 8 4 b | 
who are really the wiſer als bette | 
þ have learned... REF Ta 
_ "> "walls Ricnuss. are « al ST 3 
of \ iſdom, in that they enable their O 
0 Books, to- ture, 1 Ccachers,: and to 724 at leiſure 
to ſpend their lune in he ſtu ly 'of ule U 1 2 5 


. 


o put into the hands of; Egols?- Toa 
men often neglect their, Opporty 1 im ove 
their [Saas £0 c 12 85 ee is quot ng S uſe too 


ny all. bn ou LG 
have lived al, died N 4 chaſte, an 
temperate, had not his Riches exalted him abève 
u and 25 oſed him to heafkeg to latter 


more hi ghly chk he gh” to Winks, and encou- 
raged him to tranſgreſs the Laws of God and Men. 
It is the known character of Riches, that they 
eaſily grow the Idols of their poſſeſſors, and ſteal 
away their Hearts from the fig of God. . And 
whereas our Lord obſerves, that, if they are laid : 
out in Pious and Charitable uſes, they come a 
treaſure in Heayen; on the contrary, he ſays, they 
often hinder men from entring into his Kingdom. 
St. James complains, that, in his time the rich mem 


i 


L holy name CIR, by — —ê e e | 
E with there were not too much reaſon for the Une 
complaint at this day. But it is too nqtörie 
E that mand rich 88527 diſtinguiſh themſelves" froft 
liar contempt ef the Or- 
affecting to be thought abe 
+=" — of ach: Laws: They 'are ſ% proud | 
FILE for Go, neithe 4s God in all the =. 
„„ T 
4% Mz in great Power ads Authority 
| the a 5 _—_ _ om in their hands.-- Tttis - 
e happ n pin es, fs es, Magiſtrates | 
| and /Minifters, : abovgother: » Judges they have 
4 more opportunities of ſerving God, and procuring 
the welfare of their B 2 by making and ex. 
| ecuting-good-Laws, by puniſh — Brit Sons, ah 
E | ban that do well, maintaining che 
quity and mnpiery! + Nething: can de d. Prenrer 
2 ſling to any place, than a good Governbf, abs! 
1 wakes it his buſineſs both to know and do- th 
things, which advance the ſpiritual and dem 
— city of the People over whom he preſides; 
under whoſe adminiſtration every Virtue fſouriſfies, 
| and Vices, like ill weeds, are continually rooted out” 
and caſt into the Fire. Such a conduct as this, is 
a greater Ornament to a Magiſtrate, than all the” 
| Riches and Honours which attend his ſtation: - 
Bur alas! how few are there in ä 0 
are perſuaded of this? How many a ap to the 
0 place, and rejoice in it, more for the fake 
of their own private Intereſts and Gratifications, ' 
than out of any deſign to be real Patrons and 
* Benefaftors to the Community? who uſe their 
Power for an occafion of ſinning without reflraitity 
rather than for W Sin in others: And are 
Vo L. II. F | more 


1 = 8 
wih e 


ſpect of Renens. » W hag an 
2 2 might 


En who: are Slaves: to 
ſome Luſt, and have not an Eye to the ole = 


| Does and. 4 Heart t vue Wiſdom. 


Sibh, Mu have alla large Talent, a noble Price 
put into qur hands to get: MWiſdom, ini the Ordi: 
8 Religion and. mean ob Grage> Which we: 
E Acad ab Philophers ſa neal um 
With Books, far- the; viegious and gcc 

of Life; in every condition and: ſtatian of ity. a8, is 
* thomcanct Chriſtian, ho is bur 


2 


human —.— mars 
= us. W 

Dile. 

5 Aidion,. — "ng encry: em guided and. 
directed in every Difhculty.. - 


WMI need not ſeek; after — and foreign 
Oracle to have our doubts reſolved, as the Gentiles 


did of old, whoſe. coſt; and pains was commonly 


rewarded with ſome: dark, ambiguous: Sentence, 


which did them more harm than good. How hap- 


py would they have thought themſelves, had their 
eto ie of learning Wiſdom. been cor 


to what we find i in our n where we he 


"i "4 ni 


bestens his L. s, ag N h and 
/ ns 75 infirtite. deal, 


| | : — 4 ver i e e bp-reaſon, ; 
of the defects of fuch adminiſtrations E heeauſe the 


dein ate in the hands of wer 


1 for than alone CON»: 


OS ans as POR: 
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: NYE "ANY Este undd ke God in in 92 
. Se Sacrifice of Prayers and Praiſes, and 
urn or tlicüights tc the contemplation. of his 
ven Eingdord, and feed our 3841 » witt that 
ron; 'Pood Which rowriſhts chem f to cer ſting 


Ger ah rags, are the portion of every 7 
elt of us may ee = 
cr elt Rhein Gf br A Wien without 
1, and Without Viet: h'is ſuch a ror: 
: Babe age ilk of the Poor, as was ney 
Ease beföre the preaching of the Goſpel. The 
Schbols of che Phifoſoph S had no uch Treafures 
of Knowledge to Con ihitate, nor any way to 
make their Doctrines ſo uniyerſally knows. for 2285 E 
ediffcation of afl ranks and colltitisfis > 10 55 ople. _ 
Bur no it is tos viſible! in our dai eri- 
ener, oo theſe 0 $i aK of ang 5 ine 
Wiſdom in rhe Rn6wl 155 Graces, 
be ine Mo 5 Goch 8 for the moſt part Pap 1255 5 
War Fools eye 0 Heaft to * 


115 e pears in the Want echte l 925 
eople to tlie Aſſemblies of Go 
orſhip, al) infpite them with a ſerious; 
OBE He” Duties Finn ace. At thoſe. 
hows which are ſet apart only r Pray yers, how 
ſmall is the number of 8 45 pers, in enn parifon. 
of thoſe * negligent ones who "gh find” Teifurs £5 to 
altend them, were their fene of the Hut) hüt ly 
to rhe importatice of it. Ar theſe more ſolemn 
Aſſemblies how rarely do many appear, who have, 
little or no iti pediment to Hinder blem And how 
mary formaFahdſuperficial Hearers' are there, who 
ar unprofitable — the means of Grace, be 
ie erformt not the Duties they are about, * 
e Devotion and Attention of Heart a 
Ming? So'thit im effect IC 'opporrtilit}s Sand. fe 
ONS 
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he * r Grace are e 1 5 want or 2 1 nproye- | 
ment. 
24h. WE are vid bo a ſtup id neglect of 
our Chriſtian Talent, by the errors 4p vices of our 
common Conver 5 Be Every Chriſtian who ac- 
cuſtoms himſelf to profane Swearing and Curling, 
or to Calumny 9 Detraction, or to Atheiſtical, 
wanton, unſavoury Diſcourſe, is a Fool; becauſe 
he knows, or ought to know, that the Laws " 
his Religion forbid ſuch abuſes of Speech, which 
render him obnoxious to the condemnation of God 
at the laſt Day. And it is not only pious and ho- 
nourable, bur very eaſie and practicable for him to 
govern his Tongue by the rules which Seit has 
injoyned him. 
ARTHE R, Our bleſſed Lord * us, that 
whatever we beſtow in works of Piety and Charity, 
is ſo much Treaſure laid up in Heaven. The Man 
then who pretends to the Faith and Hope of a Chri- 
ſtian, mutt act very impoliticklÿ whenever he with- 
holds and refuſes to. contribute ſomething of his 
Subſtance, in E to his Circumſtances, up- 
on ſuch occaſions. et what multitudes are 
there, who have a price int 2 15 hands, ſufficient Abi- 
lities, 20 purchaſe the heavenly Treaſure, but are ſo 
far from ſecking the opportunities of it, that they 
ſtudiouſly avoid them, and turn a deaf Ear to the 
moſt reaſonable and movin Sollicitations, as if 
there were no Precepts of g BO ms love in the 
Goſpel which they. profeſs, no Promiſe that they 
ſhall be rewarded for all which they expend u 
Chriſt and his diſtreſſed Servants; but that tl 4a | 
were only ſo far rich and wealthy, as they laid up 
treaſure for themſelves and heir e in this 
preſent Life. 
Zaly, WE many times 3 our own. miſ- 
management of the Talents which God has e 
us, and look dak with much regret upon thoſe op- 
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1 hereby we might have entred into a nearer Com 


that zo fear God and keep his Commandments,” is the 
beſt: thing we can do for our ſelves. But this, alas! is 


fooliſhly ſquander away thoſe good view which can 


our Hearts unto Wiſdom. | 


100 T* 3 and 


ave applied 


$f he u. bee praying en to 
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a ohh | fy the yo eacher, whyrefory is ſuch a 

Fi, in J. 1 1. | '8 Hegrt to 
2) it out 3 85 age? This Queſtion m 


ih may 
Et the Conduct of PE ine Providence 3. for it 
may f port thus mch: Why has God beſtowed 
his Ta Ke upon thoſe Ml n, ho peryest the de- 
| Bi 1 and inſtea 55 12 2 ich & * 
uie them to their own gthers triment | 
In anſ er dg e Queſtion, ws wut take head 
That We charge not the Providence of God with Fol- 
1y but rather humbly canfeſs, that his Dil nie. 
tions are in many reſ] Sh: aaa able, and fs 

| the limits 15 our. ani, 


erſt ig and our the 


855 reaſon of them. 
r 
ſons as we think maſt p ohable = Ow ta * 
divine Attributes: As 


12 1 ge whicl 


| e make one ve 
fo a: N ts ſees 7 
15 di iſpenſes his Benefits ui 
nemies, 20d little to 
cannot, upon this Kreipl e, oy, 1 hat 15 daes any 
an wrong, becauſe he is no Man's Dehtor, and 


T9. + 


_ uent ly we muſt acquit him of any 1 1 0 ; 


Os. UT thong 1 agreeable to Juſtice, yet 
are apt to think it is inconſiſtent with Eby 
that ill Men 162 be poſſeſt of thoſe Talents, 
which might have es to the great benefit of 
Mankind, if they had been put into ather hands. 
Andindecd we blame Men for this conduct; I * 


and run into a berge 8 if . 2 "mn 
= vine G Abel: re 70 "Bas! For ar a "3s 


"why d; Who treated Man 
benny) arbor ral, er Him Rog Fee 1 
oy with E Þ 
mities, inte the Wolde Knee by che er 
hiviAlmig ey Power he cculd have 2 this 
But then due muſt imagine hint ro have made Man 
a quite different Creature from what hie fw is, 
44 ic Have given Him « 
beginhing, get x which are laid down in Sa- 
ered Wilt: Whereas We find that he Hag always 


treated us as ffet Agents, beſtowitig his Gifts upon ; 


us, and propeunding to us the beft arguments to 
zerfuade' us to uſe them well; but Mill leaving our 
ill at liberty to act otherwiſe; if we Will not heat 
ken to him. And — Et = TEL God i 
whereby ys may vindicate t 8 
His DiGartors;' He c6tfitnits his Talents to ſuch 
re he gall A thr uſe of them; biit 
3 or the "Tv khelt truth, 
their. Wu n ona 70 of Alt bf their Lord. 
Acid if theſt Were lle Stir af rheit Stewirdthip, 


uc orden noc Fe thitk well of, were plac 0 


in cheir Nom and Oireumiſta 

be —— would ful 

ter purpoſe; right ju 
being oſten Aa - 


| yet we 2285 
g 80 truſt to het⸗ 
ar the contrary; it 


in 2 


Bur now tot us ſappoſe 

1 duch wiſe and Fre 1 Stewards could be found, 

as would effectually diſpenſe alf the manifold Gifts 
| nal od to the benefit of Mankind ; if any one ask, 


vate quiet Life, make a very untoward Fi- 


1 4 why | 


8 zu tl 
-_ - — 
42 
— * \ 


uite other Laws froth the 


l, is the beſt atifiver 


that Men art Rot the faftre ih Aif- 
ferent HFortunes, and thit thoſe who promiſed well 


hon called to ſeitain any weiglity Itmploy« 5 
that 2 fufffcient mituber 
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tries, tl « 
not been 12 


So, of « od, 25 12 oy Talents in the . 
of thoſe ho make no proper uſe of them 
even a Mercy that People ſhould be 


eg 
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portion to ſuch Neglects and Omiſſions. For 


8 but . n 


le. to mn 
lc Wor 


a the S 9 J. | 


and. nor. have them to anſwer for, except — were 


- ſurer than they commonly, wh to take no harm i = 
the enjoyment of them. 


24ly, THIS Queſtion, Tb hs 4 3 
y concern 
V hat. 554 


Hands to 57H oppo Lyon: s. ett 
Welfare, his Punch ul he det 


the Judge of all, will then render to every Man, 


not only 5 to his Works, but likewiſe ac- 


cording to his Sloth and Unproſfitableneſs, and 
Contempt of thoſe Duties which he ought to have 


Tris 
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; to a eric 


bo: 
tp 


> end 
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ous: 
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our ſelves, to ee * at” 


he ha | 1 3 us to o give a an account of our Steward- | . B 
_ ſhip, our Accounts may be ready, our Work finiſh = 

„ and we may receive of our Lord the reward of 
thofe who have approved themſelves wiſe and faith- 
ful Lon 7 1 the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lo 
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To what purpo 55 ;e-the * «of ur Sa- 
crifices unto me, ſaith the Lord? I am full 
of the Burnt-offer ings of Rams, and the Fat 
of few Beaſts, and T delight not in the Bload 

of ne ar 57 Lambs, er fd He- Gate. 
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ZH E rin >of this Prop! phe 
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carried away rage by Sale, King of Affria, | 


and the fourth had notice given him by this vey 5 


Prophet of the approaching Captivity of Judab b 

the 8 eh —— 2 pak our — 

hundred and thirty Vears after. 

TAE Author of it is thus accounted for by the 

| r and ancient Chriſtian Writers, 
that 


cation, his Style is m 


zelt is : copious, corprehendi Gentiles 4 
— 4 le c there is Cs Hing 
be found in other Prophets, hieh is not 


created af him. b 
:” and Church ſo particularly 
Diſcourſe looks more like * A Hiſtory | Things _ 
paſt, than a Prediction of that which was ro tome. 
Jo om, who had often read him and ended * 
very carefully, ſays, he 40 erves the ' Name ff, 
” as Nusse, gabe than of a Prophet ; "and indeed 
he is oftener quoted throughout the. New Teſta- 
ment, than any one of the reſt of the Pro} hets. 
By Paſſages out of him the Gofpels | are ſo 555 
lightened, that the evangelical xpoſitors m | 
underſtand {&aiah, and the Interpreters of Naias 
muſt underſtand the Goſ 270 at the ſame time. For 
he tells how Chriſt ſhould be born of a pry Viz 


—* 


Zin, ſhould be ſought, out, and 348080 d* a by + $ 
ng, 


wife Men of the Cemiles; and our Lord's x "8 
working of Miraeles, Paſſion, Death, ues | 
on, Aſcenſion, and coming to Judgment at the 
laſt day, are not fo much pn. him in Words, 
as drawn to the Life act Picture; ſo 
that his Prophecy 3 in a i ſpeeigl manner that _ 
Title of a fon den he gives it, He is full, 
not only of the prophetick, ut apoſtolick Spirit, 
and we might venture to 'call His Difcourſe, * 
Goſpel according #0 Iſarah. 
Fon this reaſon it is, that this Bagh, by anci- 
ent and immemorial Cuſtom, is appointed to be 
5 in our Churches at this Seafon of the Year, 


being rhe he beſt Prep: parative for the Avent of our 
Lord, © F 


oundation of the Evangeliſts and A- 
Poſtles, 
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and Offices-of the Meſſiah, and of the great things 
Which he hath done and ſuffered for us. 
FIN AI. L I, this Prophet is ſaid to have en- 
joy ed a long Life, even the Space of one hundred 
| | IE ht, living 
r Ki s Reigns, and part of a fi h, I mean 
at of Manaſßes Son of Hezekiah,' under whom he 


ſuffered Martyrdom, being ſawn aſunder, accord- 

ing to the conſtant Tradition © 

bins; to which St. Paul is 1 Con- 
ſent of Interpreters ſuppoſe 


f the Jeuiſh Rab- 


= ters to allude, Heb. xi 
37. where mentioning the various Deaths of the 


ancient Saints of God, he ſays, they were foned, 
. they were ſawn aſunder, &c. Tertullian interprets 


the firſt of Jeremiah, and the ſecond of 1/aiah, 
and St. Ferom lays, the truth of this is not to be 
queſtioned: Whence the Roman Martyrology has 
8 Note on the 6th of Fuly: This Day the holy 


; 2 7 et 1ſaias was martyred by a, Saw, at the Com- 


that he ſuffered after he had propheſied ninety 
Years, and was buried under an Oak in NRogelim. 
..CORNELIUUS A Lapide, in his Commentary 
on this Prophet, has repreſented his Effigies at 
length in an elegant Sculpture. And in the corner 
of the Table there is his Figure again in minia- 


ture, with | Iwo Men holding 2 Saw over him : 
This the Author ſays he copied from an antient 
fair Book in the Vatican Library, which formerly 


belonged to Baflius Porphyrogennetus Emperor of 
e e while it was Chriſtian, in the tenth 
nd this I mention to ſhow that the Greet 
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nion concerning the death of this Prophet. 
No w that which provoked King Manaſſes and 
his wicked Miniſtry to inflict this horrible Death 


and Latin Churches have conſtantly held this Opi- 
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. neil e of chem, Which E 
3 enraged them with mortal 
_ Hatred: againſt him. This Generation had filled 
up the meaſure-of their Fathers Ini uities (as we 
learn from the Hiſtory of thoſe Times) 2 King xxi1; 
and 2 Cbron. xxxiii. where it is ſaid, that Manaſſth 
ſet up the Idols which his Father Hezekiah hail throws: 
doum, and worſhipped: the whole Hoſt: of | Heaven, and 
did according to all the Abominations of the Heathen." 
whereas his Predeceſlors. had kept their Idols 
at A diſtance, i in high Places and Groves, he brought 
them into the very Temple of God, Which had been 
ſo religiouſſy 1 on King Solomon to his Pri- 
ſence and Worſhip. Moreover: he cauſed his Chi. 
dren to paſs through the Fire to Molech; and uſed En- ©: 
chantments, and dealt with familiar Spirits and Wi. 
zards-z and filled Feruſalem with innocent Blood, which | 
he ſbed in it, from ane end to another. And to ſum: - 
up all, both King and People added Hardneſs of 
Hear eart, and Contempt of God's. Word and Com- 
mandments, to the reſt of their Provocations. F or 
pa 75 articularly noted, that he Lord reer, to then 
they would not. hearken. ' - | 8 
— * P ON all theſe Enormities the Prophet: nimad- 
verts in this very firſt Chapter of his Prophecy. 
He upbraids. the Inſenſibility of the Divine Blef-- 
ſings, with the Example of the Ox who knows bis 
Owner, and the. Aſs his Maſter's Crib. He taxes 
them with ſuch. a deſperate Spirit, as grew mere 
_ miſchievous, under Corrections. He calls _ 
Rulers of Sodom, and People of Gomorrah and 
the Hiffory of their Manners juſtifies this Ap 
lation. He tells them, their Hands were * 
Blood, and we have ſeen what reaſon he . - 
tell them ſo. Laſtly, he reproves them for their 
Hypocriſy and Partiality in Religion. 7% what. 
* is "the multitude * Jour Sacrifices _— 
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to, take, head of eee as, Noodle, n 
wore; thing ſhould, happen; him. 3d 
N EE ACN n AAI Nes, or Sacrifice . 
ue Were offers ta God, in. hope: ob. 7 5 
taining: Ore: Fayauny an 48! a. Thank. ing for 
received ſome: Meroy 
The firſt ſort were called Salutary, t < 
chanel Baxſides: theſe foe Sal Fer, 
e. were ſome alſa af a. private nature,, devot 
<to1Godeeirher, hy a MoM ta obtain K 
ſing ; arrelſe vel p returm Thauks: for: Han 
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chab kambi; and chat ob. che — 
Man en Baaſtt Fhe Rirſt- hom of Male Children 
ware! offered: co God. as: Memorial / of his having: 
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Land of, gaht but theyt weret radeemed wit ho- 
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the fortieth Palin, thus ſpeaking to hi 
Father. | Sacrifice and Offering thou woulaſt 
a Body bo thou prepared for me - in — | 
Sac Sin thou haſt bad 900. Pleaſare : ien aid 
3 Lo, come 30 do thy N, O God. St. Paul, in 
commenting g on . Tegal G Heb. x. ſays, be takes 
| the firſt, i. e. e Offerings, zl he might. 
add liſs the ſecond, i. e. the Sacrifice of himſelf, —4 
conſequently he calls the Law our Schoolmaſtir; to 
| 2 us to Cbriſt; and Chriſt the End of the Law, 
becauſe it was ended in him and by him. In chis 
Senſe it is, that our Lord affirms, he came not to 
deſtroy the Law and the er but 10. fulſil them. 
He fulfilled the moral Law by his perfect! Holineſs 
and Virtue, and the n eee Law by his Death 
aud Paffon 
Fo all this] infer; what: I afſerted before, 
That God does not reject Sacrifices as ſuch; for 
he ordained them by His: own Authority, for ex- 
cellent Ends, as I have: ſufficiently made it — 
And therefore we mult conclude, in tzje 
II place, T Ar his Averſion to them was oe- 
caſioned by the ill Manners*of thei that offered! 


ood Ends which were intended by th 
 idered that by theſe Sacraments t them 
felves under ri Morn Obligations to 85 ſadible of 
their own: Demerits, to repent and reform what-- 
ever they found amiſs in their Lives, and to Sound | 
in the 22 God, and the Fruits of his hob 
Spirit. from the Characters of th 


Men, — ls fo in their latter and worft Times, 
that they | Ca ed themſelves with the opus or- 
tum, the external Duties of Religion; and had no 
Regard to the Renovation of their Hearts and 
Minds. I doubt not but Hezekiah and Joſiab, who 
endeavoured to reform them, were Princes - very 
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r. above them, as being the End, the 
ment of which he had appointed cheſe Ways 
Means. And therefore Mofes, their great I Bleecter 
in Sacrifices, aſſures them Deut. x. 12. this GU 
reguired e of . them in compariſon of this, that 
they ſhould fear him, ſerve him, and love him, with 

oe. 573 and with all. their Sou. ir 
ts AGAIN, de hear that when King Saul, con- 
Divine Command, had ſp ared the beſt 
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Le their fat Beaſts. Micah delta 7 1 to 
do puPlyy. and love Mercy, and walk bimbly with Cod, 
is more pleaſing to him "than rhouſt nds "of rr 
and res thoaſand Rivers of Oyl. 0 * eee ee 
Ap thus, in oil Over Mo, the Pre 
Phers, we! Plainly ſee that the pete ard moral 
wt of the 1 makes far greater weight in 
the Balance of God's San@tukry; than the Rituals 
66: it. The * Fart oy; dublin and 50 
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550 e indeed wy » Te, and] in many o- 
ther Sa: yings of the: Propher, ſueh an colt my us 
of Jewiſh: Sacrifices, as if they were rea 4 abo- 
minablè to God; which in their. Nature I 
5 ſhown they could not be: and by the diving. 
tution they were made a Duty. But I. luſpet 
that che Jem by their amn voluntary dditions 
had over · multiplied tha Number of them, or 5 
way corrupted them. I am ſure they pk FRI 
much Confidence in them, and ** y their abuſc 
rendred chem diſtaſteful to God, à having made 
them Hindrances rather than Helps bn frye rich 
and ſo: 10m te pervert his Deſign in them. $06 
By t mple ex ws be adtponiſhed to wor- . 
ſhip 604d i in Spirit and in Truth; while, we ob- 
ſve that there is no Inſtitution of a ion, buy 
What may be ſo corrupted both in FIG. 1— I 
_ Diſcipline; as to become unworthy af. (the D wing 
Majeſty, and fit to be aboliſhed. The Religion 
ol the Jeus was of ſuch divine Original, that it 
could not but be moſt acbeptable to Go the u- 
thor of it, and juſtlye demanded E from 
all its Worſhip pn: But when hey came to pe 7 
fer a WR , off 4 Ae — . 
| 8 
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che Ruin "of 4 are; 7 le. It ff ſtood —_ 


four hundred Vente in » praceable arid: proſperous 
Condition. But when they: polluted i it, by v making 
à Market in it of thoſe very Creatures Which were 


to be ſacrificed on its Altar; when they turned it 
into a G arriſon in their civil Diſſenſions, and med 

the Blood of their Brethren in the midſt of it; 
"when they delivered up: | the Lord of it to the 
| Power of the Romani, in order to preſerye it out 

of rheir Hands; it remained then 40 be- purged by 
Fire: the judgment of any intelligent Man would 
_ have cenſured it, as utterly unfit, after ſo many 
| horrid 8 8 for any farther, Service "es A” 


ho 

i fragry D if hence W defend; to 75 "Chriſtian | 
Churches in the Eat, we ſhall find them lad in | 
Ruins by the Sins of the Worſhi + us  Atianiſm, 
Neftorianiſm, Eutychianiſm, and I w not how 
many Herefies under other Denominations, had 
uitè eaten out the Heart of genuine Chriſtianity. 
Teſus' Chriſt was loſt in the Number of fictitious 
Mediators, whoſe Images had filled every Corner 
of their Churches. The Sacraments were ſo dif- 


| gui iſed and clogged: 'by additional Matter, that 
they could not have been known by the Evange- 
* and Apoſtles. And this Corruption of Faith 

arallel'd by a Diſſolution of Manners, and 
dhe hriſtian was become deſtitute even of Huma- 
27 and grown more brutiſh than the wm 
— Al 
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> hold faſt the profeſſion 
firft;deliveret! to us; to 
22 1 to be that Son 0 5 
own Decke, and the conſent 
of his Apoſtles affirm. bim * all 
Un odficeſt and worldly L 
verſation as becomes the Go 
_ Finally, LET us praiſe; 
"thoſe things which many_ ay and J Probes. of 
old have deſired to ſee, even the Kingdom of his 
dear Son, whereof he hath made us living Mem- 
bers, and by him delivered us from the Guilt and 
e of thoſe Sins, which we could not be 
freed from by the Law, of Moſes. Let us praiſe 
im, that He bY Wah redeemed us from thoſe e 
and coſtly Sacrifices, which the wi - 
e were a burden, that 
neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear. 
Above all, let us magnifie his infinite goodneſs, 
for promiſing to 2 A * time to con 
Bates our eee ng us out of our 
r Bodies: 
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kk Migz r e 250. Ale ene 
255 RR TO the Prophee had 5581 
bis iſeourſe tothe People ina) proper, 
plain and familiar ftyle ; now he 2 
1 panable and allegory} _— 
nn he! dire ne hone therh long in e la 5 
fot nw thi to! eſs at the Mo Won et m. or he 
fairly uttfadles it at the: ſeventh verſt: The Fines 
yard 25 the Lord of "Hoſts, ſays he, is the Houſe of 
Iſrael, and the men of Fudah his pleaſant Plant : and 
he looked for Judgment, but behold Oppreſſ ons for 
Righteouſneſs, but beholt'a Cry. 
Tux main deſign of this Parable then is, to 
Ixpipye that generation of men to whom it Was 
8 3 ſpoken 
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times be called rho ing f 4b: Sen? I anI 
Becauſd us the Father crearediall things by: 
by hin he has always go Ao is" all things, 
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WR ETER this Doctrine a dee with-the Sn. 
riments*Which vrer"Fews: have off 
Meſtah, Lam not᷑ at preſe ne 
Artie for us chat it was The perſuaſidn of 
the beſt of the Deus in chte Apoſtles 1 
have Troved* from che tw chief an Ste fe- | 
nd St. Pam In which they were ſo much 
lowed by the the primitive Chriſtian Fathers, that 
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[their Writifgv are full of this Doctrine, chat e f 
8  ” = Laws: 


Hom ro 196 6 bi the: hand od of this Mediator. on 
This accbunt no doubt i was, That Malachi ſtyles 
Bim The- Seb of the mage war Ired. years. | oY 
by dh ing With 2 neu 
rophanc Huckſters,our of it. 
hoxities We may 
Py g 75 * the: Feat. Church 
to de called. | hw ar, Vert the Hinegard o 
Son of God; and this without the 'Abſurdity;of 
_ founding: the: Moſaich and the Chriſtian Niſpenſa: 
tions together: for nothing is properly Chriſtian 
but what was eſtabliſhed by the Sen of God after 
 his-Incarnation, whereby he became Chriſt. or 
the een eri abc off ei + 
Ah, Tu Church of God is ſtyled s Nneyard, 
Wee 18 2 very pertinent reſemblance of i it. For 
as a Vineyard is a plot of ground ſeparated _ from 
common field and paſture, in onder to be impro- 
ved with ſuch cultivation, as that the Vines and 
Grapes it produces may ſupply the Owner with 
2 Wines: So God's: ( en of a 
> we ſelected and choſen by him. out of ent 
of the World, that they may: worſhip him by the 
Laus and Rules of his own revealing, and ſo ex- 
erciſe a purer Religion, and aboumd in the Fruits 
of good hing, above other men, h have not 
the bt of ch the ne Revelations, Nox rect ion of 
the ſame Laws. 5 r 1 4.4 * 
n Gmilizuto-of a Vine, ot Vineyard, for 
the juſtneſs of the reſerablance, is ſeveral times 
; S denote the Church. Tan -haſs, braught a 
Hine out of Egypt, days the Author of Pſal, 80, which 
was Writ in the ſame Age with this of Haiab, thou 
: baſt caſt. aut the Heathes and planted. it. Thou ma- 
deſt room fa it, and when it had taken root, it filled 
| tte Land, The 1 were cavered. with e 2 
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ed them in 2 — ms bim. 
ſed Saviour compares the Kingdom of God, 1. . 25 
the Church, to a Vineyard, into which he the 
Owner ſent Labourers, 42. Miniſters, to cultivate 
it, i. e. to improve the Phony: and: Virtue « of the 
Pe t by their Mini SETS 252 dt ne dee: 27 
Now Le any curious Enquirer mall chink files 
.demand, why God choſe ſuch a ſmall pittance of 
the Earth as 8 for his Spiritu Vineyard, 
the lot of his 8 11e itance, Where. oniy he commu a”, 
nicated the knowled nog. himſelf z L only an- 
ſwer to the fact, I far ſo it was, and infer. from 
.thence, that it was: juſt and right. I confeſs this 
is contrary to > 94 in our Schools, where it 
i held a wrong Way of arguing, that becauſe a 
LE mg is or has done, therefore it may be 
lawfully done. But this Can only preſcrib to hu. | 
man actions; for in the divine 2 tis 
Logick to ſay, This God hath done, therefore uns Y 
1505. becauſe the ee L 6 all * Ken + 
Ap that Be Was known in r 
ls name great in Ifrael; that he — rem Ta- | 
bernacle to Salem and his Temple to Sion, where 
aeg he, could, be acceptably ae 8 ſo 
uently aſſerted in * Scripture, 
eunknown to thoſe w peruſe it. 
oy ND. if e Patrons of natural Reli: pa wall 
fay,. that other Nations which were not of God's 
V ine ard, 80 him acce . in following the 
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i matter of meer Grace und Favcur, and not 
any ching which he is obliged ot bound to att 
Us 2 Abraham and his Seed inderd he had pro- 
| miled- it, and by virtue of his Promiſe was bound 
pet db eee TO e 
3g $3 Tus Vineyard is faid to be 9 be Fare * N 
very fruitful gs alluding to the Land of Cunaan, 
_ which was « high- raiſed. and very fertile Soi: 
| agreeable to the character which: Moſes gives of it, 
Dar. XXxiil 13. The: Lom, ſays heg wane 1% o 
ride apon the High pluto, of the Eaythi that be'might 
4 tie increaſe of abs fiels, anũ he nude Vim #0 fuck 
mt of the Rock, and Oy! our of the flint Nock. 
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22 of - kidney of wheat, "and'thow digt drink the pute 
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abe Crown and Glory of a Lands. St. Bai me 
tions i as u very ancient Tradition, that 4 
after he was vaſt out of Paradiſe, See We 
this Countreyz as chat which cane” neateſt 5 
former ſtate of Happineſs. And Gen. xi. when 
Abraham offered to Lot the ehviee of his Paſture 
in this Counttey, it is aid: chat Lot N ap his 
Dyes and bebeiu all the Plain of: Forttar, thay it s 
well auarered every; Whore, even u, dhe Garden er Pa- 
tadiſe f God. For this- we have the concurring 
- Teſtimonies of Great and Roman Hiſtorians, when 
they write of Syria and Meſopotamia; and modern 
Travellers feport, that even in its preſent ſtate, 
under the Thrks Government, who” evinimbaly 
carry Ruin and Deſolation wherever hey 
che Fruits of Paleſtine are Very 0 lentiful, and f 
. excellent taſte and ſpirit. Theſe are the reaſons 
- which the „ had to — he does irrt my 
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and Safety, obliged all their Males, their Soldiers 
not encepted, to go and worſhip. at - Jeruſwlem 
three times every year, and bid them not be con- 


he would not ſuffer their Enemies to enter 


of their Coaſts. And this Promiſe he —— 
75 erformed; beſides many other inſtances of his 


mong them: Of which the Sacred Hiſtory afford 
n Many Examples, Te which, I ſhall, add n 


Was given to 


. 


SG. ad" l 


of 400, 98 a a 7 tound abc 


1 0 eli N even in 
ery Di Cottyerſi ation, f bike 
ible f -them to temain ews, and 
eely 1115 . of the e ' 
e fenced t h * 
IS b from 8 Inyaſſons of their | 
mean, a8 5 were o 


deed they were often ravaged. by Armies 8 8 
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thein. " Which is a ſign that chey often brok 


other powerful Rmemies that were let looſe I 5 1 
e r ; s I 
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obnoxious tothe Armies of Aliens, which dur 2 


their Obedience could neyer burt them. 


God; to manifeſt his Power in giving them Peace | 


cerned for their Poſſeſſions in their abſence, 40 


e over them, either in divertin i cem their 
Enemies, when they were arming again 
or deſtroying them when they ** i iy 
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of a more modern date: I mean che turn 
Hexander's deſign ritt he eue, 
a9 it / is felated 125 Jeſepbus Ant Xi. 8 - where, he 
tells us, . . the Macedonian, 740 — 
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© upon the Aren 11 this yr gg at * alem, 
| „ becauſe they adhered to their Alliance with' the ; 
: 2 "'Per/ians.” At the ſame time Faddus, their High- 
Prieſt and chief Governor, Was warned of God 
Din a dream, to go out with the reſt of the Prieſts, 
n dreſt in therr proper Habits, and meet the . 
© Macedonians; which 9 Ap the did. Alex 
© anger, AS; on a he came within ful view of 
| „ them," {4 forth from his Army, and proſtra- 
5 ted himſelf at che High - Prieſt's At which 
ehen his Friends were amazed, and demanded 
* (4 the reaſon of it, he aſſured them, that a Perſon, 


8 reſs as Jaddut, 
7 «appeared: to him in 3 Viſion, 


Wich juſt ſuch Features and Dr 7 ad 
N hover 


of his Wars, and told him he ſhould 
1 "8 15d become Maſter of che Empire of Perſtia.“ 
* And this turn'd him from his hoſtile Reſoluti- 
ons, to treat the Jews with the kindeſt Affection, 
and offer them all the favours which he could do for 
chem. This their deliverance was plainly ſuper- 
1 1, and the effect of God's watchful Provis : 
dence over them. e . 
TERRE is therefore no Ablutdity in our Pro- 
Phet, when chap. xx. 6. he calls Canaan an Iſland. 
or though it hy upon the Continent, yet was-it 
biker from Invaſions, by the Leger zy ar the Al- 
mighty, than if 1 it had been = wy "yy Vow," as 
1 Wall „ ENEES 
5thh, Gop lere the Soil . this Vineyai 
1700 Stones; not indeed in the literal ſenſe; for 
this Count pretty much abounds with Rocks and 
Flints, which are ſo far from being always prejudi- 
cial, that they are ſerviceable, not only br Walls 
and Buildings, but even for ſome parts of Agricul- 
ture. But this is a proper continuation of the Alle- 
Low that as Stones ſhould be caſt out of a; Vine- 
ſo God caſt out the Amprites and ancient In- 
habitants s 
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| 1 x 9 try, 4 b 0 own g 
might have no {tumbling- locke 1 1 in their Way 
but might be wholly turned to his Service 


tr 
Gaſtical = 
ven. He made excellent royiſion for the In ſtru- 
Kion of his People, and the promulgätion of his 
Will and Pleaſure among them. Ts Tribe o 


and Lineage of the Prieſts . was very CY | 
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1 and ſufficient to teach Jacob. God's Judg⸗ 
ments, and Iſrael. his Laws; and beſides theſe,” 5 


"avg to them in extraordina! caſes, by A Voice, 1 | 


Heaven, or by the Mouth of his. Holy 


Prophets. And he enforced the obſervance of * 2 


Laws with very conſiderable Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments. Capital Executions were ſpeedily to be 


done upon all ſuch as blaſphemed God, or went a- 
bout to pervert others 19 0 his Worſhip. Great 
Revenues were ſettled for the maintenance of it, a- 


mounting in Tythes and all kind of Offerin 85 to 


little leſs than a fifth 36 of the product o chat 
rich Country. All the Habits, Furniture, and ap- 
pendages o this Religion, were of the richeſt and 

beſt Materials, to add the greater Luſtre to its Ho- 
„and excite Men to the greater reverence of 


2 divine Majeſty. 


Jus TL ae 1 the Prophet Ac, j | 
= that God planted his Vineyard with the choiceſt Vine; * 


he did not communicate himſelf to other N ations, 
veir her had the Heathen knowledge of his Laws. 
BRIE T L v, the Tower and IF ine-preſ which'God 


et up in the midſt of this Vineyard, were the Tem- 
& 43] Altar which he ere&ed for the Devotions of 


Fe z for after much cultivation of his 2 
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» Gchly, HR planted it with the choiceſt Vine, "the 3 
Religion, and form of Government both Eecle- 
Civil, which he had revealed from Tea,. 
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Neighbours, eſpeciall to the 755 e 
3 which b many facre Laws: and ferious bora. 
F tions he had ned them. 
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Lutz and lewd. Aﬀe&ions. 
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ights of their N oo Pi to . l to them- 


(res Joyniug Houſe ta Houſe, aud Field to Field, till 
| there was no room left for others to dwell near them, 
. that they might be N alone in the midſt of the 
Ear h, and command far and wide round about them. 
1 HE Rs conſumed all upon their Bellies, and 
wallowed in all manner of Senſuality: They were 
mighty to drink Mine, they roſe up early to follow ſtrong 
Drink, aud continued at it till. Night, till they were 
; enflamed and quite infatuated by it, and the Harp 
and the Viol were in their Feaſts, that thereby Gs 
might baniſh all ſerious thoughts, and have no re- 
5 for the Works of God, nor "the Operations of 
is Hands, no reflection upon the Affronts they were 
offering him in his own Bleſſings, and how much 
5 they diſhonoured both themſelvẽs and their Maker 
* by theſe Abuſes. | | A third 


* great otentaion of their Fart A 
bey were wiſe in their dun Eyes, and pru 
o Sight. And thinking that if thæy K 
the boũnds of Truth and Honsſty, t 
- the rate 6 of a crafty ſubtile Wit, © 
great Talent of Politicians," 
de bold to invert vert the Order which: God — ler. 
tlec in things; and pain 
' mike Evil pass for God, and Good for Evil, I 
for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs tra Fr 5 Bitter f 
Sweet, and Syenet ſor Bitter. though hey: 
could not perſuade all Men to renounce common 
Senſe, and be of their Minds; z yet they would fo 
argue and reaſon and pour out their words with 
deen en air of r 
e err . ee 


1 Now chef ouvetous; lewd; ambirious Wien; he 
bounding in number, as the Prophet complains,” 
filled all places with the fruits of their Vnrighte- 
_ ouſneſs. As for the Tythes and Offerings dedica- 
ted to Religion, th 
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ey thou dt it no robbery to de- 


tain them, as Malachi complains. If they had oc- 


caſion for the labour of poor Men, if they had a- 
Wo to manage for the Fatherleſs and Widow, 
they were to buy or ſell any thing, 3 
commerce or dealing oy had with others, 1 — 

made pots mr opprels and circumvent, by all 
ways and means, ing, and perſury, and per- 
verting of Juſtice Julie ad fu gment, and taking away 
the lives of the innocent, * they could do it to ad- 
vantage; and all this to make Proviſion for their 
Luſts, and feed their lewd-Aﬀections. They juſtis 
the wicked for retard, ſays our Prophet, and wa 
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5 Suck were the Manners. of the Jews for many 


Years before their Captivity, particularly at this 
time when //aiah propheſied. And therefore wich 


reaſon God tells them, and appeals to them · 
es for the juſtice of it, that he would take a- 
nh = hedg — his Vineyard, and lay it open to 
be waſted an rounder Foot. Aud it ſball not 
ze pruned nor digged, but bring forth Briars and 
Thorns ;' and I will command the Clouds, that they 


rain no Rain upon it. — © And becaufe you have ahu- 
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yy by Covetouſneſs;and Luxury, 1 
6 will [puniſh-you in that whepein you have offend-; 


© ed; your great — fair Houſes ſhall ſtand empty 
YN « and — Inhabitant; ten Acres of the 2 1 


ard ſhall yield but one Bath, i, e. a Gallon of 
mo for an Acre of Ground; and the Seed of 


a Homer ſhall yield an Ephab, which is no more 


than the tenth part of t was ſown; to cor- 
© rect your ſacrilegious Covetouſneſs in baer to 
vous: me my Tythes and Offerings“ 
AND whereas you challenge me to wake: good 
my threatning, in ſending victorious Armies 0 
6 over-run you, Iwill but hiſ5 10 the Nations, that 
cis, give them but a ſlight N and ber ſhall 
< come ſwiftly from the dd of the Earth. ' None 
fhall be weary, nor ſtumble among them none ſhall: 


flumber nor ſleep, neither ſhall the girdle of their. our | 
be wy nor Jhe latchet of their ſbies be AS. 
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Aſſyrians and other invading Enemies, 
chey fortified themſelves againſt them by. 

making an Alliance with the Egyptians. Particular- 

| by we are told that two ſuch Alliances happened in 

tze timeof the Prophet 7/aiah. The brit was be- 

_ tween Hoſbea King bf Iſrael, and So, otherwiſe cal- 

led Sabacon King Sf Egypt; the Iſraelite hoping by 
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with another. This greateſt of Calamities was ha- 
ſtened by an Eg en Alliance; and therefore ſueh 2 
Alliances are Fan u mg ſtigmarined by our Frophet 

ith; a Woe. 

4᷑. Gon had in general ö his People ta 4 
make — — with any of the Nations round 
5 them, leſt they ſhould defile themſelves with - | 
their idolatrous Principles, and abominable Practi- 
ces; or left.they ſhould put their truſt in Man, and male 
Reſp their Arm, and in their 7 depart from the 
Lord. For he had undertaken, by virtue of his ſole 
divine Power, to defend and preſerve. them againſt 
all their Enemies, ſo long as they continued to be 
his faithful and loyal People. 

T EIS was the prime Article of his 5 . 
with them, and therefore when they choſe a Man 
to be King over them, though he was one of their 
Brethren, a Worſhipper of the ſame God, and ſub- 
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God reſented it, as Rebellion againſt himſelf, in- 
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had, as far as —— * rejected and depoſed him 
from reigning over them. This is what he charges 
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